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GORILLA 
JOINS US 

"Professional wrestling is a sport that deals in sa- 
distic tendancies, because, let's face it, people are all 
basically sadistic, it's been proven." 

So writes the newest member of the Journal’s staff, 
professional wrestler Gorilla Monsoon; is his first 
column tomorrow. 

There’s a lot of controversy surrounding pro wres- 
tling, and Gorilla plows head-first into it, starting off 
with whether his sport is real, or if it is "fixed.” 

If you’re a professional wrestling fan, you won't 
want to miss Gorilla's column, "In This Comer,” 
which will appear every Wednesday. And if you’re 
not a pro wrestling fan, the 401-pound Gorilla would 
like to have r&brd with you. _ . ... * • ' - v ’ *' 





The Golden Terror tries to separate the body of the 
Journal s newest columnist. Gorilla Monsoon, from his 
head in a match at tbe Spectrum. . r »«*. * 





Ill This Corner 

Gorilla Monsoon 
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Pr® lwesfiing 
as n@f g&h&Mwy 


1 can only xpeak very highly of profession*! wrestling. as a sport. 

V know that’s contrary to the many stigmas that have gone on 
over the vesre about pro wrestling, having predetermined winners 
— many, many things of that nature. That’s all news to me. I've 
been doing thia for 17 years now and never once have I ever been 
asked by a wrestling promoter to lay down in the rmg or take it 
easy on a guy. ’ ^ 

1 really blame the wrestling promoters themselves for not edu- 
cating the public more about what pro wrestling is all about. It’s a 
ipert where two men sign a contract to engage in a wrestling 
match, of which there is a set purse for that match depending on 
what the gram money is at the box office that night And the 
winner s share of that purse is 70 percent, and the loser's share « 
30 percent 

Guys will do strange things for money — that’s a hat profession- 
al • ports are all about. The time for the fame and the glory and 
the trophies ■ all behind you. It’s time to get out there and make 
a living — and that’s what ihia buainem ia really ail about. 

I’ve been involved with weeding since 1 was eight years old. 1 
•caned m the YMCA back home in Rochester, N Y. Wrestling 
was aomethinc 1 loved, ao l decided to day with h. I wrestled all 
through high school and college I made a European and A.«tattc 
tour in 1959 with the Olympic team that went to Ruwaia. Turkey. 
Bulgaria. Czechoslovakia, and many, many Iron Curtam coun- 
tries. 

Then l went into teaching school. One day I was approached by 
Frank Tunney. a wrestling promoter from Maple Leuf Gardens in 
Toronto. He said he'd been reading a lot of publicity about me 
and wanted to know if I'd be interested in working for them 

$500 o week 

My first question waa,"What kind of money are we talking 
about?" He said, 'Well. we'U start you at $500 a week." I told him 
I d be there in the morning. That waa no big deceion to make. 

That was back in 1961 and I've been wrestling professionally 
ever since. It certainly has been a good life for me. 


Although I waa never injured in scholastic or amateur sports, 
I*ee Km* CB Mtk— injuries during ray professional career. Since 
I've been a pro I’ve been knifed, black-jacked. bottle-whipped, 
had both shoulders broken, had all my ribs broken more than 
twice, had serious kidney injuries, dislocated ankles, countless 
of contusions and concussions, too numerous to mention 
Mid if this is all part of an act. 1 wish somebody would have told 
me about k a long time ago — maybe 1 could have ehmmated a 
lot of those injuries. 

Wrestling is a sport that deals in sadistic tendencies Let’s face 
& people are ail basically sadistic — it’s been proven tune and 


You go down to the Spectrum one night to watch a bock' 
game and there’s more reaction from the crowd when they di 
their gloves and fight than when they score a goal. 

If we could advertise in our paper that nmr night this week 
do wn at the Spectrum some Mickey Mouse circus waa going to 
coma in and the man on the highwire wui going to faff and proba- 
bly get lulled you wouldn't be able to buy a ticket. It would be a 
complete sellout. • k . . 

Knowing that people want to see body contact, those are the 
■ports that make money today; knowing that they want fo ee the 
big bodies flying through the air. that’s what we detrvet And the 
people really LOVE rt — they ear it up, ind rightly so because it’s 
GREAT entertainment. 

Wrestling has been doing well in ih* Philadelphia area since 
1961 1 don’t think professional wrestling will ever die. We re con- 
stantly catering to new generations. 

If you want to watch u» this summer, we re in Wildwood every 
Monday night at the Convention Hall and at the Steel Pier m 
Atlantic City every Thursday. Our next card at the Spectrum is 
Saturday. August 18. 

m be writing this column every Wednesday and I’d Bke to 
answer any. questions you have about profesrional wrestling. 
Write to me here at the Journal. 

3010 Market St.. Phila, 19104 I 


In This Corner 


Once again this week I want 
to tip my hat to Spectrum pro- 
moter Phil Zacko for sperding 
the kind of money necessary to 
bring the card he’s got appear- 
ing at the Spectrum Saturday 
and I know the kind of mon- 
ey involved here. 

: We have three matches here 
that any one of them would be 
a major event in any arena in 
the country: John Valiant 
versus Bob Backlund for the 
world title; Jimmy Valiant tak- 
ing on the Eighth Wonder of 
the World, Andre the Giant; 
and the Indian Strap Match 
between Greg Valentine and 
Chief Jay Strongbow. 

And. to all our Harrisburg 
urea readers, professipnal wres- 
tling will be returning to Har- 
risburg Friday. Aug. 24, with 
an outstanding card featuring 
the 7-foot-5-inch 485-pound 
/ fdre the Giant. He’s a big 
boy and he’s still growing 

Stretcher match 

Mr. Monsoon: 

Quite a few years ago I re- 
; member you fighting Bruno 
Samartino in a stretcher 
mutch. I wa* a regular faa then 
and still am but that match 
sticks in my mind any time I 
think about wrestling I've 
been to many matches of all 
sorts such as the Texas Death 
and Steel Cage but never have 
I seen a more chillng and thrill- 
ing match in all my years as a 
no.’ than the one you and Mr. 
Samartino fought that particu- 
lar night. 

My question is what made 
you change from the sc-called 
baddy to a goody back then 
and did that stretcher match 
have any influence on your 
decision? 

P.S. I was amazed when you 
jumped into the ring to help 





out Mr. Samartino as opposed 
to being against him. That was 
the start of your changing. 

A. DeMasi 
Maple Shade, N.J. 


North American heavyweight wreetllng champion Pat 
Patterson shouts in vain as Ted Dlbiase tosses him to the 
mats during recent title match which Gorilla Monsoon al- 
leges Patterson stole. 


would change your attitude. 


That Sicilian Stretcher 
Match will be with me forever. 

I have the permanent scars 
from that one both inside and 
out. I broke three ribs, frac- 
tured my left anklo. broke my 
nose and suffered countless 
number of cuts, contusions and 
abrasions. Many of those inju- 
ries still bother inc today. Bru- 
no fared a littlo better in the 
match. He only 'orok an ankle, 
dislocated an elbow and 
crushed one of his thoractic 
vertebrae. 

Other than that Sicilian 
Stretcher Matches are a lot of 
fun. 

When I started in this busi- 
neaa I took as a manager Wild 
Red Berry who. in my opinion, 
knew everything there was to 
know about professional wres- 
tling, being light-heavyweight 
champion of the world for 15 
years and I gave him 25 per- 
cent of my income and did ex- 
actly what he told me to do. 
Needless to say he made me a 
great deal of money. 

Several years ago Red passed 
away and I started doing my 
own booking and my own 
matchmaking and I got a little 
tired of all the scars I’ve 
received over the years, the 
cars that have been demol- 
ished in parking lota by the 
fans, being knifod. bottle 
whipped and blackjacked by 
irate fans, and I decided it was 
time to turn a new leaf while 
there was still one to turn. 

I always had a great deal of 
respect for Bruno Samartino 
both in and out of the ring and 
in one instance where there 
was a great injustice being 
done to him I interceded and 
we have been great friends 
ever since. 

Now let’s dip into the mail- 
bag. 

Not phony 

Dear Mr. Monsoon: 

1 liked reading your article on 
wrestling, but trying to tell 
people that wrestling is not 
phony is something I have to 
disagree with you about. I have 
gone to a lot of wrestling 


matches and have seen it on 
TV and it is phony when 1 see 
a wrestler step on another and 
get up without getting hurt. 

Wrestling also admits it » 
not a. sport but an exhibition. I 
would like to know what you 
think about it. 

Arnold Ox man 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 

If you’ve watched a lot of 
wrestling on TV you've only 
been looking at one dimension. 
If you would like to pick up my 
doctor’s bills for a month that 


Wrestlers accustom their, 
bodies to taking punishment 
and are possibly the best con- 
ditioned athletes in the world. 

I don’t know that we admit 
wrestling's an ' exhibition. 
They're called professional 
wrestling bouts and or match- 
es. Literally, the term exhibi- 
tion, every time you pay to see 
something it’s an exhibition. 
It's professional athletes exhib- 
iting their athletic ability, 
whether it’s baseball or foot- 
ball or hockey or wrestling. 


Here*s Gorilla Monsoon* s column 
for the Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
Journal of August 15, 1979, edited 
just a little in order to fit here 



Below & next page: Philadelphia 
Pennsylvania 3/22/79 


Because there are so many loyal wres- 
tling fans out there I have made arrange- 
ments to have everyone whose letter ap- 
pears in my column receive two compli- 
mentary tickets to the next Spectrum wres-' 
tling card, compliments of Gorilla 
Monsoon. All letter*, therefore, must be 
signed with names and addresses printed 
legibly so I can send out their tickets. 

On the wrestling scene, something special is going 
to take place in the wrestling world next Tuesday at 
the Great Allentown Fair. A super-spectacular night 
of wrestling will be held featuring a 20-man over the 
top battle royale with $10,000 to the winner. Some of 
the men in the match include all three Valiants, the 
Great Hossien. Nicolai Volkoff, Pat Patterson, Tito 
Santan. Chief Jay Strongbow, Ivan Putski. Andre the’ 
Giant and yours truly. 

In addition to this 20-man over the top battle roy- 
ale, a world title is at stake. Bob Backlund will defend ■ 
his title against No. I challenger Greg Valentine. 

Now let’s get into the mailbag; 

Dear Gorilla: 

Why is Pat Patterson in the American Wrestlirg. 
Association and the World Wide Federation? Who' 
won the last Battle Royale? Why do the referees al- 1 
low the managers like Fred B l s sair and Lou Albano 
to get in cheap hits and kicks? 

Michael M. Lipford 
Elwood. NJ. 

In answer to your flrwt question, all wrestlers 
are self-employed independent contractors. 
They can wrewtla far whom aver they ehnse 
whenever they choose a a long aa they fulfill all 
existing contract*. 

The second answer Is Andre the Giant, who 
won the battle royale In Olympic Auditorium, 
Los Angeles. * - 

Third, referees are strictly under the jurisdic- 
tion of the state athletic commissions and 1 
would suggest you writs a letter to the state 
Athletic Co mm is s ion asking that particular 
question and why something isn’t done shout it. 

Trv« conifMtitloa 

Dear Gorilla Monsoon: 

I have been watching wrestling all my life. I am now 
69-years-old. The matches I saw, they were real pros, 
unrig good holds, strategy and the wrestlers really put 
on a good show for the people. - 
Ttisre were no outaide interference, no bad holds, 
and when one of them waa out on the ropes, the re- 
feree did not allow man the other to touch him. If he 
did. he was given a three count, and after that he was 
disqualified. 

The wrestlers were true and experienced and the 
competition waa true and real, not fakey like ours of 
channel 17 and 29. 

You people are getting large audiences paying large 
prices, for what? 

Tom Pacca 
Audubon, N J. 

The wrestlers of yesteryear you spoke of 
would lay in a hammcrlock or wristlock or toe 
hold for as long as 15 minutes. Wrestling fans 
today would not stand for that. We deal in 
excitement, in action, in huge bodies flying in 
the air. That’s what sella tickets. 

Dear Gorilla: 

You say that pro wrestling is not an act. I watch 
wrestling every Saturday at 1. 5 and at midnight on 



In This Corner 

Gorilla Monsoon 
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TliB wc»fc‘j piofEe subject b> Bob BackJund. 

Bob. ike oarer* World Wreolbng Federation hcaiy- 
rhurtpren. was horn in Princeton. Mmn, Au*. 
14. 0*9. Bob hu a teeth er and a aster and *p*n» h« 
h.sh school days at Princeton High where lie bad out- 
ttandmg rcccrdi in football, track and wrestling. After 
oaduatwo Boh alfsadsd Waldorf Junior College in 

Forrei Ciiy. fews im again * Waldorf he erected x 
*r ee*Sng ard football 

To complete Bin education Bob then went on to 
North Dakota Slate University where ho became an 
All- America football player tnd ai tm junior year won 
the NCAA wrestling ctoarpfonelup La lire 130 pound 
’•eight division. 

While at North Dakota U. Bob met and fell in love 
*iili !.b wife whom be affectionately refer* to »« Cork- 
*• They currently rciidc in a beautiful New England 
home »i(h th«r two joar-oW daughter, Carrie. 

Bob was introduced to profetnonal wrest bng in 1974 
by Danny llodse. a non.* well known to all WTMtiklg 
fan* He sleo received farther coaching from Vrn 
Cogne. Boh entered the World Wrestling Federation in 
1977 and after compiling a very impeccaiva rtnng of 
victories **s given t crock at the title in Madison 
Square Carden, Feb. 33. 197a The (Korop**! at that 
hrr* wu Superstar Hilly Crahom who did not think 
muen OI IMCUBM w hn aMMy a* a pro wrestler 
However, when the smoke cleared a new champion 
«vo4 crowned and is rtiil reigning. 

Always training 

Bob spend* mart of hi* free tune training and a great 
dr al cf it ukth !»st family. 

lie traim harder than any professional athlete that 1 
knew with the peaaible .sception of Bruno Sommulc 
ao. 

a>bs extracurricular activities include sailing, rat- 
qurtDil!. tennis and .olleybdL 
Bsrklund currently has n very <W.ombng schedule, 
being World Wrestling rodent! inn heavyweight cham- 
pion Not only dees he defend bis title in the US. but 
also in Japan, South America. Australia and Europe. 
Bob ha* w*>a! title defense* scheduled before the 
Oct. 33 Spectrum wrestling cud. so he win either ha 
defending or trying to regain his belt in the Spectrum, 
Saturday. Oct. 23. 

Now w» go to theraaiihag 

Corllla as cfcaapioa? 

Deal Gorilla; 

Have you ever won any title*? And *hy deesa't the 
WWWF have sry Mat. or regional championships 
•New York Sure Champion nr Delaware Valley 
ChampKin) like the National Wrestling Alliance in th* 
South? 

Finally. I»t weak you Mated that only the ranked 
No. 1 challenger gets a titl* shot. Well, how did t'rath 
Blackwell get a match troinrt champion Bob Back- 
Kind lat November when he was ranked No. 8 and bow 
did John Vabar.t get a match aganxt Boddund last 
month and he'i nut even in the rep Hr? And I also hear 
thot Bruno Sammartino is get ting a title match t*!aust 
Backlit nd and he wo t in th, top 10. Please cipUm. 

Mika Mathic 

Philadelphia 
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ooe BACKLUND . . id — r loutDoU nur 

Anawert 

r» held numerous title's over the year*. I won 
several time* co-holder of the World Ttu { Team 
Chomp ionahip. I ere time held the title with Pro- 
fessor Tanaka and nnather lime 1 held it with 
Killer Kowalski. Another lime I had II with El 
Mongol. I've been the All- Asiatic champion for 
Ih* post 14 yearn and held the North American 
clumploiuhlp. And that’* about it. 

The reason they don’t have o* many regional 
titles In Ihl* area of the country is that them am 
so many other more valuable titles that are at 
stoke her* such ae the world's title, tbc World 
Tag Team belt, and tha moat current Intercon- 
tinental Heavyweight Champion-hip. I rhink that 
if there were any more belts invuvled than that it 
would become a force. 

Bnroo Sammartino la not scheduled to wrestle 
Bob Rarklunrt now or in the future. If any indi- 
vidual ia nut on tbc scene with enough wins to he 
deemed No. 1 challenger then the World Wres- 
tling Federation bna the discretion of giving any- 
one a shot at the champion. The champion must 
defend kin tide within 30 days. 

Mcrict a ttarch 

Dear Gorilla 

Why don’t they have two referees in the ring when 
‘.hey have a tag team match’ Whsn a referee Know* 
certain vrestlm tnrg foreign thing* in the n ng »hy 


dceui’t the referee search thorn better than the, do? 

MaryJ. Workman 
SaniMoan 

Ana war: 

The number of referees involved in any match 
■i covered by the stale athktic commission. nntl 
their current mica allow only one referee per tag 
match. To tha beat of my knowledge referees do 
search men who have bean notorious for bring- 
ing things into the ring more thoroughly than 
other*. However, it dccra’t a magician to hide ■ 
foreign object on th* body. Heavier suspensions 
and fines would certainly eliminate a lot of the 
foreign objects bring carried into the ring. 

Kama cfcaaga 

D»ar GonBa Monsoon' 

I’m lb- years- uld and I've been watching wnxtling for 
over 19 years My question I, *hv dfcl the W.W.W.F. 
change it'* rum* to the W.W.F.? 

When I watrK wrestling on channel-. 29 and 17 notw 
cf the vsTestlm' shoulders were on the mat hut th*y 
«ill foM the match. Could you explain that? 

Do<Gihv deeper bold really work* 

Slav* I .*> vine 
Lvvittowa 

Answer t 

The WWF changed its name when the current 
president Mr. Shinn, from Japan, took over from 
the deceased WHli* Gibeobcrg. Why the extra W 
was dropped is beyond my comprehreaioa, other 
than it ourw mads o big mouthfuL World Wreo- 
tllng FedenstluD ctrtamly ia a lot i*a«)er !o vpit 
out. 

You’re only looking o« one diminraion on TV 
aiul you have n really poor peropoelive of what is 
actually taking place. You about d try coming 
down to the Spectrum and seeing it live. The ac- 
tual shoulders don't have to be on the mat, only 
the shoulder Made*. 

The sleeper bold definitely works. It's bawd on 
o very basic principal. By applying pressure on 
on artery you are stopping the (low of blood to 
the brain. As soon as the brain goea any length of 
tune without oxygen which is curried by the 
blood, you become unccncioas. It certainly does 
work, however I do not advise anyone trying H at 
borne. 

Graham hack oa mat 

Dear GoriUc. 

Hew is Superstar Billy Graham doing’ I really would 
like to know if h» is «ti8 around and if he wdl wreath 
at the Spccuum any more. 

Ray Novitski 
Bridgeport. Fo. 

Answcrr 

Superstar Bill} Gralmm. since his surgery, ha* 
been doing very well. He is once again on a sire* 
man training schedule, currently lalung bouts in 
the local vicinity of his home in Aruona. He it 
scheduled for a world lour including Jupan. Aus- 
tralia and New Zealand and should be bock in the 
WWF Ittl within the next year. 
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Gorilla Monsoon 


moters are looking for great wrestling. Any wrestler who 
thimrfl from him. He can be con- 


From the looks of things right 
now, the next all-star professional 
wrestling card at the Spectrum in 
Philadelphia Oct. 20 is going to be 
one of the best of the year. 

Phil Zacko is currently making 
contract matches, and he has al- 
ready booked two outstanding 
ones. 

One will feature Jerry Valiant 
against Yours Truly and the sec- 
ond is a special * attraction with 
Swede Hanson vs. the Polish Pow- 
er, Ivan Putski. 

Mr. Zacko is also negotiating 
with Bruno Sammartino in the 
hope he will also be able to appear 
in a match that night. 

As a new feature beginning next 
week, I will be writing about some 
of the superstars of professional 
wrestling so you can learn more 
about some of the sports’ biggest 
names. 

Now let’s get into the mailbag: 

FHtndly Tito Santana 

Dear Gorilla: 

I am one of many female wres- 
tling fans and I think it’s fantastic; 
that the Journal has come up with 
your column. 

I would appreciate anything and 
everything you can tell me about 
Tito Santana. He is a great wres- 
tler and looks like quite a man. He 
was the only wrestler who took 
time to shake hands with the spec- 
tators after his match in June. 

Also, is there somewhere I can 
write him? 

— Rene Capua. Merchantville, 

N.J. 

Tito Santana is one of the most 
up and coming professional wres-. 
tling stars to appear on the wres-j 
tling scene in the past decade. He 
is from Mexico City. Recently, hel 
received an award from the Pan-- 
American Sports Federation,. 
1979’s Wrestler of the Year'; 
Award. Tito, since entering the 
World Wrestling Federation, is 
undefeated and I know the pro- 


tected at Wrestling Associates, 
P.O. Box 877, Willingboro, N.J. 
08046. 

Nasty fans 

Dear Gorilla: _ 

Do you think it’s right when fans 
who like the bad guys get har- 
rassed and put down at wrestling 
matches? 

When I’m at a match, I cheer for 
them and I’m not afraid to. But 
usually it results in a fight. I don't 
bother the fans, so why should 
they bother me? I mind my own 
business. Don’t you think they 
should do the same? 

— Janelle Scherbik, Trenton, N.J. 
The sport of wrestling consists 
of many different personalities, 
the same as any other sport. Each 
professional wrestler has his own 
following. Everyone’s entitled to 
cheer and root for their own 
sports heroes, regardless of who 
he is or who others are cheering 
for. That’s what makes the world 
go ’round. 

Rookie wresfled before 

Dear Gorilla: 

I enjoy your column tremen- 
dously. Continue the fine work. 

I have a question about pro 
wrestling: How can Steve Travis 
be Rookie of the Year when Travis 
has been wrestling since 1977, 
when he wrestled professionally 
as Stonewall Jackson in the Hali- 
fax (Nova Scotia) area. 

— J. Mannion, Prospect Park. 

The title Rookie of the Year is 
given each year by the World 
Wrestling Federation. This, was 
-Steve’s first year as a member of 
the World Wrestling Federation 
(WWF). The WWF does not con- 
sider it if a wrestler competed pre- 
viously in any * other country. 
Wrestling here is far superior, be- 
cause this is the mecca for pro 


makes it here, it is a feather in his 
cap. We have a Rookie of the Year 
every year. — 

Challengers bad guys 

Dear Mr. Monsoon: 

I’m glad to finally see more interest being 
taken on professional wrestling. The Jour- 
nal seems to be the only paper around that 
has taken an interest. ' 

Why is it that you never see a ‘good guy” 
wrestle for the championship. For exam- 
ple, Bob Backlund is champ. You never 
see a Chief Jay Strongbow, Ted Dibiase, 
Ivan Putski or any of the other good guya 
wrestling for the title! 

It’s always someone like Greg Valentine, 
John Valiant. Superstar Billy Graham or 
the likes of these men. Not taking any- 
thing away from Bob Backlund, but if he 
shorld ever wrestle someone like Andre 
the Giant. I mean come on. just size alone 
would probably beat him. Andre, suppos- 
edly has never lost. 

Lat's be honest. Why doesn't this ever 
happen? They always talk about the num- 
ber one contender (which is always a bad 
guy). Aren’t the good guys ever rated high 
enough to get a title chance? 

— Bruce Duke, Palmyra. N.J. 
Number one, in order to be the No. 1 
challenger, certain World Wrestling 
Federation requirements have to be 
met. For one, you have to trnvel exten- 
sively in the U.S. and other countries 
and meet their number one man. The 
wrestlers you mention don’t make 
those kind of trips. Most of them are 
family men. who would rather stay in 
one area to be near home. I would love 
to sec Bruno Sammartino versus 
Pedro Morales or Bo Bo Brazil. The 
matches do take place n other places, 
and it's unfortunate we don't see many 
of the**' _ 

Missing Jose Gonzalez 

Dear Mr. Monsoon: 

The dazzling, young wrestler named Jose 
Gonzalez is missed in his two-year absence 
by his many dedicated fans. 

Would you kindly summarize Jose's tour 
and also include when he will return to the 
Philadelphia area? 

— Diana Lerro, Philadelphia. 
Upon his arrival in the Philadelphia 
area. Jose made a tour of the entire 
U.S., finishing up in Hawaii. From 
there he wrestled in Japan, Australia, 
South America and Germany, and af- 
ter returning went to his native land 
- of Puerto Rico. He is doing extremely 
well and is still there. I’m sure he'll be 
returning to Philadelphia within the 
next 12 months. 


Gorilla Monsoon 

o Sammartino making 




Promoter Phil Zacko of the Spectrum ^ 
leased a complete wrestling card for 
on -ith nine great bouta and a double mam event 
In the first feature, NicoUVolkoff wiUw^leBn^ 
n 0 Sammartino. and Bob Bachlund will defend his 
tide against newly-crowned Intercontoenta. h«vy- 

m r,:r^r r 
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Larry Zybuco wUl face Baron Sicluna. Including two 
preliminary bouta, there will be 18 wreatlera in all. 

. * # * 

This week’s pexsonahty profile is on _ Greg Valen- 
tine. Bom Sept. 20. 1949. Greg «|*nt 
day. in Seattle. Wash.. whereheatUndedKlark Mor 
ns High and excelled in football, wreadmgmd base- 
ball. Upon graduation, he sought further education 
Lower Columbia Junior College. 
ed in the seme three sports, doing 
wrestling. Greg now makes his home m San Antonio. 
Texas, with his wife and two daughters. 

Young Valentine grew up emulating his fathw. tne 
one-time great superstar of the mat. Johnny V-W 
tine Grea started hia professional career in Calgary. 

ystti ™ *7* “tat 

hi. own until a tragic airplane crash ““ 

ther for life. The accident had a great effect on Greg 
life and is probably the underlying reason for Greg 

K Trerh“^^* CTOrapIi-hmenU 10 h “ CT S!iv Pf ° 

wrestling and has held the following titles: WWP Ug- 
team champion. Mid- Atlantic champion, and die 
Americas tide. Although a feared l and *»*•*■“*£ 
cause of the figure-four leg lock he has ®a*erert. 
Greg has a bright future m the king of sports Pro- 

« rnusic'collector and has a complete library 
of country and western and rock music. He out- 
door buff and enjoys boating, water atom* and cam^ 
ing. He cunendy opem^ • nattfrifeodn-MMt m 
San Antonio with his dad. G "f* “Wtototo 
win the world title, and, after wrestling . raise Siberian 

huskies. 

Let’s wrestle into the mailbag. 

Matches arta’t flia* 

Dear Gorilla Monsoon: - ... 

Is Eduard Carpenter stiU wrestling. 
he be here in Philadelphia? Also. I know *«-""£ f 
those matches are fixed because when I was at tne 
TV studio where they were taping them. I sat in the 
front row. where you could hear die 

particularly Montreal. 1 had 
ing him about a month ago in Toronto, smd be is 
in umtaatic condition. He would love to come 
back” to the World Wrestling Federation and 
will probably do so in the near future. • 

Wmedere often talk in the nng. £"“£"1^ 
the referees. Often times they are 
nther or trying to make an opponent loae hia 
cool by verbally attacking him. This is the otdy 
type of conversation that goes on m the ring 


This page & preceding - column from Philadelphia, Pennsylvania paper 



Gf»Q Valsntlns, (right) originator of tha 
profWa. 


controversial figure four lag loch. Is this week's personality 


that I am familiar with. 

Out off tho ring 

Dear Gorilla: 

Why can't wrestling be confined to the ring? If two 
wrwtlen go outride the ring and fight, bang heads 
and break furniture, couldn't this be dangerous to the 
fana? la this outride-the-ring fighting a show for the 
hra and is it necessary? Also, how can I write to Bob 
Bachlund and the other wrestlers? 

Nancy Gatter.Vhiladelphia 

It is very difficult to prevent pro wrestlers 
from spilling out of the ring. It ia a natural ad- 
vantage to be able to throw your opponent from 
the square circle, onto the concrete floor, injure 
hm and not be able to continue, making you the 
wdnner. Ringside seating in all arenas ia set up 
so that the paying customers are far away from 
the action as not to get involved. However, if 
you are a ringsider and you leave your seat, you 
could very' easily become entangled and wind ud 
in the hospital. 

AH wrestlers currently wrestling in the World 
F ede ration can be contacted by writing to them 
at Wrestling Associates, P.O. Box 877, Willing- 

boro, 08046. 

Patera still wrestling 

Dear Gorilla: 


I would Uks to know if Ken Patera is still wrestling. 
If so. where, and will he be returning to the Spec- 
trum? 

Chris Sucoloslu. Bridgeport, Pa 

Dear Chris 

Ken Patera, a superstar in our profession, is 
always busy. He's currently wrestling in the 
North Carolina area but he will return to the 
World Federation area within the next four 
months. Because of his outstanding reputation 
and Olympic records, he will be an asset to any 
area in which he chooses to work. 

TV coverage * 

Mr. Monsoon: 

I would like to thank the Journal for bringing pro- 
fessional wrestling coverage to the Philadelphia area. 
My question to you is, "What is your opinion of pro- 
fessional wrestling being ignored by the major net- 
works. such as ABCs Wide World of Sporst, CBS’ 
Sports Spectacular, and NBC's Sports World?” 

Mr. Joseph Donahue, Philadelphia 

I t h i n k the major media are ignoring us a lot 
less today than they did 20 years ago, primarily 
due to the large capacity crowds professional 
wrestling ia enjoying and the numerous* re- 
quests from such great sports fans as yourself. 
Tm sure that in the near future, such programs 
will cover professional wrestling. 
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Superstar Billy Graham, a favorite of Phllly wrestling fans, is cun 
home following surgery to remove cancerous growths Irom his back. 


iy 
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greatest talent to have wres- 
tled in this area in a long time. 
I have had the opportunity to 

apeak with Mr. Graham at the 
Philadelphia International Air- 
port. Not only is he a perfect 
gentleman, but he is a credit to 
professional wrestling. In the 
hectic rush of his travels, I 
hava **or him put down hia 
suitcase and sign autographs 
for anyone who asks for it. 

Jack J. Milici 
Philadelphia 

Superstar Billy Graham is 
currently resting at home in 
Aruona. He hasn’t done 
much wrestling since leav- 
ing the WWF, with the ex- 
ception of a tour of the 
Orient 

Upon returning, he had to 
seek medical assistance for 
several large growths on 
bis back, which were found 
to fcc cancerous. They have 
since been removed and for- 
tunately everthing seems to 
be A-okay. I would expect 
him to be back on the wres- 
tling scene in the near 
future. And I’m sure Phils- 
delphia is one place he’d 


love to come hack to. Be- 
sides being an outstanding 
wrestler, he is a gentleman 
inside and outside the ring 
as well, as y6u stated. 


Oil file money 

Dear Gorilla; 

How many months is a wres- 
tler away from home compared 
to pro athletes in other sports? 
How do their families feel 
when they go away? How 
much does a wrestler make a 
year? 

James Doney 
- Upper Darby 


Unlike other pro aports, 
wrestling is not seasonal. 
Professional wrestling con- 
tinues 12 months a year. 

Being a wreatlcr brings 
with it a hectic travel 
schedule, covering not only 
the U.S., but Japan, Austra- 
lia, South America and 
Europe, which requires a 
great deal of time away 
from the family. 

It takes a special type of 
woman to be the wife of a 

professional wrestler be- 

* * 1 * ,v 


cause of the enormous 
amount of time spent away 
from home. I do, however, 
think the sport is rewarding 
enough so that one could 
rationalize for it. Personal- 
ty. I know how much my 
wife can take. Once in a 
while, IH take her to Puerto 
Rico or tho Bahamas. Then 
I know she’s ready for x- 

amount more bouts. 


•I regret not being home 
with my family, but it beats 
punching a clock everyday 
from 9-5. When the school 
calendar begins, I try to ad- 
just my schedule according- 
ly. ' 

On the average, a pro 
wrestler travels 75,000 
miles a year by car, and an- 
other 50.000 to 100.000 
miles by air. The average 
preliminary wrestler can 
make between $30,000- 
$40,000 a year. Wc have 
some outstanding special 
attraction individuals who 
make $60,000 a year and a 
handful of 12 or lfl profes- 
sional wrestlers in the 
country who make in excess 
of $100,000 a year. ‘ 

v. C l « | 
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la This Corner- 

Gorilla Monsoon 


Sammcartino, Voikof# meet here Oct. 20 


This week’s personality profile will be 
scratched in order to diacuM in-drpth pro- 
motor Phil Zacko's bouta scheduled for the 
Spectrum Oct. 20. 

UK - ‘tart with -hat I (eel will be the (Host exciting 
iiulth of tbe rural which wi.l h. Nlroli Vollcoff fscinj 
0»* legend. Bruno Simnunsi This t* n rail gruel** 
mstcn and 1 wouldn't *»»cct toiec too many wrestling 
holds Bruno h*» rowed to red :he career iff Niroh 
Volfcoff 

A* most wmtiing tin. (mow. drum doe. color corn- 
nvtnurv for Cbasofirirahip and All-Star Wrestling arid 
*c>ccal »«*m ago Bruno was xurviewiu* Volioff and 
hi* manager PmJ Blmse* Blaaaia vm trying to fwnuli 
>r» Hn.ro by 'iarning his man to t« the most powerful 
in wrest hoc trday. 

Bruno challenged Volkoff to in inn wravtlmj ron- 
ton nghc tn-rc- ir*> then. but before the m»n could 
lock th*ir hards Biaxie (truck Sammait mo from be- 
hind with ho cane Then Valkoff sod Rlmtis kicked 
and puitcheil the f.iller SamrasrMm until Santana and 
I nmc to hu rcacuc-. 

Bruno's shirt -oa tom from ht( body, however, the 
phy-Wrol datr.fc wa* nM s.d the tw-»»luie-n ti« 
**'*•'“< I frtsinly wouldn't wars to be in Voikoff, 
hIvwm com. Oct. 20. 

_ The till, match between ftib BortUund and Pst 
i'au-rvttt he a beauty, (notching two etiarapi 
"**■ Kac-hlund hvUiir* the wrid e c*le sod I'lMcnno 
the ncwtv-i rowmd intercontinental i harnnion Patter- 
Wsi eta in tv tu> title mt-ait. more rhar Hwhlund'a he 
he <!**e«i .« at Mr eweuiantaJ cfcarapi- 
•*“ Pattenon ir undoubtedly the greater! thresl Mi 
Bob .- title -cnee he eon it 

Undefeated >wwl. Hanoi will p-uh Ivan Puteki to 
in- limit tr. . attract too match And yourn tnily 

wai be tak in* « J trrv V aii.nl. 

I’m cure Jem will lie UyiiW U> w me »* a |«iaiibk> 
vtutpcnc 'tone to ■ tula shot I car naly soy at this 
point in my career I’m not (join* to let the liken of 
Icrrv Valiant -i«e me for -urnhei*. I ikm’i Imk fur this 

in*u It to i.M too Imy 

I no -ny h»t !o promoter I'hd ZscHO tor putting tie 
WW cueh « wrtM&nc spectacular as we'll be seeing 

Oct. Jt at the .Hparoum 


,-Xr.Y-J * It »o -r 

ha» • score to with Menu 


Brwio Ssmranflno. shown hero try-n, to break Iyer Kotoft's 
VolkoH after t humdietlnq mcldsnt Several weeks ego. 


I know miry pe ople nwh as yourself who .cold like 
to get the opportunity 0 . lake a shot at the (ilea of the 
VsKantt The only juoblem ia thay mlgM take a shot 


ally return a dunged ro*n uith bat* and violent, in 
hia heart' 

Rill Heins 
Oaklyrv N J 

The reason for Vico* Hivera leaving this area wna 
that a better offer waa mad. to him On the Weal Coast. 
And while there he fats under th* guidance of one Fred 
Blitae. Unfortunately. men viil do strange lhin*n fer 
mooey. 1 ■**» -err ur.bapo* u ere Vktor Klvyre endatr 
the luielaite of Hlaww f would have lrA*d to i«e him 
«ay her. in th. World Wrestling Federation where be 
could have done eiucroely «»fl and pernibU lia«r cap- 
tured a title iVit that* whit makes I ho world |{0 
round. 


Bvildof boa 

Dear Gorilla Monona: 

On you think lli.i Bulldc« llriw.: should hove boon 
sIViwud to come hack to the Wrwlkn* Federation? 

Chrts Paul 

PbfladsIpMa 

I think Bulldog Hm.tr, who ia currently uinumiw) 
to be at the Spectrum Oct. 20. has had a very micmaa- 
ful rariwr in profaussnsl wnMIing reganJI.aa 0 f the 
way he wont about it And his 29d-|>*i«id frame cer- 
tainly makes Sim a worthy advmcary 

Return of Rivera 

!•*»' Mr Monaoon 

My all time favorite nwitU r war Victer Jlivora. I 
thin* be would hove been the W.W W.P. champ had 
Bruno -Saaininrtuio i*it born in the uca Would you 
pUnae r»ll ma what caused Victor to leave ond eventu 


And now to the mailbag:. 

Which twitch? 

Dear f Sardis Morwnin: 

J really erinn wrv-tlin* and on* thin* ( would like to 
know whv H-T. Jooe.. when he could ready win n 
mate hinder, hisinsn b3«to stopsrd tuiti-n hx hutt 
fh»n i». aB over. I would really love to we him just 
once win a mate It 

As fur :hr V»l*m Hrmherv ml OntK Vatontura. boy 
do I wMh I w.i a ivotnftr 

Mr». Eliuilwth .See*er» 
DuUMphis 

S.T Jones wins many «f h« matches, wtiecbw be 
twitches hu Suit or not. S T Jor*. cs the type of -ren- 
der who fears nu one and often nine- i hsUi-ifm and 
atsm eontrarta .atvive »r >1 bowonit httatiiitv. 


litre’s a »oe<nal note to ail yrratling fans. I’ve juM 
been iufr-rm-l that a gignntic hillhcutn r.aiurBi* Bob 
Hachhmd has been erected oa the f«huylklll blprww- 
war Jurf above *Hh Street tom* towards tbc ffpet- 
tnisi. F f» oar. everyone wdl.bs interaated in weirp it 
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U 'Arnervr heeume of Rugger 
MeOrmet 


Rur. o« „ f,nn , a Mollien. France. Jan. 
dw htv parent* era*, u a child when it 
outgrew h(t<liKh*«aiMt r*v.r .itgreu hum 
A* * '«M" h* wa* already 
«ev«n-fe*t-taU and. when 
Andrea f«nul> rtvivnl lit Pan*, 
he heea ii* involved m (occur 
lugby and was a grew pro 
wrerllin* tan who never .ntiw<l 
it* ir-nuhr-. were oft. red m 
Paris 

Ardr, >it«r «kir. many Sow to the mailbag, 
que-ion-. -ar taken under aha Media coverara l„,L 
- aig ..tihe FK m B Prom-hmu m °*' a '«* 

Frto'iarif C.rjwnntr ind after \fr .Vfi,rm»«n 

<x n.uun- of «kmow training Profeeecnnl u^eulmo dr 

h ' **'' "* "W"* The far* c/wfe a/ ra« Wf 

u u*/ H ro A. a /x*» 

S«ven-f»et five , t >,r ' 

Andre . anx n. Canada in »Av .Aua f lAe Ural nru- 
-iciele. was sputied by pm. /*"• ‘P 6 "* 

_ a taw.. r nn.tr . owJ .tali.L. .... . 


Eduard fio eentwrg 
Philadetph ia 

A* far- fetched u * may 
ama ! doa't believe a fauna- 
raar* of Itiat nature ctxiM ever 
tai« place. However ■Oc.iU X. 
1 vwekl have to bet on Nick 
Bo-tnrinklo being the winner 
It .••ttaoUy would be a moat in- 
**•*«"« ’natch between lit 
an! Bruno -Serrmarttnc and ] 
wosld ventmo ia aay that Bru- 
no would end tap the victim. I 
wadd liko to are Nicky Ho- 
duraU# make a tour of the 
WWF becauBt a man ->f hia 
akill and ability a an usmh to 
pn/ewaonak wrmli ng . 

Puggay M~;raw * currently 
•mtUfiit in the Caruinoi and 
doeia wetmenul, well. H. ■ 
lo»*irf forward to riMumuir to 
"»• World W reet lug F.derc- 
ueo in lha near future, ft navy 
•pant mnet of 187 * on a world 
tour xH-.ltng Japan. Aeatre- 
iia. South Amenta and Europe 
on which ha did ertretnely 


most easygoing *id t-ar«frs* 
man I've ever mat. II he tkea 
yi>j, he love* you. ( he dial.ker 
V'lU. vtaxiut itfhiewav 


•If «v«df« monk 

■nua Saturday at the Spec- 
man ibe hag grudge match he- 
tween Bruno Sammartiro >r>d 
Niroli Vnlkofl and the out 
rtaaduyg champixaiiip match 
between world champion Bob 
Raihltind and iatarcoettncriUJ 
•(tampion Pat Patterson wiB 
Uke place. Thai uudoubtadly 
will t*i on* of tb» great** 
wrestling *nra«iom ever to 
*Pf*" at the Spectrum. 

! ifao want all Journal mil- 
vn and wr.atl.ng (ana *t the 
Hamaburg area ilia Friday 
night, chamistirahip wimnla* 
- U1 he remrr.tr* to th. Zetnbo 
M aequo faacunng Greg Vale*- 
tme. Chirf Jay .^trongbow. 
Rid (the Bui Hog) Bro-er and 
Ooinime DaNueci 

lr cloean* cetcr again I ..mhl 
like to - oiifnualata Spe.tnim 
praraou* Phil Z+cto on the 
oocnandmg booking and cem- 
t reeling o< maUliee that wdl Ire 
■W't •' (ha -■(pectrum. 
Ona »w*« uon will do a 
peramaJity profile on Zacko wo 
that wntMlfig fana ran p* > 
more m-depsh view n( this I 
»»«Umg proenoter 


At 7 - 3 . 300 pounds, la n any wonder Ftenchmon And,, the 
Giant has navor baon pmnod? 


tl*y ant ashed to '•’i-reee gro 
ol arch great magnitude that 
the avciaa* referee stxikl rig 
tw able to hard la tha ntuaticei. 
‘therefore they mu out cer- 
toin indi>»Juels Not cerruae 
i*i> j;il fv n» a referee but 
them are a few who do ae •> 
celleel |iti and arc to be <<?m- 
■nereivil. It’s can an easy task 

Odd coup). 

Zleer.tfr JhawM. 

f attend chonapconaAip " 
time "eryume m Ag Hall. I 
hee.nl a rumor lhal I cannot 
*<i« iv. 1 Heard that eh-rut aet- 
en mua uko Jim Valiant 
teamed up mliA Chief Joy 
Stnmtjbou I find it hard to 
Mien. Pic itv km me wrie 
d**uU 

Joe KcnraOi 
AUenhHen 


J Mirse Hut pantr-.ilar pair 
-ng our oorur At the tune -Jim- 
my V ahaal *u juu freaking 
into fenfesakiral wnutlmg. w U 
nnt involved wKh any of the 
other V iliarta who werr out on 
the mad. Aa a pmfmawnaL 
•inning open contact* il'a poa- 
nhle to be learned up «uh any- 
rne And if my nemory aaevea 
me right, thay made a *tr d- 
miraola team unlit JL .y 
Vaiunt , u swayed try the 
like. of Ceptala l->a Albano 

Wh*f«'i Bvf | »y? 

Dev OoriBa 

!n your >i4num uiho would 
on'a a round , e bm tournament 
between the ihampmn* of iAe 
WWF. NWA and A WAt How 
would the u inner it and 
agamit Bruno .Suounurfino- 


Aralr. to date nas roude a 
framcndiijs mpmalon .«t th* 
pro wresting k.« lrvJ only 

S-i.... ..It ..ii i 


the fun.-rr wdl t«| what 
-w -tL leave In ny Jfl year* 
•unlisted with pm spyru ( 
have li.ind -tndr. ,o be the 


At idre f#3© Srisan 

fesars f *#I© win 
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In This Comer 


think vou are the best. 


show at the Spectrum. a newspaper in the rnuaaeipma 

I just found out this past week- area has finally taken wrestling 
end that Zacko had to out-bid six seriously by picking a great wrea- 
other major arenas here on the tier such a a yourself to take the 
East Coast for the Indian Strap time to answer many questions 
Match between Greg Valentine the fans have. I have been follow - 
and Chief Jay Strongbow. mg wrestling since -I was a little 

It's going to be a $reat night of boy. and I will say that we could 
wrestling One of the biggest cards never see enough wrestling, 
ever presented at the Spectrum. o„ e q„**tk>n that I have is: 
Now. let’s get into the mailbag. Why d on 't the managers such as 
Dear Gorilla th** r, ran d Wizard and Fred Bias- 


es from Man- 


Actualiy, I 
churia. At that lime I had a 
manager who was Wild Red 
Berry and l gave him 25 per- 
cent of my money and did ex- 
actly what he told to do and 1 
made a good living. When he 
passed away I did my own 
booking and my own thing 
and I decided it was easier to 
go ’he other way. 


I enjoy watching Dominic 8|Q U) lhe Spectrum during 
DeNucci. Bob Ba cU u n ti Andre (he matc he*. Myself and many 
The Giant... 1 do not enjoy The olher fan8 wou |d like l0 „ ee them 
Valiant Brothers or their mans- once in „ while 
ger. Lou Alhano. “ Donald Ruberti 

l would appreciate any inforrflx- . West Cheater 

tkm on Dominic DeNucci. 

Most of those managers are 
reluctant about live appear- 
ances in arenas because they 
get pummeled very' severely 
with all kinds of flying debris. . 

And they have a heckuva time !» * the old stigma that has 
getting In and out of buildings been with the werestUng 
because fans are lifter them world for 

constantly to hurrass them. It It ■ currently being changed, 
certainly Won't add to their In fact, the media is now seek- 
longevity to make appe.ranc- ing us outto regards to prbftj- 
es very often In these major sionnl wrestling. They realize 
arenas, or small arenas for it is a sport and we are draw- 
that matter, too. They always tag fantastic crowds *very- 
get hurt. The vehicle they where and cant be ignored, 
travel in always gets demol- For years and years and years. 
... the only space we could get to 

, - , the newspapers was to literal- 

It's a hazardous duty for , ^ lhc 9pBce> Now. 

manugers to make appearance •, the contrary, 
es. However, they do on occa- J 
sion appear at the Garden and 

often times they will appear at , ^ a grea| WT „,h n g fan. And a 
the Spectrum. And many times ^ fan of voure and olh „ ^t 
they will appear at smaller wrestl * r9 And 1 would like to 
clubs. That's not to say they know are ^ lhe ^ks. punches, 
aren't there. A guy like Lou siama> ^ c0mpk ,, e | y ^aJ with 
Alhano. Coptain Lou. films a M | force? Becaus «, 
great deal. He films most of his of it !ooks fake 
men in his stable and some of 
the matches of his men’s up- 
coming opponents. But Lou 


Dear Gorilla: 

Your paper is the only paper 
that covers this great sport (more 
than just the few lines in the Sun- 
day Inquirer). However. I feel 
that a sport that is as popular as 
wrestling is ought to be covered 
more than what it » 

Chuck Yeager 
Conshohocken 


Dominic DeNucci is a direct 
dependent from Italy who 
now lives in Pittsburgh. I 
know a couple of his hobbies. 
He's a handball sod racquet 
ball player of note. 

Dear Gorilla: t* 

[ am very glad to see that finally 


The kicks and punches...yes 
hey are. There is an unwrit- 
ten law- in our profession that 
you don't punch to the face, 
you don't punch to tfce eye, to 
the nose or mouth area be- 
cause you could bust some- 
body open every night. Most of 
the blows are taken to the 
vou were from Outer Mongolia neck, the chest and the back, 
and could onlv grunt. You have no When you become a profes- 
charisnva in the role of a goodie. I siooal wrestler you become ac- 
loved it when vou crippled people, customed to taking those type 
There is no good bad guy left who blows. Ycu accustom your 
I a a* vau did I body to taking those blows. 
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In This Corner 


Gorilla Monsoon 



jimmy Valiant stays cool 


This week s personality profile » Handsome Jimmy Valiant Born 
Aug. ti. 1949. *t Chicago Jimmy attend'd 'I'hurnlon Frai tmal South 
High School where he played football and wresilctl lor hwir years 
Hr continued hi* edtKatum at the Un varsity «il Indiana where h» 
once again starred in lootball and wrestling and wa. sough) by th» 
Chicago Beam. He chose professional wrestling instead of profc* 
sinnal football. 

As a pro Jimmy h»« rl.irw ■<«'*> piu.rvilly well. akin* with ho. twn 
hrothers John and Jerrv. Tog«ther the,- have held the World Wies- 
t mg Federation tag leant rule, the Wt*f Coast tag team belts, and 
Jimmy, as an individual, has also held the Southern State* Heavy 
weight , hampumship 

-Jtnt currently make.- his home outside Chicago with his wife. 
Clara, and three lovely daughters. Jim is a licensed physiotherapist 
and would like to pursue that field upon retiring from the nrg. 

Hi.- life ambition .s to attain ilw world championship Mr In hu 
•pare time he enjoys big game hunting 
Jim s philoviphy lust he cool 

No* as I promised in list weeks column. I want to give vou thr 
names of the men who will \w appear! ig itr the Battle Koval at the 
Spectrum Saturday. Nov IT in the supporting nwuti of the return 
hour Iki»OI Par P lU.r^m umI Huh RuiUuni 
The Battle Koval wrestlers wmg*ft r a $|0.t»H) prize are Swede 
Hanson. Huaoein Arab. Bulldog Brower. Bob Dumum. Johnny 
Rod*. Jose Kstrada. the three Valiant*. Chief Jay Suoogbow. Tito 
Santana. Mens* Monroe. Ivan 1‘ctski. lurry Zbyxko. mvself. l>orn- 
inic DoNocci Davey O'Hannon and T«d DiBifcte. 

In addition to the return much and the Hattie Koval, eight other 
treat bouu will be paired bv promoter Phil Zacko from among tho« 
ruminated frjm the Battle Koval 
Now to the mailbag 
Mr. Monsoon: 

Whv does the WWWF continually aut up with I/hi Albano. the 
Grand Wtza'd and Fred Blaiaie interfering in wnpirtant matches 
like when the Grand Wizard revived Greg Valentine to put the fig- 
ure (our <*o Chief Jay Sirongbow’ Alhano u always jumping in the 
ring to save his tag teams like the Valiants, I .umber jack* and Kxa- 
futmners from certain defeat. And Hlawie attacks wrestler* with ha 
infamous cane os hU proteges Swcd* Hanson and Nieoli Vnlkoff 
throw them out of the ring. All this proves a that these manage™ 
don't have faith in thetr wrestlers 

Mike Math is 
Philadelphia 

The World Wrestjing Federation. nine** the passing of it* pint 
^resident Willie Gilw-nberg. has fallen under the ruie of Mr. Shmta 
>f Japan Consequently he is not «bre*st of everything that hajipers 
at the moment here in the United State*, but is certainly made 
aware >>( it as time goes by. I understand that some heavy fries have 
been plated upon individuals such as Alhnno. Rlassi- ami the Grand 
Wizard and on wm, of the wrestler- a« well, and I’m sure in the 
future the World Wrestling Federation and the diflcrent state ath 
letic asstK latmns will be scruunuing tie activities of wrestling man- 
agers more ihwly. 

Dear Mr Monsoon 

How i nme no title- change hards at the Spectmtn. only at Madi- 
son S«|uare Garden 1 Whv don’t they tiave wrest ling twice u month 
iikeon the second and 19th of a month * 

Mar, ,*ii»iionv Grandinetti 
North Hills. Pi. 

Titles do rot alw iv* change hand' tt Madison Square Garden. A 
wi.rid title <hsng~d h,irids in Philadelphia when Stan Stasink ik- 
r-.-.icd Pedro Monties The W. rid Tag Team title has chn»R«d 
manv times in Phi'jtdelphm The North Anieficnti Heavy weigh! ‘ 
tide recent !■ ihdngcd hands m AllcMown, «■ I tn-luvc th.il -tut-- 
meat is incorrect. 

’Ibe aviitUhilitv of dales at th«* 'pe*iruni are lew and farlietw.-cn. 
therefore *- onlv r an get one shot every month, or sometime* one 
everv six weeks We would like to be tn there on * monthly basis. 
The talent that is necessary to pnsluie these event* certainly 
wouldn't be available on a hi weekly basis 
Hear Mr Monsoon 

I was wondering what Hapr«*ned to Tony (wire a since he nnd l.arry 
Zbvsko lost the title to the pig Valiant Brothers I .tin a big fan of 
wrestling. Can you tell me if the Pulim Power. Ivan I’utski and Tito 
Sditaiu arc going 10 wrestle »h« Val nnl Krilhir" TVs-y urfl one of 
the hest tag learns 1 ever saw 







joumsiotototn u<fc# HH 


johnny Rivera maooaqea Buldog Brower * throat dudna a ra- 
cent match Brower will be -waived In the Battle Roy* Mow. 

17 

One more thing. 1 w*» watching wratiing on TV tod wandered 
why »he ref can't stop outaide help like I>ou Albeno? . 

D -VCU 
GlMeb.ro, N J 

Tony Garea. since leaving the World Wrwrtling Federation, tqjont 
a short period of time In the Carottnaa. ihen went ba<:k to bw native 
land of New Zealand where he’s doing extremely well However, he 
is being approached by Larry Zbyeko to return to the WWF to g« 
another crack -l the title. 

Wrestling fans in general. I'm wire, are aware of the fact by now 
ths: Tito Santana and Ivan Putaki are the newlv-<rown»d WorH 
Tag Team champion*, having defeated th* Valiant Brothers in 
Mtdiaon Square Garden Monday night. Oct. U. 

Referee* h»v«. the authority under the rul*a of the Pantaylvania 
State Athletic Commission to stop any match, at any tune, and 
disqualify any individuaU or participants for outoide inUrferenc*. 
Tins is purely ai the d^H:rrlioo of the icfeiee*. who. ioirdentaUv, 
week directly for the «t»U- athletic commissions and are it no way 
niwnwm-d. paid or booked by the World Wrestling Federation. 

Dear Mr. Moiwstn. 

I liave une question fnr you. How come Bob Backlund doawn't 
wrestle once tn a while on 'PV? I understand he has a buay ichedule 
to keep but whtn Kruno was the champ he alwam Ux>li time to 
wrestle on TV 

B. McCollam 
Philadelphia 

Not ton runny people arc arukms to wrestle Bob Backlund on a 
sviidirattrl television ptugram. If they lose they would he heat«n In 
the eyes »f millu>iis of |*-ople In addition. Hm-klurufs schedule is ao 
dcmnnrling that, at the present time, televuuon l*»uw are out of the 
question ts far as the WWK is conctcned. However, this does not 
inrun vi hi might not see Bob Backlund on your leleviattn in the 
future 

Dear Gorilla: 

How the hell did Jetry (Crusher) Blackwell get into t-tia year's 
WiidH\ Sirongmt Man competition on the (THS Sports Spectacu- 
lar? While it s true pm wrestlers have In-en in each of the thee 
annual competitions there are certainly many grapplem who out- 
iivuslr HUckwcll — Bruno Kammartino. Nieoli Vulkoff. Dick the 
Hrui'er anti vomself included 

BohLangtus 

Philadelphia 

l wasn’t aware the Crusher Blackwell wus involved in the World’s 
Strongest Man competition. In the e'ent that he was. 1 don’t know 
how he got in there He must have had some pretty strorj connec- 
tions Iwcause it certainly takes a great deal of good connections to 
g*t involved in the world's strongest men's competition aince they 
are a verv selective organization. 



In This Corner 


*n»i» wook’fl personality profile ia Ken Patera, ll 
would take more thim one column to do justice to 
Ken and all his accomplishments, so we'll just give 
the highlights. 

Ken was bora and raised in Portland, Oregon aivl 
niter completing high school went on Co Brigham 
Young University where he was a record-breaking 
shotputter and discus thrower as well as an.unbeliev- 
al»li> weight lifter. In 1968 Patera made his first ap- 
pearance at the Pan American Games, completely 
outclassed the opposition and won the meet. Ken fol- 
lowed up by winning in the Pan American games of 
1969, 70 and 71. 

Then came the dream of every amateur athlete — a 
chance to compete in the Olympics. The year was 
1972, the locution Munich. Germany. Ken had 
trained all his life for this moment and when it was all 
over he stood proudly on the platform and received a 
bronze medul for the United Staten. 

Many sportawriters feel Uiat if Ken had not com- 
peted with a back injury, he might have captured a 
gold. Nevertheless, it was an unbelievable perform- 
ance by the young man from Oregon and his name is 

forsvor inscribed on tk« Olympic accord books. 

. Upon returning to the United States Ken wus be- 
sieged with all kinds of offers from movies to pro foot- 
ball Ken turned down all thwso offers to pursue- n 
career in professional wrestling. Ken received his ear- 
ly training in the AWA organization and was under 
the watchful ey* of ring veteran Vern Gagne. Ken left 
the AWA after beating all the big nnines there, in- 
cluding Gagne, and after having difficulty obtaining a 
title shot The title holders teemed to he doing every- 
thing poaible to avoid Ken Patera. In desjteration 
Ken sought out world-renowned manager lx>u Albano 
and hecimine part of his stable. 

Ken has mastered one of the most feared holds in 
wrestling, the swinging neelt breaker which is really 
nothing more tliun a full nelson htd with Ken’s unbe- 
lievable strength it’s transformed into a crippling 


Gorilla Monsoon 
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Patera 
one of 
the best 




hold, us can he attested to by Billy Whitewolf, Kevin 
Sullivan, Johnny Rivera and Juun Ixipez. All these 
men wore hospitalized by the swinging neck breaker. ~ 

Ken claims to he the strongest man in professional 
wrestling with the posable exception of Bruno Sam- 
inartmo, who he says u No. 2. Ken is now appearing 
once again in the World Wrentling Federation und to 
everyone’s surprise h«u taken the Grand Wizard as 
his manager. Ken state* he’s here for one reason only 
— to take Boh Backlund’s title and retire from pro- 
fessional wrestling. 

We’ve only touched briefly on Ken Patera and I 
hope it stimulates some quest ions. 

Now to the mailbag: 

Dear Gorilla: 

When I was watching wrestling on TV this 
puel week I now you come to the rescue of I)om> 
inick DeNucci against the Valiant Brothers. You 
broke up a thrcc-agoinst-one combination. And 
twain I saw you escort Fred Dlnssie hack to the 
dreading room when DeNucci wus wrestling 


Swede Hanson. Why do you always come to the 
aid of better wrestlers and never help u fair one 
liko Johnny Kivcra or Steve King? 

Dqiutl I). Leadlcy 
’ Elm, N.J. 

I can ony come when I am at ringside I am not 
always available and at the matches. When l do nee 
an injustice being done and nothing being done about 
it, I will get involved Unfortunately I’m not around 
all the time. 

Dear Gorilla: 

I mall enjoy your column and ulwaya look for- 
wurd to it. It’s about time the newspapers take 
pro wrestling seriously. I have a few questions 
and I would appreciate it If you would answer 
them. I was watching wrestling on television* 
and Captain Louis Albano was talking about the 
Valium Brothers’ wrestling moves. I am unfa- 
miliar with two of them — the step over toe 
hold and the chicken wing. I would like to know 
what they arc. 

Also, I would like to know about one of my 
favorite wrestlers, the Columbian Jaguar. Kven 
though I only saw him once, and he lost so badly 
he had to be curried off on a stretcher, I really 
like his leopard akin outfit. 

•J.F. Beurwoof 
Flourtown, Pa. 

The step over toe hold is when a man is laying on 
Im back grasping either leg and stepping over it with 
your left legend twisting inwardly. 

A chicken wing is a hnmmerlock with pressure ap- 
plied away from the body — in other words, drawing 
the arm away from the hack. This causes a great deal 
of pain and in a very effective hold. 

That is the reason we don’t see the Columbian Jag- 
uar around any more. Things got too hot for him in 
the World Wrestling Federation. He was not big 
enough or strong enough to survive in the WW’K 
where super heavyweights reign. 
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This Saturday is the super-spectacular There is a very good possibility that Larry 
w restlingcard at the Spectrum featuring Zbysko and Brjno Sammartino could form a 
a special return match between Pat team Partnership. It certainly would be 
Patterson and Bob Backlund. In addi- u . n,qu 1 e since Lar, y Zbysko is the only profes- 
tion, a real crowd plcaser, an 18 man «nusively by 

SdS’siOWO^h R °* Val Wil ' be he,d 'ainlywould he an awe.o ra e”ombinalioL Z'd 

u,th S 10,000 to the winner. Everyone very difficult to defeat. I definitely would like 

who is anyone in pro wrestling has *o *ee it happen myself. 

signed up for this one namely the three Dear Gorilla Monsoon: 

Valiants, the Arab, Big Bob Duncum, I would like to know if there is an address I ran 

Bulldog Brower, Chief Jay Strongbow, WT,te 10 Tito Santana or Bob Backlund for 

Tito Santana, Ted DiBiase, Dominic a “ ,0 S ra Pj | ed pictures or to congratulate them on a 

DeNucci, Larry Zbysko, myself and the mluhes S" *° 

Polish Power Ivan Putski. ^ thv H Fred 

™“ no - < A,so ' wh y do most wrestlers leave the 

** ^ « «ou* Spectrum promoter af ‘ e ' *“» ta * * ■“* _ 

Phil Zacko has put together eight other outstand- * Richard Cohen 

ng bouts paired from the Battle Royal. The Spec- rWe ,u m , , Phi *« d olphia 

nun will be rocking. ’ P f Once again the mailing address for all pro- 

# feanonal wrestlers currently in the World 

-tv- .. Wrestling Federation is Wrestline A*sooi«- 

This week * personality profile is Polish Power tions, PO Box 877, Willingboro, NLJ QSQ46 
van Putski. Bom Jan. 30. 1941 in YusrrieboucunL an, ’ * ’ ' 

i small town in Poland, Ivan and his family were AU l ° P * lar * * UCh “* Swede Hanson have 
daced in a Ubor camp at the outbreak of World desks for te,e ’ 

' " n a,,d rmakte d there until the war ended. f V ncwcom "* or 

' upstarts, such as Fred Marzeno, are most 

In 1951. Ivan s entire family came to the United “"ous to sign these, feeling if they ahould 
xate* as displaced persons and went to work on a ** ,uck >' enough to get a victory on~a syndi- 
™ ® Texas Iv an's dad was a carpenter and in- catcd *«*evirfon program before millions of 
ented a unique hinge which the United States it would immediately enhance their 

overnment bought. reaUy putting the Putski fam- c * rMr *- However, nine times out of 10 

y in good shape. they’re going to end up on the short end of 

sc-, 

ras an outstanding football star and he was re. upon losing a title, leave the World Wrestline 
2515: ^ Ulhwe ? S V*“ WhUe at Federation, as can be XeZi ETCS 


Who’s after 
Bob’s belt? 


T\i» week'i featured personality is 
Chief Jay Stroojbow. The Chief wu 
bora U Piwhual*. Okla. «dC u very 
proud of bi. heritage ul d.e abili- 
ties which have allowed him to he 
unonj the grate of profeaiioiui 
•Trailing. 

Jtj fir* tr~U Hi» t r...nc. kao— < I a lha WMtd 

W rwt fa C F«d**aooo a 1971 rod ovem*!* -on 
U>» id mi* ton ltd reaped c4 -l>r wntltaf com- 
na«ly Jay .. — > Mh -r— I,* £ f.na 

ind uMdfiddy p\« much of h» Irw time 10 char- 
noble u ( iia.u-. Ho a .lw.„ „*j, uuau 


i by Cr»* V* 




Hr This Corner 


■MMHiInnm 


1 here cow no 
lmd«a n dh>l 


-juMC-m W»re did Bob Back- 
la •i.^ivDKdr 

Joe* Com* 


I don’t knew -bore roa ran in David. Bru- 
no Smmertino 1 n. other lien if yon went 

lolblubo,!. And J,.», did -no b- toll you 

that 1 rally dol l know whew be rot hie in- 
formotioa bread*, to Ibe boot of my knout- 
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Jn This Corner 


with SorUio Monsoon 


Dusty Rhodes 
gets r&matth 

This week's personality profile is about Golden 

Boy Arnold Skauland. 

Arnold wm bem in White Plains. MY. and attended White 
Mains High School where he had *n outstanding (our years of 
footboll. baseball. bo»LiR and wrestling. A* a matter of tact, he 
«bb the only imn in win a *»tt champraiMtiip m bislh 
howngand wrestling in New York 

I’pon graduation he entered the U S. Marine Corps where 
m MJ, he was with Carton'* Haiders at Guadalcanal end 
Msinda. He late. w«nt with the firs Morme Division to Umm 
and Okinawa 

Af-.er four »«a rs with the Marine Corps he returned to r.vil- 
un life where he placed wmi-pro football with the White 
Dairv. All-Stars. AmoM was introduced to profewiorai wres- 
tiin* by Kadi Dwsek and had ha first match m Columbia Fa/K. 

N .1 »g»in>l the fanuiui Tv a Ryan, the AB- Amxri«-»n -til from 
Holy Crow. A« a profeawonal he held the following titles 
Southern Males Heavyweight champion: Pacific Coast chain. 
I«>a Briibh Columbia heavyweight champion He has wr». 
tledaueh roe.to <u> Jimmy Londoo. Ix/u Theze, Bobby BniM. 

Bill Long son and i-erov McGunch 

Sluoluid started managing the prof<MX>nal career of Bruno 
Nunmarttto in 1963 acd has been the outstanding manager of 
resord for the pm decade Upon Bruno * retirement. Arnold 
pirehoml the contract of Dob BovkJund, realising the great 
potential cf this young wrestler — and rightly eo. bccauMi to- 
day Qackhind ia the world champion 

It certainly « a pleasure to have been associated with Arnold 
Skaaiand there many years i\« laund him to he a perfect 
gentleman anil an ai»t to the .port of wreotling. 

Dear Mr. JfoTetou 

/ l maM like to knout If Baron Mike Beieluna Mr AW 
or wn pari of any championship ML 

AM / would like to know hew you feel about Dusty 
HAodrt winning the NWA championship Ml and the 
iray hr lost It one it«* later. 

Harold Hurwilr 
Philadelphia 

I don't believe that Mike Sachins ever held a championship 
tale with the powible exception of a tag team title. I am am- 
bigutnu obout that iwcaune it seem » to me that 1 .saw a picture 
lA hjtl with a Is* lean title belt — but w* from lino orea. 
Mike » currently vr*«tJing in Hawaii and doini eitretmlv 
well 

I felt very zood abort lAuty besting Harley Hare fc» the 
NWA championship title and although there —on quite a bit of 
controversy about the way Bare got (ho title hark, no* munt 
understand that different states have different rules u far ax 
tiller are concerned. 

For Maniple, here in the Rust . the only wav a tit!* can 
rbanse hands ia through pin foil or »ubmi»ion. however in 
rrany other put* of the country, a disqualify-niion. count out 
or injury could coat you the title, i believe that a rematch has 
already been tcheduled and uiJJ take place in Madrttn Square 
Garilen In December 

Otar Mr. ,M onsoon: 

I ww wondering If you could nil nr how I could tend a birth- 
day sard to Steve Trans. / i nou< he it currently urestling in 
Fbrtdo and he told me hit huthday is Dee 11 Sine* ,t i m getting 
elese to that date, I'd really like the address hi that Steie knous 
hu /ana haien i forgotten him 

Atro, 1 just want to ,ay that I Une your column and I was 
uenderi.ii/ if you planted o profile on Slei* or Baddy Piper. 
Eien though Roddy only appeared twite c n TV / saw Aim n few 
tunes ui New York and I really liked Am c tor. 

Michael Godshall 
Lonsdale 

You need merely wnd your curd to Florido Championship 
Wrestling, North Albsnv Street. Tampa Fla and I'm sure Steve 
wili gel it 

As far as personalities profiles on the men you mentioned. Cm 
•urc they will be coventi owner or Inter The profile* will be 
going "" for mrw rim* ami well iry to do ovvrvbody 




Super card 
is earning 

As I promised last week, here are some additional matches 
slated for the Spectrum Jan. 12. In addition to Patera vs. Putaki, 
and Hanson vs. yours truly, we'll have the great Hussien Arab 
meeting LaiTy Zybisco, Johnny Rodz facing the French sensation 
Rene Goulet. Bulldog Brower meeting a newcomer, Mike Mas- 
ters, and Jose Estrada trying to get a win over the roughneck. 
Davey O' Hannan. 

Promoter Phil Zacko has told me that there will be two other 
outstanding bouts on the card. One of them will feature champion 
Bob Backlund in a title defense, the opponent not yet known. 
And the Intercontinental heavyweight champion. Pat Patterson, 
has also signed an open contract and will appear on the card. 

The Mexican sensation, Tito Santana, who is currently co-hold- 
er of the world tag team title, will face the awesome Hulk Hogan, 
the 6-7, 225-pound giant who has an impressive undefeated 
record. I know I’ll be out there to watch that one. 

This week’s personality profile is going to be interrupted so that 
I may bring you some insight into how professional wrestlers deal 
with the many physical injuries they receive. Wrestling being an 
individual sport, many wrestlers enter the ring with injuries 
which would have the layman home in bed. such as sprains, liga- 
ment tears, fractures, stitches and countless contusions and con- 
cussions. When 20,000 people pack an arean to see one of their 
favorites, they don’t want to hear that he has a sprained ankle 
and will be substituted for. 

Backlund, the current champ, has stepped into the squared cir- 
cle with a dislocated shoulder, water on the knee, tom ligaments 
and countless stitches. I personally can remember back to the 
early 1960s in the old Madison Square Garden, while opposing 
Sammartino, having Bruno fracture two of my riba in the first 30 
seconds of the match. And the match continued for another hour 
and 22 minutes. You can't call lime out and send in a replacment. 

Let's dip into the mailbag. 

Dear Gorilla: 

Who did Ted DiBiase beat for the North American title, and 
what is going to happen to the belt now that Pat Patterson has 
given it up? > 

From a great fan, 
Jim Currie 
Bristol 

First, Ted DiBiase, to the best of my knowledge, won the- 
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North American title in Texas from Terry Funk. I believe 
the North American title at the moment is in the hands of 
the Worldwide Wrestling Federation. Mr. Shima in .Japan, 
and I’m sure a new tournament will be held to crown a new 
champion, 

Backlund'* belt, which is not the one he carries into the 
ring (that's merely a replica) has gold and stones for an 
approximate value of $65,000. If a match were ever to take 
place between Backlund and Sammartino, I'd say you’d 
have to pack your lunch, because it’s liable to be an all 
night affair and drag on into the morning. 

Dear Gorilla: 

Was Aruire the Giant ever in a battle royal before . If so, how 
many times did he win them ? When is Andre the Giant coming 
back to the Spectrum again? 

Is Dusty Rhodes ever coming back to the Spectrum again? 

What's happened to wrestlers like Golden Terror, Spiros 
Arion, BiUy Graham, the Lumberjacks, Mike Masearos. Profes- 
sor Toru Tanaka, Mr. Fuji, to name a few ? 


James Doney 
Upper Darby 

Andre the Giant has been in 35 or 40 battle royals and 
has yet to he defeated. He should be returning back to the 
WWWF area in early 1980. He haa a very demanding 
schedule which takes him all over the world. 

Dusty Rhodes definitely will be returning to the Spec- 
trum in 1980. Promoter Phil Zacko is currently working 
out a contractual agreement with him. All the wrestlers 
you have named are still in professional wrestling. It's a 
big sport throughout the world and most of these men are 
working in other areas of the world. If you care to write to 
them specifically, moil will be forwarded to them at the 
usual address. Wrestling Associates, PO Box 877, Willing- 
boro, NJ. 080-16. 

Dear Gorilla: 

Do you think the major wrestling alliances will unite in the 
future? Why or why not? 

Gary Schafkopf 
Philadelphia 

I don’t believe major alliances will ever unite unless cable 
TV forces them to. They’re predominantly independent 
contractors and work only in a specific area. However, 
cable television within the next 10 years may change all 
that. And that remains to be seen. . 
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BLOOD match 
due tsf Spectrum 

Spectrum wrestling fane will get to aee > real blood match Jan. 12 when Pat 
Patterson battles CapL Lou Albano is a special grudge match. 

The match has an interesting history. Several weeks ago Albano purchased 
Patterson's contract from the Grand Wizard, but Patterson was never notified 
that hi* contract had been sold. This he resented very much. 

Patterson also has a low opinion of Albano. calling him "a crary, uncouth slob” 
and stating that he resents deeply "being in the zoo world ofCapt. Lou Albano." 


While Psttaison’a Iswytr* »er* trying to find > 
way to get Ptt'f contract back. Albano signed *' 
stx-min Ug team match combining Patterson and 
the Samoans against Ivin Putaki. Tito Santaiu 
and Larry Zbysko. During this match Albano and 
Patterson had a comylce falling out. ending up 
with the Samoans holiim Patterson while Albano 
Clobbered hint With a chair. Patterson needed sev. 
crol ruhu to clces ths wouada bofor. it -u all 
over. 

lYomoter l'lul iacko was clever enough to gel 
»uh thsa* name* signed on i contract to appear 
.« the special Spectrjm grudge match .Saturday. 
;un- 12 and it's certainly i feaiher in his cap. 

!» addition to the tpocal grudg* match, 
tbng Ians will also see '-he following bouU Jan. 12 
-lose i^inaa vs. D»'c on an non; Jolirny ft<Wi 
.gamrt Rene Goulet H -11 dee Brower rs. Mike 
Masters; Hussein AraO taking on Larry Zbysko. i 
-pecial attraction match with Tito Saitiaiua bat 
• line Hulk Hogan; Swede Hanson vs. yours truly. 
Gorilla Monsoon; Ken Patera vs. Ivan Putski. and 
hv ream event foe the world title. Bob Baellunl 
«* the World Wrestling .federation's No ! :hul- 
irnger Bo» Du ncum. 

And with the IPftfi wrestling season bird upOS 
US, the Spectrum is offenng a special. All seasoa 
ticket hokleo who purctaae their tickets before 
Jan. i can do ao for 19TS prices. Choice seats for 
the U-bout schedule are available row. For fur- 
ther ioformaiion contact Pat r*"rri*.. 215 ?35 OOltt 
at the Spectrum ticket oftu 
No* to this week's mail 
Dost Gorilla: 

What is the yob of s wrwtling manager* Alao. do 
Fred B lassie. Lou Albano and the Grand Wizard 
continue to manage their wrestlers after thev have 
I .‘ft the WWf" 

Rick I-angnas 

Philadelphia 

Dear Sir: 

The job of a wreatliag manager i* to book 
whatever wrestlers are in hi a stable, take 
care of their traveling itinerary, aeodt future 
opponent*, nlm important matches and con- 
stantly »e«k out new talent for their stable*. 
It is a very hectic carter, one which requires 
a great many hours devoted directly to their 
liuainm, a great deal of travtlia) and a great 
deal of expense. In most cases when a wres- 
tler leaves s particular area he does not give 
up his manager. Most manager* will travel 
with their wrestlers and give interviews any- 
where in the United States. Only when s con- 
trad ia broken nr savarwd do*a the relation- 
ship between a manager and wrestler break 
up. 

Pros moro exciting 

Dear Gorilla: 

I have jurt recently momc rntemird in 


wrcatling and I want to know why it ia so much 
different than college wrestling. I think pro wjrs 
tlrng is wore exciting. 

Ajio. can you tell me if Bob Btckluod. Frink 
Williarra ard Steve Travna have nicknames* 

Frank (The Hurricane) Crown 
Philadelphia 

Dear Sir: 

Professional wrestling and amateur wres- 
tling certainly are worlds apart. The only di 
reel correlation would he that all profession 

a! wrestlers, at one time or another, were in- 
volved in amateur wrestling, knowing all the 
basic skill* and fundamental* for without 
them they would not be able to survive as 
professional WTesxiers. 

However, we deal in excitement. Un/or 
tuaalely the professional sport* that draw 
big money today arc the body conUtcl a port* 
such ss football, wrestling, hockey and even 
basketball, which is oot devoted to body con 
tact- For eiunplc. ia hockey, there U |u*i aa 
much. if not more, crowd reaction when they 
drop their gloves aa when they score a goal. 

Bob Backlund. to my knowledge, does not 
have a nickname Frank Williams is common 
ly referred to as The lhumb, being that he 
lost h» thumb in ar accident. Stove Travis, 
former rookie of the year, to the beat of my 
knowledge, had no nickname. 

Who’s the fastest? 

Dear Gorilla: 

Who holds the record for the fastest match? 
Who holds the record lor the fastest championship 
match where the belt changed hands' 1 la Jack Pa 
tera. coach of the Seattle Seahawks. the brother 
Ken Paters’ 

Finally, 1 have a bet going with my fnend Mike 
Pilumbo that Bruno Sammartiao beat Buddy 
Huger? for the belt with a backbnakcr, but h« in 
aisti tftat it was with the bear hug Please settle 
this dispute. 

Don Heim 
Philadelphia 


Dear sir: 

Your* truly holds the record for the 
pin, sine seconds. It took place at Bos 
Gardena. I believe, in 1*76. My opponent was 
the Golden Terror. 

The Samznartiao-Buddy Rogers match, held 
in Madison Square Garden in Juno, IMS. wno 
the quickest championship match, in a time, I 
believe, of 1:48. That match waa terminated 
with Bruno defeating Roger, with a back- 
breaker. 

Yea, Jack Patera U tbm brother of ttoOlym- 
pic Strongmen Raw Patera. 
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Hulk Hogan 9 s incredible task 


This week’s personality profile 
is Hulk Hogan, who was discov- 
ered by the fashion plate of pro- 
fessional wrestling, Fred Blaasie, 
on Muscle Beach in Venice. Calif. 
The 6-8, 320-pound giant unmedi- 
ntely caught Ulassie’s eye. After 
signing him to a contract and hav- 
ing him undergo a year of secret 
training. Blaaaie introduced him 
to the world of professional wres- 
tling. 

To date Hogan has compiled a 
very impressive undefeated win 
streak. In his latest victory, he de- 
feated the North American 
Heavyweight champion Ted Di- 
Biase. Blaasie feels that, within 
the near future, Hulk Hogan will 
he wearing the World Heavy- 
weight Championship belt. 

In my opinion, however, his un- 
defeated streak could come to an 
abrubt halt when, on Jan. 12 at 
the Spectrum. Hogan faces the 
dynamic Mexican sensation Tito 
Santana. If Hogan is to build the 
type of reputation that Fred Blaa- 



sie has in mind for him, he cer- 
tainly will have to get by the likes 
of Tito Santana. If this doesn’t 
come about, I’m sure hia rating by 
the World Wrestling Federation 
would not afford him a title shot. 

He seems to possess all the nec- 
essary attributes, such as sire, 
speed, agility and extreme power 
(to date having bench pressed 590 
pounds). It only remains to be 
seen if he possesses the intangi- 
bles that can only come from ex- 
perience in the ring. It certainly 
will be interesting to follow the 
career of Hulk Hogan. 

• • • • v 

And speaking of the Jan. 12 card 


at the Spectrum, promoter Phil 
Zacko has done a whopdoodle of a 
job. Look at these matches he’ll 
be presenting: . 

Jose Estrada vs. Dave O’Han- 
non; Johnny Rodz va. Reno 
Goulet; Bulldog Brower barking 
up against Mike Masters; Hussein 
Arab hojding I jury Zbysko hos- 
tage; a special attraction match 
between Tito Santana and Hogan; 
Swede Hanson taking on yours 
truly; a special grudge match be- 
tween Pat Patterson and Capt. 
Lou Albano; Ken Patera taking on 
Ivan Putaki; and of course, the 
main event for the world title with 


Bob Backlund trying to hold off 
No. 1 World Wrestling Federation 
challenger Bob Duncum. 

Now to the mailbag: 

Dear Gorilla : 

Who is responsible for bringing 
new latent into the WWF — ■ the 
promoters or the managers' Also, 
I once read that you would like to 
go into the promotional end o/ 
wrestling after hanging up the 
boots. My questions are these : 
Assuming you did become a pro- 
moter, would you promote match- 
es in this area and, if so, would 
you make any significant changes 
in the federation f 

David Cohen 
Philadelphia 

The talent which is brought into 
the World Wrestling Federation 
area is done so by promoters 
Vince McMahon and Phil Zacko. 
Managers can only suggest to pro- 
moters what talent they have 
available and the promoters de- 
cide actually who is to wrestle, 


along with the World Wrestling 
Federation. Countless numbers of 
wrestlers call these promoters ev- 
ery day. wishing to wrestle in the 
World Wrestling Federation be- 
cause this is the mecca of profes- ■£ 
sional wrestling and they know r 
that if they want to make a name o 
for themselves in professional P 
wrestling it can be done here. 

I, personally, although in the £ 
twilight of my career, am not yet g 
ready to hang up my tights. But £ 
when the day comes that I decide ► 
to do that I would certainly like to ^ 
get involved in the promotional f 
end of professional wrestling — 
probably not so much in booking 
wrestling talent or putting togeth- 
er WTestling cards as in a public 
relations approach to try to edu- 
cate the public as to what profes- 
sional wrestling is really all about. 

1 feel this has been in some real 
need over the past years because 
promoters have not educated the 
public as well as they could have. 
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We are just a few days 
away from Saturday’s big 
wrestling card at the Spec- 
trum and it seems that the 
majority of wrestling fans 
are really anxious to see 
the special grudge match 
between Captain Lou Al- 
bano and Pat Patterson. 

In my personal opinion, though, 
the greatest match of the evening 
will be the title match for I feel 
that Bobby Duncum certainly has 
the greatest chance of anyone of 
taking the title away from Bob 
Backlund. 

It would be really nice for Phila- 
delphia wrestling fans to get a 
title change in the Spectrum. To 
the best of my recollection the 
only title change ever to take 
place in Philadelphia was at the 
old Philadelphia Arena when 
Stan Staaiak defeated then-cham- 
pion Pedro Morales. 

Saturday's other bouts, inciden- 
tally. will feature yours truly en- 
tering the ring against the- always 
rough-and-ready Swede Hanson. 

Meet Dominic DeNucci 

Thu week'* personality profile 
is Dominic DeNucci,. bom in 
Campogaaw. Italy. 

Dominic trained in amateur 
wrestling from the age of eight, 
but. coming from a big family, 

DeNucci had to go to work early 
trying to raise money to relocate 

his family in Montreal. Canada. CQ? — 

After many hardships the family . t 

finally did make the transition to „ bby ? ny ? 

Canada where Dominic was of- Philadelphia 

fered a good job as an upholsterer 

— a job which enabled him. to The Executioners have split up 
send money to Italy in hopes of as a team. One us working in 
bringing his entire family to Cana- North Carolina and the other, to 
da. be beat of my knowledge, has re- 

Dominic continued his wrestling tired from pro wrestling and is 
training at night and. in 1965. was now with an insurance company, 
convinced by one of Canada’s top Dean Ho is currently working in 
wresltere. Yvan Robbert, to turn Hawaii and doing quite well, 
to professional wrestling as a Tony Garea was in Madison 
means to supplement his income. Square Garden right before the 
After only two years Dominic was holidays and has returned to New 
a headliner, and since then has Zealand where he is engaged in 
traveled ad over the world with a wrestling and is currently the 
reputation of being one of wres- New Zealand heavyweight cham- 
tling's greats. pion. Killer Kowalski is in Stone- 

Domiruc currently makes his ham. Mass, where he is an elec- 
home in Pittsburgh where he lives tronical engineer and has com- 
with his wife and daughter. Since pletely retired from professional 
being a professional DeNucci has wrestling. Spiros Arion is wres- 
held four outstanding wrestling ti- tling in South Africa while mak- 
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the Los Angeles area. El Olvmpi- 
co is retired from professional 
wrestling and owns a bar and res- 
taurant in Northeast Philadel- 



Duncum to get rematch 


Anyone who was not among the sellout crowd at the 
Spectrum lust Saturday missed one of the greatest 
nights in pro wrestling history. 

In Ihe festurc mutch WWP 


champion Hob Harkluml was 

••eaten by liob Duncum, but. bc- 

cntiM* of the current rule inter- 
pretation. Hackluml did not lone 
hw title The rule in that a title 
can only change IimihIh on a pin 
or aubmiasion. Iteferee Dick 
Woerhle stopped the match 
after 17:35 because of a severe 
cut over Backlund'H eye and 
awarded the match to Duncum. 

Promoter Phil Zacko, upon 
seeing the outcome, rushed to 
Backlund’s dressing room and 
even us the doctor was stitching 
Bob’s wound, Zacko got his sig- 
nature on a contract for a return 
match to be held at the Spec- 
trum Saturday, Feb. 9. 

Also on the Feb. 9 card the 
Wild Samoaiw will face Tito 
Santana and yours truly, the 
very impressive Hulk Hogan will 
meet Dominic DeNucci; and. re- 
turning alter a lengthy ahsense. 
four of the world’s best midget 
wrestlers will compete in an 
Australian tag team match. 

• • • 

This week’a personality profile 
is Captain lx>u Alhano, the man- 
ager of some of the more in- 
famoUN wrestlers in the ring to- 
day. The Captain was an active 
wrestler for 20 years before be- 
coming a manager. During his 


career Albano held the World 
Tag Team chaiupioiiahip with 
partner Tony Altimore and the 
Midwestern Tag Team title for 
three consecutive year*. 

Since retiring from the ring Al- 
bano has managed 29 men. 
Among the moat famous — or 
infamous — was Ivan Koloff, the 
man who first stripped Sammar- 
tino of his title. Also in Albano’a 
stable at one lime waa the 
world's strongest man and 
Olympic star Ken Patera. 

Captain I<ou is the only man in 
pro wrest Img history to have 
managed eight world tag team 
championship teams. As a youth 
Alhano was a two-time Catholic 
All-America in football and 
received a scholarship to the 
University of Tennessee where 
he was an oustanding right 
guard. 

The Captain’s latest find are 
the unbelievable Wild Samoans. 
Coming from American Samoa, 
the two brothers Alsa and Sica 
both are $-1 and have a com 
bined weight of «05 pounds. The 
Samoans have an ancestry of 
cannibalism and thru diet today 
consists of plenty of raw meat, 
fish and chicken. The Captain 
admits he has a very difficult 
time controlling this pair, but 


In this corner 

GORILLA MONSOON 


feels that the time ia well spent 
because he knows in the near fu- 
ture they will become the world 
champions. - 

The Captain has devoted his 
entire life to professional wres- 
tling. spending most of his time 
traveling the world seeking out 
new talent. Many people feel 
that Captain Lou Alhano ia not 
playing with a full deck, howev- 
er over the years he ha^ proven 
to the wrestling world that he is 
the manager of champions And 
if the Samoans don’t make a 
meal out of him he’ll be around 
for a long lime 
Now to the mailbag: 

Dear Gorilla: 

I look forward ei <ery Wednes, 
day for your column in the 
Journal, houeter. / fee l after 
la*t week's column you owe ua 
Philadelphia fans an apitlogy 

I am at a loss to see how you 
feel it would really be nice to 


have a title change in Philadel- 
phia when it would go to the 
likes of (Bob) Duncum and Al- 
bano. 

• Richard D. Stauffer 

Lebanon. Pa. 

, 1 feel that a professional 
wrestling title could change 
hands on any given night. 
Bob Duncum is an outstand- 
ing wrestler regardless of 
who manages him and he has 
all the credentials to prove it. 
1 feel it would be a feather in 
the cap of the Philadelphia 
Spectrum not only to have a 
match of thia magnitude, but 
also to see a title change. 

I am not a friend of Bob 
Duncum or Lou Albano. I 
was merely expressing my 
opinion as to the outcome of 
that particular mutch. 

Dear Gorilla: 

Will Billy While wolf ever wrc» 
tie again? Who do you think wl 


be the next WWF champion? I 
Chief Jay Strongbow still wre> 
tling in the WWF? 

Kevin Jacksoi 
Newark, Del 

Billy Whitewolf, after being 
seriously injured several 
years ago at the hands of Ken 
Patera, was forced to retire 
irom professional wrestling. 
However, as with most pro- 
fessional wrestlers, he is a 
well educated individual and 
is currently teaching school 
in Hawaii. 

1 fed that there are several 
men in the WWF with the 
ability to strip Backlund of 
his title, including Bob Dun- 
cum, Ken Patera and Hulk 
Hogan. 

Currently Chief Jay 
Strongbow Is wrestling in 
the Midwest and is no longer 
fulfilling any bookings in the 
WWF. 
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I Save inovfti rohnv Ml»n 
anaing about i hr unscheduled 
bout !—«•**« my melt and 
Mihimmrf All which took 
place Jan I. 1*76 The s*Ung 
■u I hr nM Phdadetphia Arena 
•here we were doing om» regu- 
lar wrestling tapuigs before a 
Mve audience 

Without any poor notice All 
artvsd on the acme with an 
entourage of about 40 and neat- 
•d himself al rmgwde I found 
out later that All had signed a 
."c« tract to mW Jsparae'* 

-i ratling at ar Antonio Annai 
ai a hro* date. and. hearing 
’(•< pro wrvsthng was on at 
the Arena that night. Sr dec id- 
«d to take a look al what hr 
had rotten himself involved in 
'I loh* yM' 

I .v -ratling Raton SkIu 
na and -ben Snctuna waa 
canted out in the nng. Ah 
rotnpad (roe n (us veal scream- 
ing. "I 'an take you." and 
pouting at me 

My reply -as ‘You can lake 
nr '•» lu«h or Jimm." and 
»-*h this Ah strapped to the 
wuat and noaird tike nng 
Once Insula ha too* hi* rimes 
otf and started itanring around 
] really didnl know eiaetiy 
•hat All ha<l m mud but he 
certainly -sent going to nuke 

« reputation over me on na- ./ore Oat 

tuna! tdrvmon Fltwrfoun 

He continued dancing around Manager# rrr usually at 
*nd began throwing >»bs at «•» the Spectrum, lou Alba no 
moatlv from a aafe distance Aa film s every match that hia 
he danced around he came personnel is invovled in and 

ctoaer and cioaer. constantly he does Ibis under many 

throwing punches When he disguise*. Managers are de- 

C*« * lorn enough I grabbed him final y not barred from any 

up in an AiryUnr .pm. gave arena, although many time. 

Km a good nde and threw him thetr busy schedules do not 

to I ha canvaa Hr -aa doxy allow them to make all the 

bom the tgan and stunned major Hubs. 

(nun hitting thr canvaa. to The wruatling nag it cob- 
-hlrh he -a* not accustomed .trurtrd of steal, primarily. 
Bel <>re thw could go any fur csvrrrd with four-by-eight 

tfcer mi or eight of his men -bewta of one inch plywood, 

tumped mu* the nng and A piece of carpeting covers 

'bagged him nut and I haven't (he plywood to keep the 

wan nun again to this day wood from splintering and 

a a o a canvaa covers everything. 

There -ill be Mood in ihr Most wresihog rings are J0- 

rre* of both Bob Durv-jm rod foot square. howevgr there 

Bob BarUund -hen the t-n sre moo 1 A- footers 
(angle al ihe Spectrum Feb * Ye*, my nickname «a Ihr 
.a a rhompronatup bout of ihr Jersey C.iani 
World Wrestling Federation f*ror (.'-ilM 

II .out! remember, liuncum / •*" ■"/rrrxfed M Oecoming 

Wat Ba.klund .n a moirh -• - -«*«» < «• ~- 

the Spectrum Ian 12. kui ihe *»*• 

• •I e iimn 1 change hand. -m- A-' '-A-' *" J 

rvtetrc Us-k Woehrle Mopped u.enea urr-f/rr* in «Ac i* 
ihr light Mcauv Bock kind Him mucA awm dif it ir»e» 
•as bleeding eacewnvslv mat* p*r ma/ch' 

Ba.klund admit* .ha. fd"ar./, 

Woehrle . . hn bnm was curmt PMtdtlphtm 

but airo know* that thr rr.ord Any .Aquinas should be 
N .As -ci -plain .he man- -ntleo to Capital * re- 
| net in wluch he lo-t ihr b«- rt <*'"» torp.. 1021 Vermont 
_ inlv that he l— H-d •* Am. N W . Washington. 




GOHlllA MONSOON spean* at SAC yesie'tlr. af'e.nvoo 

Is it for real? 
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Gorilla Monsoon says ‘Yes!’ 


Bv PAUIFSHBEIH 
assistant Arts Ednor 

Brfom*' opymng t»tl nngt, ' 'llendwm* ' Jim- 
my Valie’l aiiackt Ais Blx-end-ahalf fwL 
fOI-poOi! MWiary. pusaoiefmg Aim mlh a ««"*• 
o/*tc*s pw«.Ars that would fue--a an ixdnor, 
ma'i ‘a// u'niii Bar rAu if aci (iminory mo®.' fAia is 
Gordie ,Wcm.oon. 

7A< 6c*c«i , j* n--pon.lt ultA Ais ou® 6a"aic 0 / 
Aumno arnfcry. on® on# oro'-fauiiiuiiui-Aiip roiAc 
l«(M( »»®ds gtohs */ sp*f <®fo 'W lop oj a graying 
oW w a lA. foo>f A roar. I'd she do»»n V miW. 
Gorilla it aWruf fo pi® (*«■ iiVAsiooai Volta*'. o ®J 
once iU'Ui®- Good Will eatla.r* Evil 

Suc< i» r'd e«ci'cm»n r fo' sAoif •*» tay tc’ipH)tl 

profntiaaal amtflflg. 

‘It anyi»e ha* ihe n*>iv* »,u me if wrestling's- 
real. lot man p«» up ray doctor b*n* l<« a yoo*. ' 
O-rlll* Miiixmi (hallcrged an audience of morn 
than 200 T«npla .indent* yesterday. 

Whan 1 ilcp up into Iha ring I dan I wMintgtt 
hurt.” ho said 'I've had all of my ribs broken 
twice. I’ve lad oty nheulder separated. i ve broken 
fillers. inn. hod counties* wncwastona-'-' 

Th» list «w* on and cm. Nulwdy ran ovsr gal a 
straight lino lo whether pro wrestling in 
leif titrate or plviny. 

But Monioon. at -13. i* a survivor ol ring war* 
(or 24 ,.•!>. Whether hu chwrn pcofewico ran Im 
taken wrinuly or rot dam nc< really explain ihe 
Kara on hit Head and (ace. 

Pro wrestling leada men in many dSwcUciM.” 
admitted itonvccm. "But were seff-emplowd. 
private contractors with no union and do Help 

Aecordint to Monsoon. the name of the win til- 
ing game is ' money. ' T~« winner of • m-uh mp- 
powdly memos TO ptrccnl o( the puna, while the 
loaer gratia the real And guys do weird things (or 
moncv. he said. 


Turned pro in '59 


A graduate of Ithaca University in upstate New 
York. Monwon went through tie ranks of amateur 
■reflUirtg md lurnod profereiockal in 1963. 1 
didn't knov half a* much about wrestling «» I 
thought I did.” ha lamented. "Jo 1 hand Wild Had 
Berry to minuet me ind to anew me all the abort 
cun and I aid exactly aa he tcid me Hut s why I 
had the reputation of Imng a villain 

But I wi« gKtinea liule bit tired ol being *ni»- 
ed. having ihings thrown at me. having tan* corner 
me outside the a.-ana having my car - no! .mu-h- 
id but djiroltkhod having my kids ovne Hare 
Irom ichoel -eying the other kida called ihor 
father a creep. I figured '.lui I'd bvtln play it 
straight 

Many p'-.-cnologi-t-. doctors and fana ill agree 
that pro atratling can lie a form ot release Ice ihe 
frustrated person. Ihe Gorilla mid 

I knew a woman ini-u thut got •» mad at a 
match, that she hlcw her enure television set 
away. That way -lie couldn't see the final remit.' 1 
Monsoon qupeed. 


Monsoon Ooe* admit that there 1 a plenty ol 
ahowiaanihip in profc-iMoiu! wraeUing 

‘lo all iputa. tlierc ia WuwioaniHip.” lie uid 

"IViple want to be entertained. You’ve got your 
blue hud blomlas. *Urav*g»nc rolio-. Ooorgo the 
Animal' Jt*«*i-type characters; enraged animals. A 
geed pro can take j crowd of 19.000 and make 
l hum y tonal up. wt down lough, cry amt throw 
thing. 

Yet il» average pcraoci winders bow men can be 
hi; with chair* and bitten hi.* th.ir face *tepp«d 
on. and have th*i/ head, thrown into • -tepl 
ringpoBi and still continue to do battle. 

"Wrfl I II admit that wreslhog has to bvdoarwd 
op a hit lo boroenc a real apactator tamily -port. 
Moosoon mm). 

Ounng yesterday's speech, fans gave Monsoon 
several large ovation* whale the (iocilla .-elat-il 
many slonea and «ui» wefl-known facts, lie 
demonstrated some wrestling monuevers on 
WCAli television's Sheila Allen and a member of 
Tempi. . wrestling Ian club 

• Holds really hurt’ 

‘‘Soma of these held] really hurt.” smiled .Allen 

Spectators ytxurrday poniiratod Monsoon's 
dalcnsc with che pierring questions that wrosthrs 
usually receive. 

"Thore wi t a quostMin you can ask Hut I won't 
answer. ” Monsoon remarked "«-ither votbolly or 
phyucally. 

On- fan. rumple employee Wall Wolansky. ask- 
ed why goal guy- don't usually (.resile othur 
heroes and why villain* don't luttle their on 
KidMHia kind. Monsoon simply said that ti“W type 
of matches don't draw well 

Another fan a»ked about wraailMig'i lock of pro- 
mccioo and media coverage 

"The otw complaint I have with the promoters i» 
the 25 *>r *o diflamnt wre.thng lerritoriex 
''Moosoon said, is that they don 1 spend enough 
money on educating wrestling fans what the «p »«t 
i* rralv all abswt. * Monsoon sasd 

"Tvow « resiling nugulnes yoa can Buy an 
totally (also and are a dtcritrunt to lha sport. " 

Therefore. Monsoon ha* taken some of the pro- 
mouoa aspect of wrntling into his own gigantic 
hands Every Wadittaday. Jit cceumn appears in 
the P’ufodc.'pnn daurtioJ He ha* appraied on 
numerous television programs, including Tom 
Snyd*r> Tomorrow Show and Wide World ol 
Sports (He Had a -moll run in with VlcCiantmtd All 
a few years pen* to Afar now faitxus debad* of a 
match vottius Japanese wrestling champion An- 
umo Inuki 

But. finally, the only i)w»»titm people really 
wanted answered leil them, at usual, disap- 
pointed. 

"Il l the real thing, uvi Clonlle Monsoon 
'I've never laid down ice anyone W* a* wrestlers, 
note ro control over the ruim and referees We re 
u«t in it fee the money The results to my 
tnowlrdge. are never pre-drier mined 
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He’s suffered broken ribs and shoulders, but Robert 
Marella — better known as Gorilla Monsoon — 
says, “I get paid to do what I love.’* 


The Mild-Mannered 


Bruiser From Jersey 


ByLBWBRAlE 

When Robert Marella leaves tin comfortably 
WlBleil Willingforo. N J homo mil bcM.l 
f to work. be undergoes a naar-mlracoK** 
issloraaLm Loving father of three lorn- 
en. active 1a social charities, a soft spoken, 
lelittenl mac »ho seems to bo the epitome of 
iddlt CllBS rcspecttbtlily. Unrein tns into 
S community like > hand m a weJMatlorcd 
ove. 

M * 6 ~ iM WO Winds, however. Marclia Is 
no means avenge. Par Irom being a huik- 
t overweight slob, though, he u solid as a 
Hereto block and (or g«d reason Nearly 

0 hand red nights per year, m sports arcnai 
>m New York Cll* to Tokyo Robert Marella 
ip* down to black tights and assumes the 
entity Ol Gorilla Benson, jrofessmaal wre* 
if. 

1 GET PAOJlo do 'hat I love.* sajs tbc artic- 

ate athlete, in town yesterday lo talk to the 
» W real Hag Tetnpie University “And 

Ike to give the*' ttlks to help Improve the 
egeof the soon * he adds, somewhat unDec- 
tartly. fee tbe 130 or so people who have 

me Mil in tiKir Mm vp-«l have M*lriw-H m 

m the kind ol adulatton aad wild applause 
wrvodforasoporetar 

Marella is a major drawing card In a sport 
toy people leel ts more entertainment than 
nicies. Pro wrestling M all too often Mcreo 
pMl by its *ncro >* villain" matchups i Ma- 
lta is a hero). ootr*eous crowds. flashy cot- 
oing and sbowmannke acrobatics. Some 
op*e think that the matches have predeier- 
ined winners and Veer* and that any injo- 
is sustained are totally take 
Well.' - says Marella. responding to am- 
.ms he's heard many times b*f<»c. 'I tell 
opto who ask If It'S for r«l. jun pay my medt- 
I bills I've bad my ribs broken several tines 
Bile wrest Beg. in addition lo both ny 
toniilers. and I have wars on my face which 


have yet to heal fWleve me. those weren't fake 

Injuries. 

-AS FAR AS showmanship. if there weren't 
any. the arenas vould b* empty Watching 
Greco Pitman wrestling (the kind seen tn 
Olympic compeilti in ) is atom as netting as 
watching grass graw. Showmanship is ncccs 
sary. but if you waat to survive ante you're in 
that ring, you tester pay attcntloc to who 
you're in there with Since wrestling purees 
are usually •plitrothat the winner gets ’©per- 
am. with the loser getting the rest, you can be 
sure that people aren't in that nig tee the gto 
ly. buttowln money to supiort their families" 

Unlike some ambers of his professmo. 
Marella bos no riiuniial problems. After grad 
uatlng from flhac College wtih a degree In 
physiotherapy and a brief stint as a teacher. 
Maietla turned pro in tvao He was a kit on the 
circuit almost Iron tbe beginning 

Now ccoudertd me of the top ten names in 
the sport he rcgutirly earns more than J100.- 
0*1 per year, and a one of the lew wrestlers 
who can demand, ind get. a pcrcenlajc -if tbe 

■nuts to iua« of pro wriu'lius money 

he says When 1 sfp out there. 1 dec! wanna 
gel hart, because ibat aftets my loco me We 
are all self employ*! independent contractors 
booked by local promoters If you're In. say. 
New Mexico and you get hurt, the promoter 
-’ll «y '*<*. I'm -rr» your* ban. good by*' 
US year problem, >on r life, your pay ‘ 

A wrestler since 6e age of* Marella. now t; 
originally got into the sport becanw it paid a 
tot more than wh« he was making as a science 
teacher In his y.ars in the busmens be* 
moved from vtliamtohero. mourned tbc death 
Of a beloved manager and heard hts profession 
slandered. A camlM man. Marella is the first to 
jdnti pro wrestling Isn't perfect, but be tends 
to Marne some !a». Mime referees, and some 
state atbkrtsc comniasions. 


PhiladelpHa, 

Pennsylvrr.ia 



Robert Mmol la afiasGcalla 


Bad fans are found tn c*cry sport" he noses, 
as he responds to a frequently voiced criticism. 
"Any time you pit good agsnst evil, roo tend to 
bring out that sadmic leitdcncy We just have 
to ger wools who know wiper crowd control 
"Actually, there arc worse problems in the 
sport. Some stale athletic eomsaiteioo* have 
referees in the ring who don! belong iberr 
And the horrible wresting retires you tee 
on the newsstands are a rial dctrlnent to ibe 
sport; they couw be sued far libel everyday " 
Mareila. who -nil be wealing at the Spec- 
trum this Sat urtfty at a-JDp.m. aisotntnks the 
sport could be cleaned op for Kids — tlwrc' 
HO place in athletics for things like biting." h 
says — but overall he* Sajpy with the image at 
pro wrestling. 

W* fill up arenas all o*er the country." he 
says happily, "and I Ibfnklhai if kids can look 
up to a g rad guy' wresilerlikr Ornos famtnar- 
UDO or Bob KacbtuDd as a hero. well, t bat's 
good. Wrestling Has all son Of facet*" 
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Below: Philadelphia, Pennsylvania weekly column 


llrwi©*s raiey© 

Larry Zbysko turns info an enemy 


The Spectrum will ho. I • blockbuater match March I when Larry Zbyako |o c i op 
again .t lua former trainer and cl oar friend Bruno SammarUno. 

The wreetling world haa been buzzing I hear past wreka over the recend incident 
which took place between Zbyako and Sammartino — an incident which make* the 
match the hotleet bout in Philadelphia In the paat decade. Let me bring you up to 
date on what haa traaepirvd. 

Everyone know, that I I ' . ” 

Larry Zhyako la tha only MM 

IL J In this corner 

| waa done at Larry’a ra || j Ul ‘ 

GORILLA MONSOON 


•ad Tea 
to hem. 


IWt'i WWtnnmifT 


heck' I man. he — 


■named aa iw TV 
«BJ yd the *ad «»- 


Heddr 


r~» s-r 

•thee uA 
ileea hare 
the meet 

>araa oho 

U full tea 

ter Shea 

ebohed 

(ameua t. 
hae.ppa 
<««h too* 

and a let of 

let ad ™ 
nomepaita 
- -€ MOaa* 
trad ui about 
w aide m 



i I Bruno, at* 
* I r*»r >o end. 
3 I with (he fel 


•mrt Larry. c» 

accrued ihr mate A 
wr« <ea«der»n» he 


(eel tarry. wW* counter fui 
rooroa Larry «p-d and the 
-nt a history 


IHwfth 


good <rfd I s*. I heheve 
hometown ie Detroit. 

Pmft nrttcb 

Dear Gordie 

liavut* heea ib a wul mi at 














Zbysko killed 



Til* leiter>« na<* Seen pi'.mc up. 
*« ni|u« ;»k« iKw <nwn»m*vio 
awv*< Ornc of 'he ,,ue«K.n« 
th** 'he faithful wrr.ii.ps fan* 
l>ear lU.*iiUi 

I AOUid ;u3l hie f f, mv Aeae 
terror -our column if h it. tmh- 
tut j ioabt the brit in the .W. 
'ihf / i<»< foruard /it renting it 
«rr» A 'dr-C'-la- It's about rune 
a ntuipcper had a feature on pro 
U'tMhnt Keep up t fir gory d l nth 
Sou. about m- Question U 'ha/ 
-to xm »/ Ar rerent turn of 

lar-i Zhyiko' [ho mu think he 
has fl better chance of utnntne 
the belt from Bu t. tuna than he 
<iid before' I \u'r hope w-mroar 
gen ii rrrm Howdy toon 

Jan r!U Sc her bi A 
Tree. I’M. SJ 
Within this pant week I had 
the opportunity to question 
Urry about the incident and 
Larry alated that he felt hu- 
miliated by Sammantno in the 
nng because Bruno did not 
give Larry a chance to break 
the Qo 1C* once they were ap- 
plied to him. However, thia 
didn't carry too much weight 
with me because it was under- 
stood before the match look 
place that Bruno would not try 
ui defeat Larry. 

Larry further uainl 'hit it 
on accident which caused 
him u» strike .Sanunaruno with 
a chair, being that he had lost 
hia cool and compoaur*. I 
i ia ted u> Larry that it is a mat- 
ter uf record that he .truck 
Bruno three consecutive 
times. Larry a reply was "no 


In this corner 


iling tapes, however obviously 
New York is No l on ihe mar- 
keting sheets and Philadelphia 
and a lot of othtr markets are 
No. 2. Tape* are made several 
weeks weeks in advance *o the 
•Ideal they could be is two 
weeks old. Anyone getting the 
New York ■muons certainly 
would be up to dale, so I don't 
•ev where it‘a a problem; If 
you don't see it Ihe first lime 
■round you certainly would 
•e* ■( the following week. 

Kruno Sammartino wn* not 
only cut on the forehead, but 
the cult .Urdd va ihe top of 
hi* head causing blood to run 
down dnnl to hia eyebrow. 
This eeqoired 10 stitehea to 
do**. If you mil watch «h»» 
waok you will see Pat Patter 
•on sporting ■ sear rigbl 
arm* a th> top of hia head that 
also required 10 atitrhea to 
close. I carry wars all over my 
body s" I resily mink, from * 
layman's standpoint, vnu don't 
know what you're talking 
about. 

DearOenUa 

/ an an ai*d ufr-thag fan and 
I hare tome pustlmg and turtaut 
Question* far *-iu hrraune ever-* 
body knowt you're one of the 
grtateo u’eitlert of all "me Vo 
/ I .—ml to kr.ou- hou -w and 
■•I her I rentier* l the I'ruebe* 
Mariuell <far in Jith great 
<hape iind are «n -/at/k for ym/ur 
tier m the ring So Z I cnou> -on 
ion t like tnu Alhono eery «,/; 
but doe* he till I he/p him -elf in 
good dinpe even though he 
loesr t u-restle anymore* 

W For: 

I ’opr’ Darby 

1 cannot -p.uk for l'm«hrf 
ilUckwoil because I hove or v 
■r Keen on the road with him 
or with him when he 'rain 
ing. hui it my body weight I 
rertainiy have to do guile a bit 
to *t*v in wre-tling condition 
I do (hat hy playing a great 
deal of rac nun hall, .wtmming 
and Oiit'inj. The he.i way to 
»Csv in *kspe for wrevtling i. 
artualli to wrestle. 

Aihano. 'urprisinclv. is :n 
arettv fair shape for someone 
•*ho no longer frequent » the 
r.ng. I believe he does a lot of 
free rxrrcim- and <aii»tbenir*. 
however I'm acre when he 
does enter the ring in a maicti 
he’s glad when it'% over 


friends turned mortal enemirs 
Lam- Zfcvsko and Bruno Sam- 
manino go at it and Samoan No 
I haljenges Bob Bscilund for lus 
title 


I feel (hat Larry- has com- 
pletely destroyed hi» credibili- 
ty •» a professional «nd (his 
incident will dr finitely termi- 
nal* his career wilbiu (he next 
year. I don't personally believe 
that Larry Zbysko will ever 
Rot * .hm at Backlund’s title. 
There are too many men. in- 
eiueieg ‘-mm.rlino. who are 
currently miiout to gel their 
hand, on I -a rev Zbysko. Bru- 
no. iier the.yvar*. has earned 
the r.ipwi and admiration of 
everyone he hs> com. in «>a- 
ttet with. Even after larry 
leave, thia areas ihrre will he 
men gunning for him wherev- 
er hr goes. 

0*0* Mr fviBwi 

• -art hair rut* to ash. 

Vi hi i. Philadelphia atom'- a 
ueef x-h in/l in the TV -aims' 
l 'hanrel u , K .Vet ’{..re , >/a-ov» 
up Ic- -loir 

V* fur<n.T I- -U nen a 

ure *tl/r jet. hn o Ihr V>M nth 


He deed 


the v.'»V/i,J' t ihe 'hr *e.-ent 
matih jtth hn.no ind I.wrv 
larr- h:i Hrurrn i er rhe hr-ur 
riari Rrvno v«i- rleedssg Via' 
from hs forehead 

H* ft- .%!• i'.il/iur 
Pklhd/lthiO 
I'm not sure who coordinates 
the syndication of the wre*- 


lusi a reminder iha; wrsvtKng 
returns to ih» Spectrum March j. 
with (W<ihsblr the b*»Rr<f o^ut in 
Phaadeitihw history when former 
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Gorilla Monsoon gRrjfl 

IBre^iE© wcassfs 

Zhy ska’s blood 


The spark* will be flying at the Spec- 
trum Saturday when the long-awaitrd 
grudge match between Larry Zbvsko and 
hia former tutor and fnend Bruno Sam- 
martino take* place. The entire wres- 
tling world is anxiously waiting for Sam- 
martino and Zbysko U> enter the squared 
circle. 

Alan on *aturta> . Sp^tmm cart. Hot. Back- 
Umd mil defend hw -odd idle the <jihh» 

d-isbU suiMfi So I and. »lt*f a lenfthj ab- 
H«* tbe four «ui -restlers -dl compete in an 
Australian Tm Team match 

I «uuki a dinar all *% >««l -re-Una tana •b" 
-am ta w* ih» cart •« *n* S** ' r '»™ ^rtueda- to 
f« vour t-hev :mir— liatel* oe »i*. -dl be am-m* 
•he man- uolupp* -mb -b-» not be able to 
let into the -Sp^tnim 



rSfr!ro 





In this comer 

GORILLA MONSOON 


The blood lust that Bruno Sammartino feeU for his' 
former pupil Larry Zbysko was not lessened in any 
way by Saturday's bout at the Spectrum. If anything, 
the hatred the teacher feels for his former pupil has 
been intensified. 

In a controversial deciswn Zbysko was awarded a decision over 
Bruno m that bout. From my vantage point. Bruno completely dom- 
inated Zbysko for over 15 minutes, outmaneuvering. out powering 
«jd outclassing his opponent. Once agatn. out of pure frustrate. 

Zb -™° Stnick Bruno with everything but the kitchen sink and still 
could not defeat the master. 

Bruno, enraged at Zbysko s tactics, lost his composure and began 
a vicious attack on Larry. When referee Dick Woehrle tned to con- 
trol him. Bruno knocked Woehrle completely across the nng and he 
became serm-conaciou*. The Pennsylvania Athletic Commission 
called for the bell but that didn t stop the enraged Sammartino Pat 
Patterson. Dominic DeNucci and I had to rush into the nng to 
subdue the Living Legend. 

When Zbysko was finally escorted from the ring, the decision was 
given that Sammanino had been disqualified, because, according to 
fctate Athletic Commission rules, striking an official constitutes an 
automatic disqualification. 

Bruno upset 

Later, in the dressing room. Bruno was very upset and disgusted. 


He was disgusted because he lost his temper and inadvertently 
struck the referee, to whom he had already apologized. But mostly 
he was upset because the record books will merely state that on 
March L 1980 at the Spectrum, Larry Zbysko defeated Bruno Sam- 
martino. 

Before Bruno left the Spectrum Saturday he signed an open con- 
tract with promoter Phil Zacko for a return match, slated for Satur- 
day. April 12, with the following stipulations; there would © 
disqualification and no count-outs. 

The co-feature. April 12. will be a real test for WWF champion ! 
Bob Backlund who will have to face the giant Hulk Hogan. 

Now to the mailbag. 

Nan* game 

Dear Mr. Monsoon: 

Why do you use the name Gorilla Monsoon when your real name i 
is Gino Mareila? What made you change from a bad guy to a good 
guy? Why doesn't the Spectrum ever get any international stars like 
Mil Mascaras. Harley Race, Ric Flair and so on. like Madison 
Square Garden gets? 

Naomi Levine 

Levittown, Pa. 

The name Gorilla Monsoon was given to me by promoter 
Vince McMahon many years ago. Incidentally, you are incor- 
rect in assuming my name is Gino. My name is Bob. so that 
puts me one up on you. 

For many years I was under the tutelage of the famous 
Wild Red Berry and after his passing I began doing my own 
booking and decided to wrestle the style of wrestling that I 
was moat interested in. 

The wrestling stars that you mentioned will certainly, at 
me time or another, appear at the Spectrum. 

Where’s Tony? 

Dear Gorilla: 

Will Tony Garem come back to the WWF now that long-time tag 
team partner and friend Larry Zbysko has become a rulebreaker? 
Are they still friends, and. if not. will they wrestle? 

Bill Mettmger 
Phiiade 1, ’ *a 

I believe that Tony Garea is scheduled to return t e 
World Wrestling federation in 1980 and he will do so regard- 
less of the standards of Larry Zbysko, being that Tony Garea 
is an outstanding wrestler and is in great demand by reason 
of his own abilities. Tony is currently out of the country, so I 
don’t know what his feelings arc about the transition that 
Zbysko has made. Pm sure he’d be very discDDointed 



•rice •>: ibe u-c >f foreign i'- 
ll tb.nH mate ‘iw a i»ry niera-f* 
«bj milch. 


Dear Gor.lli 

I #Mid Bruno SwBuliM 
»u fi|hba( Un> Zbvako in a 
Trias drath mauh April 12. i 
My nuMiinn ta wliat la a Irmi 
death match and -hat ar. the 
rule-? 

l*»'e Ijubr- 
Orel * I HiU 


A T«>a» Jeafb. march ha* ’he 
‘aiiowmi rule" T ie re ar? »o 
iiwiiaLfHaixn* anc there arc ao 
■ocMcim in wh»r«.inl' a wru. 
liar couJd be outuda the nr.f hi r 
ii minotr. and there would r>.C 
3 * a .T'UtV— !«> Tiiamara'i canrv* 
Da Hopped fir m,»<ide intevfti 
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The wrestling world i* 
mill bux^vng over thai Sam- 
mart, mi- Zbysk.0 situation 
— one lor which we cun 
reasonably expect come no- 
tation by April 12 when the 
pair inert again in a no- 
hold- -burred battle in the 
Spectrum. 

In addition to the Sam 
mart '.no return, two titles 
will also be at make that 
night in Ihc Spectrum. 
World champion Bob Back- 
tand will have hia hum!* 
full «» hr fate* the very im- 
preseivc Hulk Hogaut. The 
World lag team title* will 
alia tie on the line when de- 
fending title holders Tito 
button und Ivan Itataki 
tangle with the very formi- 
dnblr tram of Lou Alhano'* 
Wild Samoans. 

Any one of the*** three 
matches could be the muin 
event in ony ore no in the 
country, but promoter Phil 
Zacko i» not sparing any 
riprnar in his attempt to 
moke the Spectrum the 
mcffa for profe6atoral 
wrestling. 


In this corner 

GORILLA MONSOON; 


**«*• trie mailbag. 

Pear Gorilla Meotoon. 

I a id ao a- Id admirer of the 
sport of ■reading Reside* 
yourself and super wrri. 

tier*. I am —peciaily food of 
Tito Santana. 

I am flndioa it difficult to 
find ary information about 
him la it poasibl* foe y«o to 
provide me with an »c4rve. 
where I might write for trua in- 
formation’ 

Elizabeth Simmons 
Telford. Pa. 
FOm ‘Ji ad. if ycsi d hern ;ta<Lr ■ 
our column regufailv. you •oui'l 
l»a» noticed we 3id a partenahty 
Mr«fu« >n Tito not » ion* aw. 
Maytas one if your aaacsia'es fc«« 
:i i c v aure at thia tuna t Tito 
w • fan ciub or not. a.'thovgn Cm 
pretty >.je he doer. i» moat pro- 
frawonals base me He -in be 
reached « all orufew. wiai awe 
tiers in tr.e World W reading Fed- 
enirin i an at Wreck bn* Associ- 
ate*. PO hot -11. 'V bHngbom, 
N..I. OfcOeti. 

Dearflonlla. 

Do you think i-arr> 7byak a 
turoed bad »o he could get a 
shot at Sob Ractluad'i belt? 

•lolene Workman 
JeffrraonvtUe. Pa. 


1 personally isn't yatie'e ’hat 
Larri Zb.alo u addin* ji hu 
current dim toon do* to a title 
j.«ec-' ( don l fxrsnnilly feel that. 
»hea bamnvw-vno Iruabea -nth 
•dm he -ill iei a idle shot. Thia ta 
a personal hied between Larry 
and Bimbo and it doei not involve 
the current wreoflinc world aitua- 
uon. Should l arrv aianage to (ai.i 
a decisive wrcey over the former 
-orid champion. Bnevo Sanunai- 
lino. I'm Sure 'be cawaiamoncr* 
of iho World Wie-i in* P«*>r*- 
HOP would nave to fonatd.r Kira 
for a tnle shot 

Dear Mr. Monaooa, 

Why doesn't Bob Baeklvuid 
ever defeat! hia btlt against 
somleri such aa Fnaoo Sam- 
martino, Ivan Putsci or your- 
aelf? 

.Min Faiuim 
Pialadelphia 

We've aru*«red thia 
many times .lust o rerterste. 
there are certain mlra pit out by 
the World W teadirj Federation 
that must be -loiooliri a ah jt or 
der o maintain the proper «*tu» 
for • title <bor AccOMing r.* uirrw 
of tlicx raies. p»i>lc ■sich 
my-rif or Brum do citcr.- 
®»e tra v eltng six vily tnrotigli- 
cut the United Staus. but ii~. 
cut of the .ovntry to meet tbe 
ptoper talent and oMain th» prcci- 
•r record I pemn^Ly *11010 nut 
be mte>e«!*d .n a tub match wit-. 
Bob Bflcfckmd. or anyone »•>*• 
wiio —'uld tiaps-m <u have the 
tttie. 1—: tux being f>» thampur. 
icaujcs much too IXIIC • sched 
uic for ire at tf 1- »»nr in ray ea 
irec 


Here are two of 
Gorilla Monsoon's 
weekly columns from 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

The one to the left 
is for March 12, 1980 
while the other is 
for March 19, 1980. 


TTars® t© 


As thin column guea In prrw. yours truly will hr 
making a tour of I’ort of Spain, Barbados, ond Ihicr- 
to Rico, defending aiy AII-ANiatic title Once a year I 
have to defend my cruwn outnidr the U.S.. and ao far 
I hove been very lucky in retaining it But each year 
the competition get* tougher and I get older. 


A* timi —Tertbcg far.- don't 
ki“i» the worli cAampMci. 
Bob Bacfchintt rnme fletwrcl in 
t-tlc at least »nce i month 
Hosevcr, the chaUcngtis s/e 
ui ikinwrous ihai IVli b ur- 
rsnrtv av«rs*ing fou '*!• de 
'•neve a awnch. Cm lure that 
'.hie type of nbcddiicu *d! 
eveitueliv coat Beiibirrl hia 
charaploraup H» eiffen x.ine 
kjvd of vijijry n every notch 
•rid h« 'a iwt jiv-jij them 
crvMuth. tin* 111 tsol 
Whe-I tanner chsuipicn Bru 
v> sinnurmj loot hia title to 
!>*n KoKkT. a iuk.atm i.vxil- 
der was tha uitderlvvtg reuc.n 
D*s« Ho and Tony Gama ion 
th.ff World Ta* Team utie 
doe to a lev .niury to -.nura 
whicb took place tha *sok of 
iha title detaua 
A -cry important uml of 
•nv pro omtlar i bveUraotl 
certainly is tn fry ta keep u . 
ml Ox many m junto. *cp< 
daily from the tkes of Captain 
t«» A ilia no. Fran Blame and 
the Grind Wizard 
Now to the mail. 

Dr ir Mr Vonmn 
4 fm veare ajm ( emrf ar a.- 


el* ra 1 irntt/irg mafarine 
coiuvenM^ a p >)»« bit cad 'o 
wr nvrutng Thia* 

me '#>•> w* llu * <*~ e fl -'" 

cle. / am ;m lined hi juesnea 

cl« ic*niraacy ll -nd tAo< a 
lixtor 1 old roti lAal wUe«« *ti» 
U111 a foe 0/ lorighi you mi*hr 
annuo a scnovi ‘air of dio- 
brto. ind that ij ym it d con 
tr -.ua/iriri mu/ career 
he near / rtoOrt l«j( 
i~n*ltmg nagarmn %rlA<yr 
etU tkr full rear, and Chat mar 
ca/ear i yiut nail 6u I I stiff 
can 1 Help jarArr-.ng J there 
u-oj any truth W (Ac article 

Aaron Atchu* 

Pfuiadtlpiua 
Actually, there »■» a li« of 
truth ta tha* psrttcuiar srticio. 
even though n»« wresdin* 
rail tannea tend u> ruggeiate > 
gr»«r deal I currsoily am a di- 
abetic snd hsva « ondor .wi- 
Uoi juite ruceiy . 

Dear Oonlla- 

I 'm a regular reader of your 
ct/furan oriel ix>* forward to U 
eixrv meet You do 0 great Mb 
Aa i tug fan o/ Dm AMa*.:. 
I'm wondering what you think 
pn/miXed Sun autm* down 
mi th *lli iauyere a/ui drruiir./ 
to i pona 1 100.000 far far 
ftabm it mined io me 
right fnint the beginning that 
the chemerry tutueen the 
Captain and I'atterecn u-ae 
niter right. 

Angelo Defhra 
Yemun 

I -in-' -'Ui you i<» psr-i-iu 
that thr-e »a>-irt»inlv n lack 
ci itsttraKibilty between Bat 
Patten- m and Captain Ijm 


I’m tajrr. Iu/*cvrr. that the 
Captain, fell that h*vmt the 
Irfawontinan'.al He»'v-n*M 
ihanpicn at t meentx-r ol hH 
•tabic w-xild be • fisthci in hm 
rap and money in th* lnuik. 
Eve-yona kivowi that the 
match eartmmy -sent ra*d. 
in Iwavitix The xrnir- wav def 
irately ivjt •-«»! because l->i 
Aibiita ha* «iv:* had that cc«l- 
liavi voided oed the money re- 
lumed 

i*fl - 1 —-rili'ii 

/tin Hat ijacalw.su *tvr 

u'cuirii Harte~> Race or Sick 
Boetui mAe/t Old he u-ut o' 
!CM’ > 

Dam Keating 
Hilltop &.J. 
T* ili» twai .,f m» kaowlevdse 
Bob BarkHiKd hs. w-wited 
Hailey Beer on ooc -x-raKioi) 
The match «»m .held m the 
Oral** Bcsri m Miami at 
whin tune l »a* fortunate to 

be iwupivc to a ^wciai gu<« 

irferre After onr hour tlw 
match »<* term maxed and Ce- 
clarwl a draw. h*ra«i*e ii had s 
one hour tur* limit Bam* vary 
cUxa to ihr mauh 1 frit that 
seitnsr arwrlet had • (Ixtmet 
>dv<r.U(i »i any pa/ticuiar 
lent 

B-h Pj.kl.md Ims -Traded 
Sidy Bnckarinkel « Torento'a 
Mapir l*af GarHcia I’m not 
•ure of the (in I imtuoe of 
the mauh. ban Bacalond i« 
Kilt iar rnamptaa. 

X>cai Crrrtlh 

I heard n ■wni.c fun Die era- 
ion Mil UaemrOA eeore o 
marl m beeaure he ha> a Cvpc 
01 nngun on ai« far f» ihtt 
true ‘ Wh\ do a ome 'nretifere 
area’ moehrf 

Metmn .**A-,p 
Philadelphia 
Ft/u / .it i *.ii.w -h-< i* rail 
in* I kmv* mat Mawaix 
d.x> not have .ny kind .< 
Imtut un li* fair In 1«t hr is 
• v-r> handonke mdiv«li,»l 
and a yen sell liked ml or. 
1—rtjat ovivte .uir n ht» 
hoirrUiai nfM«ii.B 
1 b» for iks fly u-ivv. 

Ilcri oisnrp tu». JMIaKlIOM 

•ItliffS '!*• ( knuw ll bar to I* 

v. iv.ir.-mkoflelii .-lilTevili r i 
hrvslbe «!«! itlHV'lb to lew 
Tiev nil hav* 1.5 i>r ri<v'icrt-d 

w. tli ihr If-jic All.irin I'diie 
miudip - *U 6 ihen .vims* 
c,sau, m I r.-aJv can » i-i any 
oil 'ant* te In wear n< 1 rn»k 
intfaf r-n*. 



I -as lucky enou*h to retain 
coy AS AutH Title in three 
det'emes last »eek Jo P«n of 
Sp*tn i defeated tiu dangerous 
Abduilah the Butcher md ch- 
urned • decision over Cyclop 
Negra And in San Juan. Puer- 
to Rico. 1 was disqualified is a 
rule interpretation agauiat 
Vooae M arousici. but 1 didn't 
kae my title u titles can orty . 
chan** hands >n a pmfail or 
submission 

•So ail chines being equal I 
can *a* it *as . good —re* fer 
•Tie »rwl l'nt really Kjppv to be 

bick -iome tc the greatest 
country on earth. 


This week's personality 
profile ii on one of the beat 
loved men in pro wrestling 
today. Angelo Savoldi. An- 
gelo .■ now retired from tM 
ring, but in hia day was on 
of the* all-time great#. Angie 
»»• bora and raised in 

Hobokeo, NJ. where he 
grew jp on the ume block 
with Old Blue Eye*. Frank 
Sinatra. 

Angelo * wrestling career 
started in 1941 and spanned 
two cecades. During that 

time he was world heavy- 
weight champion for seven 
year*, winning the title 
originally from Mike Clan- 
cy, losing It to Danoy 
Hodge, getting it back by 
defeating Kara SatauOa and 
once again losing it back to 
Danny Hodge. 

During hie career be 
wrestled such greats as Jim 
London. Roy Sleet, Wild 
Red Berry and Argentina 
Rocca. Angelo is now em- 
ployed by Capital W reading 
Corp. and makes his home 
in Paraippany. N J with hia 
lovely wife Mary and four 
boys. 

Now :o the matiba*. 

Dear Gortila- 

Who do you think had the 
potentdl turd body and guts to 
become a area/ ur eVler Out 
Ihppoi' 

Glen D Lire and H-Mard >u 

Philadelphia 

To the beat of mv rerol lec- 
tion. most individual* who 
cuu»«»-»d a great body ud 
a lot of guts and wrestling 
ability cmaisly -ouitl not 
have beea afiap as a prof*»- 


•o " ««< aowoe. ms* mm 
Uayba rfv*a ia why Iha V a III an 1 sronT -neatl.nq In 

th« WWF snymo/a. 

siooaL However, there ia Spectrum, as well as ti 

oar individual who iU nd tt many other thouaoada 

out in my mind that ! home, certanly ha»e ll 

thought bad all tbeae char- right to know the re.ults . 

acter.sOcs and did act real- the matches and it’s 

IT become a star In pro fra- shame that they don’t g< 

tional wrestling. That indi- them, 

vidual ia Crasher Vsrdu. I 

helieva that hia **-at*-t Aror Gordin 

downfall was his lack of self Why aren 't the Valia. 

denial, being that he fluelu- Brother* u-rntli»g at r I 

tied so much in -eight that Spectrum' Would you lake r 

it was detrimental to his css- Larry ZPynhof 

reer. Chru On* 


Dear Goeilla - 

l would iiAf to Knout i Ms 
there ten ? Oeltrr . port* report - 
■ng on die -natchet held at Ju 
Spectrum m lAe ••ewpoper* 
and on TV? I enjoy wre tiling 
and l don't get to we Ae 
store Acs d the Spectrum I 
don i enow how nme of ‘Jie 
malchee turn out 5ecaj.se they 
ion ! report them on the sport* 


The Valiant Brothers cur- 
rently are not working m 

the East Coast, in fact at the 

present time they are a os 
-Trailing ss a team. Hand- 
some Jimmy ia making an 
living in Tennesaee. brother 
Jerry ia currently on a 
world tour, beginning in the 
Orient, and John Valiant, at 
the present time, ia sot 

WTeatiing. 

1 definitely wouid have no 
quadma about climbing m 
the ring with anyone, espe- 
cially Larry Zbyalro. *s Bru- 
no Sammarano las been a 
very dear fmnd of mine for 
the past IS years and I 
would like to get some sat- 
isfaction for him- Ho*»vir I 
feel that by the time Bruno 
u done with Larry there 
-no t be macs ieft of him. 


ftwkj Kwtte 

HoreAam 


1 can only igree with you 
1*0 percent that, aside from 
the fantastic sports paper, 
the Journal, moat media tre 
not giving professional 
-Trailing its due. How they 
can igoor* sellout* at the 
.Spectrum completely baf- 
fles me- Twenty thouasujd 
loyal (mu -*» park (be 


All-Asiatic Title 
still in my hands 





In this corner ? : 

GORILLA MONSOON 


liuik Hogan. who beat Bob Backhind at the Spectrum 
April >. but foiled to take DotWlund'* WW title, v-iJ get 
mother «hot Msy 10 »t the Spectrum — but there will rtili 
he do guarantee of a title change ualesa there i* * pin fall 
or takeout. 

A co-feature on the May 10 caid will pit Olympic •truntpaao 
K«o Patera again* everyone'* fmnrt*. Potiah Power Svao 
Putaki. and. in another blockbusting event Big Bob Diincum w\B 
face Mr. USA Tony Atlas in bia Philadelphia debut. Lhct IBuli 
dogi Bro-*r will meet Popup: DeNucci. Dev* O'Huukii wdl 
face Manuel Soto and aevaral other preliminary matchea wtU 
round out thecard. 

Now u> the sai! bag: 

1 0-<oo*t foe D*otk Merck? 

Dear Gorilla. 

UVt did « Oil uin the A U Asiatic title, and who Bui you de- 
feat' / uui under the impreuion yco lo*t the l if It a few /tar, 

**AL*>. when Br*no was art tiling Zbysk o in fAeir Tenor Dear* 
MofcA. uiy axw rr/rrre Die* WoeriUr fit**# fAe ure*iUn the 
10' fount for he tug ouuide tie ringf l though there were rut 
ounivut,. .W why did Woerhle /oie fAe r*mr fr^-i W 
««<» > anything and everythin* got 

Dai* KerfUtter 
Burlington, SJ. 

Pint of all i wun the All-Aaiatk title bore Japan's Poc kv Shite 
m Sept-mS-r and ! h.ld * met tince. I certairJy would have 
known if I’d loot .1 somewhere lloog the *»y. 

In , Teiaa Death Match everything does rot really go. although 
It S true there are uv iwuil-ei* I>lv V W«ith — pr,b.ki) r*ct 
couo’.ing ta • force of habit. It‘a not every day a referee ref* i 
TeiM Death Mitch, erpecially one of the magnitude of Zbyako 
and Samraanino Pea sure that Woerhle al» took the chair irora 
Samruxtino realizing that Zbyako bad already Imd it »rd dc« 
„ ao « u-g to *C« anybody roeimed. aa could ea*iy have been the 
case in thit match. 

Tli* Butckw oh oalmol? 

Dear Gorilla 

Cn your match tcuA Aboullah fAe Butcher, he sever seen Am 
wrrstU. hat l hear he's quite an aruma! in ana out of the nng. Is 
this trie end will A>iullah be uuUing the WWFany time soon! 

fend i dale 
Pottstow* 

Yoiu recollect bn is qui« comet, he is tot of ar. arimaJ aid » 
*tric:ly a rule brealer. however, over my 20 yean experience sa 
professional -rotting I've learned to »dju»t rny ityl* to elmoet 
an. man wbi r»r** u> «ep into the kjua.'ed cirde. It’s always 
mere dangerous to face sn oppooent 'he like* of Abdoia the 
Butcher beciusa he will stop at rwchmg to rnfict pemianect 
damage regardless A the outcome of the match. I carrot 
Abdullah the Bu*eh»r appearing in the WWF in the near future. 
He tn« to itav mainly in areas *he:e the Hate athJe-.k :«mu- 
Sion* do not have a grea deal of power because he is :u:h a 
•ulebreaker. He certainly would not have beeo able to get away, 
here on the Fast Coaat. with many of eh. tactic* he uses 

All os opponent 

Dear Gorilla 

Will you tehe on Muhammad Ah in a wrestling maCthf And. 
does the Grand Witard Ante another name! 

Mark Otisek 
College uilU 

[ cefinitel.v would one* again enter the ring with Mu hamm ad 
Ah. ha»«‘er. !'n not too sure whether he would be too happy 
about it as our Ij_>x confrontation lasted only a mailer of seconds, 
and ! am sure that .Ail will (Oink twice about ever entering the 
t:g again -uh a profcaevOOal wrcffler But I aho hav. lo add 
r.if I ihnh he is probably th« gnauet heavyweight Sghtei b the 
history of pr-fessmoai beeng. 

- Tc the best of my know ledge the Grand Wizard haa a kgkimaie 
name which his irotlier gave hun but I'm rv>t iurc ob*t th.t 
name u. smi men J ! did know it IM not sure it would be right 
for roe to reveal <t On many occasions I'v e heard a tot of choice 
»d i ec live* u>ed on him other than the Orard Wizard. 






Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 




In this corner 

GORILLA MONSOON 


Hulk inspires 
tough training 
for Backlund 


Bob Backlund’s manager, Arnold 
Skaaiand, tells Spectrum promoter Phil 
Zacko that Backlund is currently on the 
toughest training schedule of his life in 
preparation for his return match May 10 
with Hulk Hogan, the man who defeated 
him last month. 

Backlund admits that the Hulk has been the 
toughest opponent of his entire career. 

as* 

Now to the mailbag: 

Tha traveling belt ' 

Dear Gorilla 

On Nov. 30, 19 79 Antonio Inoki pinned Bob 
Backlund to win the WWF title in Japan. Then 
on Dec. 6 Backlund apparently won his belt back 
ui Tokyo but he used the ropes in pinning Inoki 
and WWF president Mr. Shima reversed the de- 
cision and returned the belt to Inoki. But Inoki 
refused to accept the belt under the circumstances 
and gave it back to Mr. Shima. Then, on Dec. 17 
at Madison Square Garden, Backlund went into 
his match against Bob Duncum without the belt 
and. after defeating Duncum. Mr. Shima present- 
ed the belt to Backlund for unknown reasons. 

I want to know why there was not a tournament 
held to determine a new WWF champ immediate- 
ly after Inoki returned the belt to Mr. Shima. 

Joe Mann ion 
Prospect Park 

I don’t know exactly where you’re getting your 
information, however the original match which 
took place in Japan was a disputed result match at 
which time the championship belt was not award- 
ed to anyone. The belt was held by the WWF and, 
afterreviewing the match, the belt was given back 


to Backlund. so consequent!* he never lost the 

title. 

Don’t believe everything you reed in wrestling 
magazines because they are very, very far from the 
truth. 

Who caa boat Samoans? 

Dear Gorilla: 

Who do you think will be able to take the belts 
away from the Samoansl 

Daie Wetzel 
Lebanon 

There are a number of combinations that creep 
into my mind immediately at good teams with a 
chance to take the belts. They would include Sam- 
mart mo- Backlund. Sammaruno- Monsoon. Patter- 
son-Andre the Giant. Putaki- Patterson or any 
combination of these men. I don't know if the 
Samoans or Capt Lou Albano would be too happy 
or anxious to sign a match with some of the above- 
listed individuals. 

Comaboric for Baroa? 

Dear Gorilla: 

It Tony Garea making any plans to return to 
the WWF ? If so. how will he react to Larry Zbyt- 
ko’s transition to a rule breaker i Will he ever agm 
consider being a tag team partner with Zbytkol 

Danny Abecassis 
Philadelphia 

Currently Tony Garea is in his homeland. New 
Zealand, and I understand that he has become in- 
volved as a proprietor of a restaurant and at the 
same time is wrestling in New Zealand and Aus- 
tralia. I don’t feel at this time that he would be 
looking to leave his homeland, with a business at 
stake and being active enough in wrestling. I’m 
sure that he would love at a future date to return 
to the WWF as he had a very successful run here. 



We’re only a few days 
away from the big returc 
match thia Saturday at 
the Spectrum when Bob 
Barklund once Again 
put* his title on the line 
against super-heavy- 
weight Hulk Hogan. 

I had the pleasure of ha>'ir« 
lunch yesterday with Spect-urr 
promoter Phil ZacKo and lh« 
champion tod Bob'* atlimdt 
towards Saturday's match is 
quite pool ;i*e Bob told rm 
that there a no question ip his 
rrnrd that he w in the best 

physical condition of hia entiri 
career. This had been hit 
greitesi fear about lacing th« 

Hulk 

"When you're in thert 
with a giant that * over 300 
pounds he can *ap your 
•treogbth in a harry." mu'c 
B ackload. who admitted 
that'* what happened it 
their first meeting. 


In this corner 
Q0B1LLA mOMSOOU 


New to the mailbag: 

Dear Mr. Monaooc: 

Why is U 'hat a wrestler ran 

bleed profusely during a 
metrh. and appear on TV the 
foiloutn* w*» with no tears 
or cuts on hu (act Foe that 
matter, eien wrestle in cruell- 
er «e*i &>t> Backtund bled 
tike crazy against many oppo 
nemt only to u rente one or 
tuo weeks later uith no signs 
of any scars whatsoever. 

If a bote’ tie's cur dermg a 
fighl the scars *hou after- 
wards, and it tikes them tune 
to heal, at teas! a month. Alto 
many fighters hai e scar tissue 
around their eyes And. as 
many tone* <*» II aekhexd has 
bled. U‘i unreal that he doesn ’t 
hair any facial damage. 


more ha* an outstanding war 

record with over 100 pimp* as 
j paratrooper 

Ha had a difficult lent get 
ting into professional wrestling, 
however promoter Phil Zacko, 
seeing the potential of this 
young man. took him under his 
wing ard guided him Tony did 
»»! in hia «arl> year*, but real- 
ly cam* into h» own when he 
laamrd up with Captain Ltm 
Aibano to form * tag team 
known i> the Sicilian*. In 1360. 
m Chicago'# Comskcy Park, 
the Sicilians won '.he world tag 
team title. 

Alltmor* Kjl» epeet many of 
hi* summers as * lifeguard on 
the bejcbea of Connecticut 
ind ku 1 *> hi* credit 171 re- 
corded rewue*. Tc-oy vs the 
tvpe of p*rv>o who makes 
friend* aactly ini U highly re- 
garded by ha peer*. 

M* « current ly employed by 
Capital Wresting Cotp_ some 
linMa u a misno He * at ili it» 
good enough physical toodi- 
non to cl i m b w*o the squared 
circle 

Tony still roaiea hu hoax in 
Stamford with his lovely wife 
Moby, snd recently became • 

grandfalher 


Tbi* »~kl periorvahly pro- 
file is Tooy Altimore, known to 
wrestling fans u trie Stamford 
Siompsr Tony »a* bnrr. ip 
Stanford. Conn, and went to 
Stamford High, where he «*- 
celled w ail -port* *od *as 
crowned Connecticut heavy- 
weight wrestling champion 
Upon graduation he •«* 
awarded • scnolanhip to the 
University of Bridgeport 
(Coon), where he spent one 
year before being drafted Alu- 


AJmil • i nr. jour profession 
is entirely show bu-aness 1 

David Vincent Breihn 
Philadelphia 


B-ib Backhand does carry a 
great deal of scar tissue on hia 
fae* 1 don't kso— how doaa 
you ever got to him Brmo 
Saroroartmo. ro>*elf. Pat 
Patterson. Ken P»t»r* — all 
our face* kok like road mtpe. 
Plus, it v* very possible that 
wh»t you are watching on TV 
iu tlmwiv taped before you 
saw Backlund <x anynoe ilw 
wrectie In* Thev art vdeo 
tapes, tnd sometimes »e use 
male has that ire o touch M 
six or eight month* old I hope 
this can give you <ome kind of 
satisfaction 1 certaaily have ail 
the Ktn lo prove it. if you 
want to meet oe personally. I 
would he gUd m ahMV than to 
you 


Dear Oor-il« 

M7u< 14' fhe p.n 
hold the U WFbelr 


Fred Klein 
Philsdetphtc 


When the World Wide Wres- 
tling Federation came uuo ef 
fact the champion *t that tuc* 
• as "Nature B)y" Bucdy Rog- 
ers Howe.er. hts regn -as 
shortlived become ifl June 
I9i'.3. Bruno SatRRiaRsno de- 
feated Hagers in Macaaoe 
Square Carden m M seconds 
With 1 h.c* breaker Bruno 
-cr.i 60 io hold that titi* un 
defeated for the ret t mn* 
f esr* — * feat »h» h no other 
i Ivnc.pioo hu a*hi*v«d m the 
■port of pmresnonal wrestling 


Moth Hogan ctulenaa 8o«> laeklund t»y tha hack of hi* anocta 
and pc*p*roa to throw ham out of tha ring in thwr last title 
match at S*« Soactrum. Th« two will go at It aeavi Saturday 
night it tha Soaetrum. 




l*.r Go nils 

UV 3 (■«>• en/oy notching 
you urettle and ue /ref rhcr 
*1* ore one of the top trap 
pit'- in 'hr KWF VouW 
fought i« <nn«* different type* 
of mate/** and we were i von 
dtrmg if you tier heard of a 
body tlam match because my 
ben friend taw one in Wiscon 
.in between iMnv Braio and 
Jen-, (Cnuher) Biactudl He 
all low* Steward to tour next 
victory at the Spectrum 
The Aiondale Vi'ui d*or Wre* 
tlmg Federation 
Philadelphia 
I’m familiar with the 

bedy ilam match In thia type 
of match otUv body alarm are 
l*t»l holds. AU other types of 
hold* a re broken hv cha refer- 
ee Undoubtedly the man who 
can inflict m*f* body warns 
•Ji be the ««nner 
Moat pro -reader* can an 
dui* four or five body slams >n 
a It*, minute march wythout 
sufTann* too manv injuries 
Anything in mm of «har 
•oold be harmful :o iha bach 
and JCOC’ neck muscles Many 
man hava baan crippled by 
body dam *n fact Bruno 
Sasimartinc suffered a broken 
back from one It might be an 
.nceroatinf type of match but 
! »» never witnessed on> 

Zbyszkos r#lo»td? 

Dair Go nil* 

/ uo- reading a wrethng 
bon* and / noticed the name 
Stanislaus ZbvttMo /« he any 
'elation :o Larry Zbyttko' 
Where i. Chief Jay Srromg 
bow' WM he come hock ui 
PhiUy' 

Bnan Coery 
Philadelphia 
SumUau* Zbvukn e> defi 
nHely not any reiauon to lor 
ry H* -as a Yugoslavian «ra* 
tier »ho » as one of the (ini' 
swing iha «» and VH Ha had 
iotim <laaa<c matchae with Gd 
tStragleri Le»i* and the 
Golden Greek” Jimmi Lon 


In this corner 

GORILLA MONSOON 


the South Philadelphia area' 
Front Suciforv 
Philadelphia 
Not only aren't there any 
school* foe pro wrestling in the 
Philadelphia area, but to the 
neat of my knowledge. there 
aren't any in the United 
Saatea Anyone who breaks 
uuo pco areailing mull ha«a 
•ome kind of amateur back 
ground before they will he con 
asdered by a promoter Yoon* 

fellows amply cant apply, 
they muet hr sought after by a 
promoter. If you ha»e out 
•unding ability and aometJung 
that makea you unique, they 
cenamlv will hear about u and 
fat in touch with you, 


the Flying Frenchman Rena 
Goulet alone with th» Dunrum 
• Atlas match — «uh no 
disqualification*. no count 
out* no time limit and the 
match can be Mopped onlv by 
a ptnfaC or aubmiaaion. 

Captain Lou Albane will once 


ti«hta a* ha yxn a k» World 
Champaon Samoan* in a sia- 


po tutor. will be Uomenir 

Denuctx Pat Pattanon and 
yours truly 

Tha Battle of the Pole* 
should prove to be i moot in- 
teresting ©out as Larry 
Zbvnko meets l»ai Puuki 


Chief la. a current], at 
noma in Georgia. and has 
pr« •entl. •* eat ling in the 
Camfinaa and Georgia He ^ 
-ertamlv loosing forward to re 
turning ro the WWf but at 
»ho point m lime I can I *av 
•hrn O'er the 'ears the Chief 
bar made man. great friend* 
hare and conuder. this to be 
-mhom* away from home 

Aay wrestling *<ko«U? 

I har (aoeiUa 

/ ant an It year old boy uhu 
uarrhe. irrrat mg -m TV every 
uee* I am < erv interested m 
needling fit. «o*j know >*/ on* 
%rhoni* >H wre-thnt around 




Moy 21, 1980 


In this corner 

GORILLA MONSOON 


Calling all poets 





This week we have a abort profile of National Wrestling Alliance champion, Har- 
ley Race. 

Harley has been a wrestling superstar for the There’s no question in my mind that Pat Patter- 
past IS years. He first won the NWA title from son will remain a scientific wrestler. He has an 
Dory Funk, Jr. in May, 1973. That same year he outstanding amateur background and has the re- 
lost the title to National Collegiate champion Jack spect and admiration of the wrestling fans 
Brisco. Harley vowed to get the title back, and on There have been many huge men in pro wrea- 
Feb. 6, 1977 he did, defeating-the champion at the tling over the years, some of them were Happy 
time, Terry Funk. ' Humptree. Haystack Calhoun and The Blimp All 

Harley realizes that the Northeast is the mecca of these men were over 600 pounds. The McGuire 
for all of pro wrestling, and is currently making twins were each over 660 pounds. However, cur- 
arrangements for appearances in this area. rently, I believe the largest and heaviest man in 

• • • „ - ’ pro wrestling is Andre the Giant. 

I have some special news for all my loyal readers. 


KmS ^Vhert'hasHusstm Arat gone off to’ l r it 

serums ttstsi *- ***** '*"** 

rf, winning coton* 

*“** rSS ^" m " ,eg,bl * " North and South and Fiorid. 


that we may get in touch with you. 

Now Uf the mailbag: 

Dear Gorilla: V 

Do you think Pat Patterson can remain a scien- 
tific wrestler ? Who is the heaviest wrestler* 


, „ Unlike many pro wrestlers who outstay their wel- 

V - come in any given territory, The Arab was smart 

main a icim - enough to leave while he was still in great demand. 
estler* therefore, promoters on the East Coast would be 

Brian Carry more than happy to offer him contracts to appear 

Philadelphia in their arenas any time in the near future. - • 




Gorilla Monsoon 
^ loved to wrestle 


TOTOWA. N.J. (AP) - He is known 
simply as "The Gorilla. 1 
And al «-« and 387 pounds, who’s to 
argue*’ 

His real name is Bob Mareila from 
Willing boro. Ha stage, or in this case, 
rtng name, ’ one that’s taken me 15 
years to establish." is Gorilla Mon- 
soon. 

"The name has been very good to 
me." Monsoon said recently at a wres- 
tling show al Ice World Arena. "I made 
a lot of money with it." 

It’s been a lew years since Gorilla 
Monsoon has been a regular on the 
wrestling circuit. Except for his ex- 
traordinarily large physique and size 
14 triple E shoes. Monsoon bears little 
resemblance to the man wrestling fans 
loved to hate. 

Gone is the long, straggly hair. The 
messy, unkempt beard is Just a memo- 
ry. The Gorilla. 43. Is a respectable 
looking large man trying to mak® it an 
a wrestling promoter. 

His days in the ring - he wrestles 
infrequently row - were marked by 
controversy, injuries and some of the 
most colorful matches in wrestling. 
The Gorilla turned pro in 1960 despite 
being assured a berth on the Olympic 
team, picked up his nickname in 1963 
from promoter Vince McMahon and 
was a villain to fans Tor the next seven 
years. 


He underwent a startling transfor- 
mation from villain to hero "over- 
night" when he jumped in the right to 
rescue good guy Bruno Sammartino in 
1969 in Philadelphia. The fans loved the 
Gorilla after that. 

Wrestling is not considered a sport 
by purists. Gorilla claims he "never 
went in the tank." though he admits he 
carried opponents for 15 minutes to gel 
a good workout rather than go for the 
quick pin. Wrestling is a show and the 
wrestlers are performers. The matches 
might bo fixed but it’s doubtful any of 
the Gorilla’s laundry list of injuries 
were preconceived. 

Here’s a rundown on the Gorilla’s 
considerable misfortune. 

He's broken: 

Every rib In his body al least twice; 
both shoulders; left ankle; every finger, 
three cervical vertabrae have been 
twisted 90 degrees; and had contusions 
and concussions "too numerous to 
mention." 

And that's from altercations with his 
opponents. 

"I’ve been knifed, blackjacked, bot- 
tle whipped and had cigars and ciga- 
rettes put out on my body by the fans." 
Monsoon laughed. "At one time I was a 
very haled Individual. It was my trade- 
mark. But it’s belter than teaching 
school." 


But still, why would anybody in his 
right mind want to be a wrestler. Sure, 
you can teach yourself how to land 
when an opponent slams you to the can- 
vas But how about when you're thrown 
12 feel out of the ring to the hard, cold 
floor? Why do it? 

"The top 25 wrestlers make more 
than 3100.000 a year, some more than 
d0. 000," Monsoon said, providing the 
logical answer. "The winners get 70 
percent of the purse, that's why 1 say 
the matches aren't fixed. I'm talking 
afoul a lot of bread and guys do strange 
things for money ." 

Though wrestling still has more than 
its share of skeptics, it's hard to con- 
vince the hard core fans they're watch- 
ing a sham Madison Square Garden 
regularly sells out. they've even had to 
set up closed circuit broadcasts for 
some of their matches. Wrestling en- 
thusiasts like to get involved in the ac- 
tion. evidenced when the Gorilla was 
knocked unconscious "for six hours 
when fans threw 500 folding choirs into 
the nng 

"We deal In personality conflicts. 
G<od against evil. All pro sports that 
nuke money have body contact. If the 
circus advertises that someone is going 
to fall and die off the high wire you 
couldn’t buy a ticket." he said. "People 
are basically sadistic. Wrestling is a 
great tension relief." 

Monsoon, the father of two girls and a 
boy. says you have to love wrestling to 
survive in It. He built up a great rivalry 
with Sammartino. which enabled him 
to make his biggest purse — S2 1.000. 
The scars, the hurts, the hospital visits, 
he Teels, were worth it. 

"All they can do is beat you. As long 
as the other guy only has two arms, two 
legs and one head. 1 don't worry," he 
roared. "There were many nights dur- 
ing my career I wanted to quit but 
didn’t. I don't like to wrestle anymore, 
I don't enjov climbing in the ring. I can 
rest knowing I had some classic 
matches " 

Monsoon leaned back, anchoring his 
size 14 triple E shoes ("the size of a 
compact car." says publicist Kathy 
Duva) on his desk. 

"Wrestling is a vicious, vicious busi- 
ness." he said. "You have to love it. If 
you survive, it will be good to you." 

Wrestling has been very, very good to 
Gorilla Monsoon. 



SapfaSn Lou 

As my fans read this column I will be in Rome. 
Spectrum promoter Phil Zacko has sent me on this 
European tour in search of new wrestling talent. 
However, I will be back in time to compete in the big 
wrestling card at the Spectrum June 21. 

I wouldn’t want to miss the big title defense by Bob Backlund 
against the Olympian Ken Patera. 1 also can't wait to get my 
hands on Captain Lou Albano in the big six-man tag tear., match 
as Albano has made some very derogatory remarks about roe 
personally that he will have to pay for. 

Another highlight on the 21st will be the battle of the poles as 
Larry Zbysco takes on Polish Power Ivan Putski. 

And now, on to the mailbag. 

Strained friendship 

Dear Gorilla, v-. v 

Can you please tell me the result of the April 21 Madison 
Square Garden match between Larry Zbysco and Bruno 
Saramartino. And do you think that their friendship can 
once again be restored? -y. 

• \ ’ * ' ' ’* •"*« Brian Boran, 

i - - - -i/' Minersville, Pa. 

'Dear Brian, * * ... ; . 

The match at the Garden ended with Zbysco being counted out 
of the ring after having been completely and thoroughly beaten 
by Bruno. However, as Zbysco left the ring he made some very 
serious remarks at Bruno and spit in his face so I can't see the 
feud being over by a long shot. I am sure Bruno won't be satisfied 
until Zbysco is out of pro wrestling and regardless of what hap- 
pens from this point forward, they will never again be friends. 
Too much has gone over the dam. 

Bruno a favorite 

Dear Gorilla, 

I would like to know where Spiros Arion and Superstar 
Billy Graham are and are they going to return to the World 
Wrestling Federation- I would also like to congratulate 
Bruno Sammartino on his victory over Larry Zbysco at the 
Spectrum- Bruno is my favorite wrestler and is truly the 
living legend of wrestling. . . 
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Angelo PaPado Poules 
Upper Darby 

, Dear Angelo. 

Currently, Spiros Arion is the European champion and is keep- 
ing up a very busy schedule. I can't see him leaving Europe at this 
time as the champion must defend his title every 30 days. I am 
also sure Spiros would love to return to the W.W.F. He made a 
great deal of money here but he also burned a lot of bridges. 

Superstar Billy Graham is currently wrestling in Texas. Ari- 
zona. New Mexico. Missouri and making the occasional trips to 
Japan. Australia and we can look forward to seeing him back in 
W.W.F. either later this year or in .1981. 

News from Hamburg 


Dear Gorilla, j ' 

First we want to thank you for the wonderful articles you 
write and for being the kind of person you are. We see you 
often in Hamburg and you’re never too busy to talk to peo- 
ple or sign autographs. 

Our question is, is there anyway we can find out who 
wins the main event or feature match at Hamburg? We try 
to get up there often but because of our business we some- 
times can't make it. The feature matches are never tele- 
vised and we’re mainly interested in the result of the Larry 
Zbysco vs. Pat Patterson match- We hope some day soon 
Larry comes to his senses and realizes what he has done to 
his career, himself and his fans. Do you think Larry is dirty 
enough to service on the bad guys side? Also, w-hat hap- 
pened to Steve Keirn? We heard he was coming to the 
area? Thank you so much for your time. 

V . / > Ginny Speler 

. ~ - - Honey Brook, Pa. 

Dear Ginny, 

Thank you so very much for your very complimentary letter, l 
don't know if there is anywhere that the Hamburg feature match 
results are listed. In fact, I am sure they're not. The match you're 
referring to ended in a double disqualification as the referee could 
not control it The only way I know you can get these results is by 
word of mouth, either from seome friends of yours thst sttend 
regularly or by asking me when you do coroe down. 

My personal opinion of Larry’s career is thst it is just about 
over. He has made so many enemies that it will be tough for him 
to survive in this business. 
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Who's the bests 
Molls or Giant? 


Promoter Phil Zacko han scheduled four outstanding 
bouu that will headline the June 21 Spectrum card. 
WWF champion Bob Backiund puts his title on the line 
againat Olympian Ken Patera. 

Th*» Battle of th* Pole* finds larry Zbysko (skins on Ivan Putaki 
and the big return Teias Death Match between Bob Duncum »nd 
Mr. USA Tony Allas alum I! be a claaok. 

And don't firgct the spectacular ox -man tag team match as the 
Samosna ind their manager Lou Aibano meet Dominic DeNuccu 
Pat PilUrao" and youm truly 


3efcre are go to the mailbag I would like to congratulate the Fly- 
ers or a non coangrou «e*«*nn Anyone who viewed (he final 
playoff game knows who (he true Staiuay Cup champions are. 

Sow to the mailbag 

A rtally IIG match 

Dear Gorilla. 

What do you think would happen if Hulk Hogan was to meet 
Andre the Giant ’ Do you think Hogan would gc. pinned’ 

Joel Benwuist 
Ha (boro 

I think that the question you have asked is on the mind* of 
wrestling fans throughout the country and literally every 
promoter in the entire country 10 trying u> book that particu- 
lar match- A meeting between those two giants Certainly 
would be a fantastic match and. from a promoter'! view- 
point. would be lerrific box office. 

I have rw»rw«n*llv wrestled as Andre the Giaat'a partner on 
many occasions and know what he is capable of doing. I have 


Where's Swe<i«? 

Dear Mr Monsoon 

Could you plea**? tel me where Swede Hansen «s now wrestling, 
and is there a chance he will return lo the area? 

Sandy Kraczer 
Allentown 

Swede Hansen is currently wrenUlng and doing extremely 
well in North and South Carolina as well as Georgia and Ala- 
bama. He has a nusinea* of his own in North Carolina which 
is making it convenient for him lo work that particular part 
of the country at this time. However, Swede Hansen made a 
very big hit here in the World Wrestling Federation and I'm 
•rare that, in the n«*or future, should he deride to contact any 


Poor eyesight? 


How come in (he recent match hetw— >n Ken Pstera ind Par 
Pal tereon the officials didn't -ay anything when th* referee counted 
three, but Patterson had hw foot on the rope? Thiawas not the fin* 
time :hut has happened. 

Hubert Colbert 
Philadelphia 

Many time* it a very difficult for a referee to see everything 
that takes place within the squared circle, ft is not an easy 
Job. and. in fact, s thank lout iob to be a referee. However, 
once a referee makes n decision, he has to stick by his gun- 


r-nurul all you fans who are poets that 
m* is lun» 10 Grand pn». I<.r 
tile l*-»l |SW-oi. is dinner with me following th.- -lane s,--. i.u.u 
card 

The winning poem -ill «i«» ippesr xi mv column. 

Please make sure vour re*um iKirts. t» egible -o that I m able ti» 


Here's just 
the deadline for wndmg poems 
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1 htve received mony letter* ■■kinjf to dewribe in 
detail what a Texas Death Match is all about. 

It sctms that the return match beiwern Tony (Mr liniverae) Al- 
tai aivd Big Bob Duitcum at :he Spectrum cn Jonctl han treated > 
great deal of iitamt being that it is a Trias Death Match 

First of all. the match had to be agreed jpor. by both wrestlers 
before Promoter Phil Zacko could sgn it Both have agreed to the 
following rule* 

There will be no disqualification, a wrestler cannot be counted out 
of the nng. and the referees cannot stop the match (or rea»n* other 
than a p inf all or aubmiaeion. A fjrthor itipuiation i* that «h»t«v«r 
the pu-se moaey may be for thu bout, it i»iU go eiduwvtly to the 
winner. The loser vriE receive zero. It ia what we call a winner-tale- 
all match. 

TO THE MAIL BAG 

Hard to b« bumbla 

Dear A 1r. Monsoon: 

l redly enjoy your column very much, keep up the good work. I 
really Jon l ha or a question. let me explain what I mean. The other 
Jay / 'eard a net. anng ret the radio by Mnc DavLi As J l/tereri to 
the words, I thought he mi at hole seen ard heard Ken Patera in 
an uitervxeu'. I dunk the words c f the song fit Mr. Patera /set fine. 

Her* they are 

Oh lord, it's hard to be humble 
When you're perfect in every way. 

I con 'I wait to look in the mirror 
'Cause I gel belter looking each day. 

To know me is to by/e me 
I must be a hell of a man. 
f)k lord, it’s hard to be humble 
But I'n doing the best I can. 

There are other verses. Out I think this says it all 

Betty Amble' 
Phtlo 

Dear Betty 

I cat only agree with you one hundred percent. One of Ken t 
favorite remarka is it a hard to be humble when you're peat. Its 
uvly t shame thst as outstanding athlete with fantastic ability, an 
outstanding Olympic record and other achievement* too numerous 
to mention has to be tied up with someone like Fred Blaiaie, who 
has pcaoned Sis mini The youth of today desperately needs heroes 
u> lw« op to. anc K«n could fit this bill perfectly. However, all th«t 
gluten is not gold. 

Another chan<e 

Dear Gorilla: 

l really enjoy your column m the Journal and appreciate at! the 
work you hair done. My quefttone arc. how ermr hurt putek i and 
Tito Santana didn l get another chance at the rag tean champion- 
ship against the Samoans an May 10 at t he Spectrum' Did To,' 
sum i fugtnami lose his ;un*/r heavyweight champwnshio to Mikt 1 
Graham l 

Same Withheld 


There definitely should bnve been a return for the tag team 
title and Promoter Phil Zacko tried to book the mtteb. but 
Tito Santana had made a commitment for a tour of the Orient 
for the month of May. ao the match waa out at the (ucstioa. 
Tito U supposed to return here following; the tour. K I’ll have 
further information on that tai a summer. 

To the beat of my knowledge, the Junior heavyweight title 
has not changed hand* Mr. SHirna. prraidert of the World 
Wrestling Federation, haa not to date sent out notices to that 
effect. 

OUCH! 

Dear Mr. Monsoon: 

WKU injuries have you received ooerlQyeor, in the nr,*/ 

Trey V op per 
WiUmg'nro. N.J. 

Dear Troy: 

On rainy days rt'a *a*y to remember because they all tche. I've 
broker, over 10 nbe more than once, left shouider, left wrist, right 
ankle, several fingers * severely twisted cervical vertibrar. numer- 
ous tom ligaments and muscle* and eoundeaa eontusi.-nv arm ua. 
eusstoos. I’ve brokeamy nc«* five time* 

Joe: the thought of the** tr.iurvw bnnr» pain 





The wrestler from Willingboro, here held in toe by Baron Mikel Scicluna, is really a pussycat. Page 8. 
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By Andrew Wallace f ." 

»«**•>•' ««n •">•*■ 

Gonlla Monsoon ambles down the aisle, 
llanked by sli blue jacketed ushers. The crowd |fi 
jamming the Baltimore Civic Center showers fte 
cheers on him as he climb* between the ropes. K&j 
He Is huge and slightly knock-kneed with a 
shape Just the opposite of an hourglass He 
wear* a ikimmerlnf green jackal and hii black, |£j! 
knee-length trunks have red stripes down the m-i 
leg*. HI* long block hair I* thinning. Wilh a 
happy to be here smile, he looks too Innocent to 
be a serious menace In the ring, where the tool* 
o/ 1 he trade are chops to the Adam's apple and V* 
finger fobs to the eyeball ^ 


Robcn Marclla Is slacking leftover firewood 
In from of Ills frame ranch house on a quiet 
si reel In Willlnghoro. Clad in a yellow wind- 
breaker. dark slacks and prescription sunglass- 
es. he looks ordinary enough ll Is only when 
he looms over you at 6 feel. 6 Inches and 400 
pounds and holds out a hand lhat is as big and 
angular and hard as a brick thai you recognize 
Gorilla Monsoon. 

If you remain Id doubt, he will guide you 
gently into his den. lined with the pictures of 
some of his favorite professional wrestlers, and 
show you I he massive gold bells that proclaim 
Gorilla Monsoon and Killer Kowalski the 
world champions of tag-team wrestling. 

Maybe But to his neighbors, he is a husband 
who prides himself on his homemade lasagna. 
a father of three who loves to play ball with his 
teenage son and an adventurer who likes to 
tool around town on the motorcycle he gave 
himself for his 40th birthday two years ago. 

Seating himself at ihe dining room table, he 
push©* aside a wicker basket of wan fruit and 


He’s the man who turned into a Gorilla . . . 

. . . and upended Muhammad Ali 


Personality 

talks about being a couple of times loo tough 
and several sizes too big for the ordinary 
world "At my size. I am powerful, and when 
the adrenalin flows, there is no telling how 
powerful I am.” lie snya without bragging "I 
could kill In my sleep and never know it." he 
adds with a wink at his wife, Maureen, whose 
weight Is less than one-third his Hod he been 
of ordinary stature, the playful slap she gives 
him In response would have knocked him 
under the tabic. 

"I broke the shoulder of my college coach by 
accident," confesses Marella, who will he light- 
ing in a six-man lag (earn match al the Spec- 
trum in Philadelphia this Saturday. "I reached 
hock like this for a wtzzard (an arm lock) and 
drew him down across me and — crack' It Just 
snapped." 

Ordinarily, he is noi reluctant to use his size 
or his sirengih. ‘ I once hit a guy wno was has- 
sling a woman al a bus stop," he says “I 
knocked him through a plate-glass window He 
was unconscious for 12 hours." His tone is mat- 
ter-of-fact He acknowledges that “as a pro. I 
have to watch myself. People are so lawsuit- 
conscious." 


(iorllla'i opponent, Joe Mascara, a blond, 228 
''ound, well muscled Adonis, has somehow driv- 
en him into a corner and begins to hit, butt and 
\ick the dared giant Gorilla pushes him away 
and begins shuffling after him across the ring 
like a bear stalking a hunter who had taken his 
best shot and missed. 


An exaggerated look of panic comet octoss 
Adonis' face and he dodges through the ropes to 
stare at Monsoon from the apron of the ring. 
Monsoon smiles a nice Iwouldlhurtyoufor- 
the world smile as he gallantly holds open the 
ropes for the younger man. 

The crowd screams approval The screams 
start again when Monsoon fams Adonis inlo a 
corner, grabs him in a headlock and scrapes his 
face along the ropes, something he can get away 
with if because he Is a good guy and good guys 
are only nasty when provoked, and then they 
can get away with almost anything — in the 
name of an-eye for an eye justice. 

• 

Size has ils compensations. It has enabled 
Marella to become a better than average super- 
heavyweight wrestler, earning a six-figure 
salary that allows him lo buy silk shins, travel 
where he wants and support four cars. And it 
keeps him from getling sand kicked in his face 
— even when the kicker happens to be the 
world heavyweight boxing champ 

That happened one mghl when Muhammad 
All and some friends showed up at the Arena in 
Philadelphia and began taunting him . After 
Marella had won his bout, he invited Ail into 
the ring. The boxer stripped lo. ihe waisi. re- 
moved his shoes and climbed in. For eight 
minutes. Marella stalked the elusive All. who 
tried to end II all with one long range punch. 
Finally. Marella caught him. hoisted him on 
his shoulders, spun him around several times 
and dumped him to the mat Fnd of fight. 

"I knew that If I got close enough to grab 
him, it was all over." he chortles as he waichcs 
Ihe videotape of his triumph for the umpteenth 
time 

Hut size also has its problems Marclla's 



clothes have to be tailored and his shoos spe- 
cially made He has lo travel first class (fortu 
nately. he can afford it) He sleeps on an extra- 
firm mattress in a king sized bed lie has protv 
lems with reclining chairs — he sits the hot- 
toms out on the average of one every six 
months 

Marella took up the sport of wrestling when 
he was 8 years old and growing up in Rochest 
er. N Y. In high school and at Ithaca College, 
he excelled in wresiling. irack and football In 
track, he set New York Stale scholastic records 
in the shot and discus 

In fool hell, he played center, tackle and full- 
back. and had the tools to attract several pro 
offers He turned them down because he had 
injured a knee and a doctor told him that “if I 
ever played. l would never walk any more ~ 

Instead, he concentrated on wrestling. After 
graduating from college wnh a degree in phys- 
ical education and physiotherapy, he toured 
with an American team promoting the I960 
Olympics He probably would have made the 
Olympic team that year, bul he couldn't afford 
to. 

“All those medals and trophies are fine, but 
all of them and a dime will get you a cup of cof- 
fee." he says, lighting up a menihotaied ciga- 
ret “I had quite a bit of publicity from the 
worldwide lour and I goi a call from a promoter 
in Toronto I still remember it. It was on a Sun 
day morning I was leaching school at the time i 
so it was no big decision lo make, teachers’ 
salaries being what they were "The promoter’s 
offer was 1500 a week, and that was 20 years 
igo 

At that time. Ihe promoter capitalized on the 
publicity Marella had gotten from the lour He 
became Gorilla Monsoon in 19M when he 


Monsoon rests in his dressing room 
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The 400-pound Hercules Is something of a homebody, priding himself on his lasagna; here he watches the pot while his wife Maureen smilingly watches him 






changed bis base of operations from Toronto to 
New Yorks Madison Square Garden, wres- 
tling's big time. There, because a promoter 
thought the area needed "an animal." Marella 
turned savage He became one of those strut- 
ting. dirty-deaiing baddies the crowds love to 
hate 

That was pari of the show, something Marel- 
la argues is necessary “Otherwise, the arenas 
would be empty 1/ you’re not into wrestling or 
if you don't know someone personally, watch- 
ing high school or college wrestling is like 
watching grass grow I enjoy it. but I know a 
zillion .people who would not walk across the 
street to see it." be says. / 

Marella also admits that he has carried weak- 
er wrestlers for 10 minutes just to entertain 
fans But he insists that the matches are not 
faked Winners get 70 percent of the purse and 
the loser gets the rest. Few wrestlers can afford 
to lose, be ays. 

Wrestling can be a painful way to make a liv- 
ing. In the ring. Marella has splintered ribs and 
has broken both shoulders, outside the ropes, 
he has been blackjacked, beaned and beaten 
with bottles jabbed with knives swatted with 
chairs kicked and socked Angry fans have 
cursed his wife and attacked his car. 

“You know- he philosophizes, "people are 
basically sadistic and wrestling plays to the 
sadistic tendencies of people. If the circus was 
coming and you could advertise that that night 
someone would fall from the high wire, you 
wouldn't be able to buy a ticket." 


Adorns leans down, grabs Monsoon's leg and 
lifts The leg remains rooted In place. Exasper 
ated. he drops the leg. gets behind Gorilla and 
attempts a bear hug His hands do not meet. 
Finally, he puts an arm under Gorilla and lilts 
He looks like a drunk trying to wrestle a relrig 
eras or. 

r * 

One of the few times Marella has been afraid 
was when about six fans jumped him from all 
directions "Fortunately, the first one had a 
chair. I took it away from him and the rest were 
mine." he says He was also reluctant to get into 
the nng with Terrible Ted." a 900-pound wres- 
tling bear. “He could smother you," Marella 
says * * _ r 

Some of the battles be now recalls nostalgl- 
cally as sone of his finest, most painful hours 
were against Bnino Sammartino. who reigned 
as world champion for 15 years. "He was the 
most powerful man in pro wrestling.’' Marella 
says “He could press 565 pounds." Sometimes 
the two of ihetn went 90 bloody mmuies with- 
out a decision Marella 's one regret was that he 
was never able to wrestle away Sam marti no's 
crown, even though several times he battered 
the champ so badly That the referee stopped the 
fight and awarded Monsoon the victory. (To 
wm the championship, the challenger has to 
pin the champ or force him to give up.) 

About 1972. with a single, uncharacteristic 
good deed. Marella switched sides and became 
a hero in the eyes of the screaming fans who. 
untii then, wanted nothing more than to see 
him maimed. “It happened spontaneously at 
Philadelphia’s Channel 43 during the filming 
of a T\ show." be says The enl Dr. Jerry Gra- 
ham had Marella ’s okl nemesis. Sammartino. 
groggy in the nng and went to get a two-by- 
four. “1 stopped him from doing a job on Sam- 


martino and that made me the greatest thing 
since sliced bread." he says, his eyes twinkling 

That's the way it has been since. Now his ring 
reputation mirrors his behavior outside the 
arena, where he is truly a white hat — a man 
more concerned with family, fnends and char- 
ity work than on winning a wrestling crown or 
making piles of money 

Standing in the driveway beside his sporty, 
sky-blue Cadillac with landau roof. Marella 
says he turned down SS.MO a week to wrestle in 
Japan because his wife did not want him to be 
away from home so long < 

Now that he is a respected veteran, and an 
articulate one at that, ce has gotten into pro- 
moting and public relations Now he doesn't 
have to go to the mat every night any more But 
even when he did. he says he tried lo arrange 
his schedule to spend as much time as possible 
wnh his children, daughters Sharon. 21. and 
Valerie. 11 and son. Joey. |7. 

He Is also devoting mere time to charity and 
to lecturing kids about drugs and setting Ufe 
goals. One of the accomplishments he is proud- 
est of is making good on a pledge to raise S12.- 
000 to combat juvenile diabetes. 

• 

Finany. after about minutes. ' Gorilla 
grows tired of the game, tired of srmhng He 
tones his opponent by the arm. flings him 
against the ropes and holds out his arm so that 
the smaller wrestler's chest smacks into it as he 
bounces oft Stunned. Adorns falls on his bode. 
Gorilla kneels, gently, on hit shoulders and the 
referee stop, the mat One. Two Three U s aU 
over. 



Here’s the winning 
wrestling poem 


My recent tour of Italy was 
most enjoyable, however 
somewhat discouraging, as 
far as the wrestling talent 
that I saw. 

I guess I must be a bit spoiled 
because we have the finest wres- 
tling talent in the world here on 
the East Coast all the time. Nev- 
ertheless. it'i most gratifying 
knowing I possess u USA 
passport and can get back to this 
country, which is undoubtedly 
the greatest country in the 
world. 

And now, the news that every- 
one has been waiting for, the 
winner of the wrestling poein 
contest. Today we're printing 
the winning poem and the writer 
will be ray guest Saturday night 
at the Spectrum and will also be 
my guest for dinner following 
the bouta. She will receive her 
tickets by road. 

So, here's the poem. 

• • • 

On Saturdays, when it’s just 
him and me. 

His eyes are glued to the TV. 
When I walked by, to my 
surprise. 

There were these great big, 
strangely dressed guys. 

I knew what they were doing 
was supposed to be fun. 

But of these holds, I knew 
not one. 

I thought it was silly to 
watch these men. 


In this corner 

GORILLA MONSOON 



But to be a good wife, I sat 
down there and theii. 

I kept aaking questions, like 
who is who. 

My husband said if you keep 
this up you’ll know more 
than I do. 

And as each week went on I 
came to decide 


Backlwtd 

defeated 


Bob Backlund tuned up 
for this Saturday’s wres- 
tling at the Spectrum by 
losing to good guy turned 
bad Larry Zybyako Mon- 
day night in Madison jS 
Square Garden. Backlund 
held on to his WWF belt, 
however, because the bout 
was called at 27:39 when h 
profuse bleeding from a £ 
cut above Backlund’a 
right eye caused the refer- j 
ee to stop it. A title can .1 
only change hands on a 
pin fall or count out. *- • ! 9 


That when wrestling came on 
I would sit by his side. 

For I found out I liked this 
stuff. 

And now the TV was not 
enough. 

So down to the Spectrum 
once a month we go 
So I cun watch this wrestling 
show. • . 

And 1 whistle and holler and 
shout and cheer 
I only missed going once this 
year. 

So now I’m addicted and 
can’t stay away 
And if they had it. I'd go ev- 
ery day. 

Because I have found that 
not much is more fun 
Than watching these match- 
es, each and every one. 

Robin Collins 
Philadelphia 
• • • 

Congratulations Robin on your 
interesting and clever poem. I’ll 
be waiting to meet you Saturday 
night at the Spectrum after I 
clean up Capt Lou Albano and 
his Samoans. * • 

viL.v iMvaft re m aimZ; NHtanMIMKII 


PHIIADIIPHIA JOURNAL/W A** 18. 1980 



poncnt you ever faced? 

Sim Goozdenovich 

Hilltop, N J. 

The toughest opponent is an 
easy one. Over the years, with- 
out any question, my toughest 
opponent was Bruno Saromarti- 
no. We had some classic con- 
frontations that toll live in the 
annals of wrestling history. Un- 
fortunately, from those matches 
we also received many serious 
injuries which are still with us 
today and will be with us forev- 
er. However, Bruno and I are 
the best of friends today and 
many times laugh at the way we 
tried to maim each otheT in the 
early 60s. 

As of last Saturday night 1 can 
truly say that the Samoans live 
up to their reputation of being 
the Wild Shrooans. They are the 
most unorthodox wTestlers I’ve 
ever been in the ring with. You 
usually can anticipate moves 
that your opponent » going to 
make. However, with these two 
crazy men that is not the case, 
so you’re really at wit’a end at 


wo Ov Mrte Levtn 

Gorilla Monsoon makes one of the Wild Samoans open wide 
during last Saturday's Spectrum card. , . , 


In this corner 

GORILLA MONSOON 


Once again I want to thank Robin Collins for her most 
interesting winning poem, which was published last 
week. I’m sure she enjoyed the matches last Saturday 
night and I hope she enjoyed the dinner afterward. 

Let’s take a look at what 
happened on last Satur- 
day’s card. The six-man 
tag was obviously too 
wild for one referee to 
control and without fear 
of contradiction, we were 
robbed when the decision 
was given to the Samoans 
and Captain Lou. 

Mr. USA Tony Atlas really did 
a number on Bob Duncum and 
was awarded the victory in the 
Texas death match. The Battle 
of the Poles turned out to be a 
real Pier 15 brawl winding up 
with Ivan Putski outside the 
ring unable to answer the 10- 
count and a gloating Larry Zbya- 
ko prancing around with the 
win. 

The main event featured an 
unusual ending. During a series 
of cnss -crosses, Bob Backlund 
unintentionally struck referee 
Mario Savoidi and knocked him 
completely out of the ring and 
unconscious. Ken Paters at this 
point was covering Backlund for 
a pin. but there was no referee to 
count. Barney Solomon, another 
referee seated at ringside, made 
his way into the ring, called for 
the bell, and awarded the match 
to Patera, having disqualified 
Backlund for striking the offi- 
cial Patera, enraged at not win- 
ning the title, struck Backlund 
several time* with the cham- 
pionship belt and Bob literally 
had to be carried from the ring. 

Since last Saturday night I 
have received two phone calls 
concerning that match; one from 
the Pennsylvania State Athletic 
Commission and one from pro- 
moter Phil Zacko. Both calls 
isked the same question, would 
1 consider taking the role as a 
special guest referee to handle 
the already-signed return match 
between Backlund and Patera 
which will take place at the 
Spectrum July 25. My only 
question was what rules would 
be in effect and were there to be 
any special considerations given 
to these rules? Both parties as- 
sured me that aD current rules 
would apply. I gave them my ac- 
ceptance. IH have the entire 
July 25 card for you next week. 

Now to the mailbag: 

Dear Gorilla: 

Who was the toughest op- 
ponent you have ever faced 
and who was the wildest op- 
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Dear Mr. Monsoon: 

Why ia it that only the top 
wrestlers are ever seen with 
their managers? Lou Albano 
ia always seen with the Vali- 
ant Brothers and Bulldog 
Brower, the Grand Wizard 
with Greg Valentine and Ar- 
nold Skoland with Bob Back- 
lund and Bruno Sammartino. 
Why don’t wrestlera like you 
or Johnny Rod* or Ted DiBI- 
a*i have managers? 

Bill Heins 
Oaklyn, N -J. 

With the exception of maybe 
25 or 30 'op wrestlers in the 
country today, moat wrestlers do 
not have managers. They are 
self-employed independent con- 
tractors. doing their own book- 
ini and their own thinking. Usu- 
ally when an individual is a title 
hdder he will need a manager, 
net so much to advise him in the 
ring, but to take care of his trav- 
eling itinerary, make sure he re- 
ceives the proper percentage in a 
number of different contracts, 
and, in general take care of 
meat of his paperwork 


Below: Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 7/2/8G 


Spectrum lines up 
attractive card 


Ai I promlnrd laet week. 
Mit't the romplet* eard for 
ihe Spectrum on Saturday. 
July *0. Tor Kjunmui will 
meet » neweomer from Santo 
Domingo. making h» dabut 
■( i hr Son uum. Angel Mari- 
/llln; Lorry Sharp meeta aen. 
intienal Ric* McCrnw; four 
womeo will meet In a epeciaJ- 
■ Ur eel kin Aualrallan lag 
Irani match: .Samoan No. 1 
will have hi a hand* r«llulw 
langlro with funner world 
Champion Pedro Moralra; 
and Samoan No. t will try to 
aolvc the fancy movea of pop- 
ular Rene GouleU 
Than are two mum matche* 
hi for July 26. Quo of them * 
ortwrrn Larry Zhyako and Ivan 


- '* jr jf! 

■ ;:>-)• • -• > •• 

In this comet-# 

GORILLA MONSOON 


Putabi The terond relam 
oaul i« b*i*e» Olympic 
atrongmar Ken Pater* and ihe 
cwrer.t WWf champion Bob 
Backhand. Thu a tha mam 
•«eoi with toun truly aa the 
fuaal rafrra* Undoubtedly (h« 
teooe of the biggc*« card. ae* (or 
the Spectrum tht* year and 
there ‘a mill more to coroe 

Spectrum promoter Fhd Zacko 
hu Seen awrceaehd m aignmg a 
match that the whole country 
haa been Mytnc to get. the battle 
of the undefeated auper- 
heavyweight.. at Incredible 
Hdh Hogan wta face tha Eighth 
Wantai of the World, Andre the 
Giant. 

I would Lie to ait end my per 
aotul congratulation* to Mr 
Zacko far h« ouut.nding book, 
utr and for apanng no eipenae an 
bringing tha beat of pro wraa- 
l tin | to tha Philadelphia area 

Aa far aa the mam event a 
ccoceraad. in the muuli of moat 


wreatluif fana it would appear 
that Patera would be upaet 
about ire bear* the pnwi refer- 
ee. howavar Kao arerai happy 
about the anuauon necauaa he 
Ino** thar I am not JOtnj ro jet 
knocked out ol the nnj and 
thal'i a hat coal turn tha lade 
during the Ian Specrmr.tr card 
Thka evMrh will undoubtedly be 
e claui-r If you don) e— tooth 
e> are* tint* bout tha year, tee 
thMOne 

Now to the mailbag 

tih* Intact 

Dear Mr. Monnoon; 

la It true that Tito Santana 
hae broken riba from the 
Samoan drop at the Spec- 
trum when he and Pufaki loot 
the hefta? 

Kimberly Saber 
Wilmington. DeL 

It )• definitely not true Tito 
Santana evented «vne winer 
in/urae. Jut inf that parUeulo' 
till* match. Aoee.v' heh cur- 
rent* areHfing atuf m fail 
u-rt tiled /he Monday following 
that particular match. Tito leg 
the KWf hecotiw hr uaa cum- 
mined to a no rid tour, hcwriur 
f\n race that he would have 
hem mw happy to lea te thia 
pan 0 / the country * 0 ! bring a 
to holder of Uio world tag tram 
chompwnthip 

ZbysJto gatrttacM 

Dear Mr. Mtmaoatt: 

I had road in the Auguat m- 
atie of ’'The Wre.tkr’ that 
Larry Zbtako waa co order- 
ing haring either Blaaeir. 
Lou Albano or the Grand 
Wiiard aa a manager. U thia 
tmieT And alao. 1 bad read 
that Zbyako and Tony Garea 
areatiU frteod*. la thk. true’ 
Annette Perec 
Franhlltivillr. N J. 

Te the Leaf of my knowledge 
Larry Zb? mho hat not been and 
» nuf non- tcwtMmg fa* a roana- 
gee Larry Zbyako it « i«ery in- 
telligent ro liege graduate u>ho 
certainly doesn't need the ad- 
mit of a Fred Blassu. Lou hi- 
bare, or Grand 'Muard Aim . 
Larry, undoubted!, at Ihu point 
in hu carter, u Crying to ante on 
much money at he /m-.iSfy can. 



Hulk Hogan, haee applying a bod to champion floe Bach 
kind, will be on tha noit Spectrum winstllng co*o «mng 
•garnal Anata tha Giant. 


knowing that due la the run- 
frenlalitui befueen he and S cm- 
mart me. «u* htelihood in thin 


proven by the ma-t concrete 
evidence, the film. 

Pat PatteraOfl — the Inter. 


ftunmeer mar not loot too tong, iontioenlal Championahip 
hating created m many ear- Belt’a only true owner — ia a 
aura brilliant athlru' who laani- 

Tony Garea renca the incident I katM dignity, morality and 
occurred between Sammartino pride, even though de- 
and Zbyito hae hem out of the throoed. Pat oatahmew every 


United Stole*, wreethag prima- 
rily in Aurtraha and Sew Zto 
Uuid. howetor I’m cure that hr 
hat not been m an* di'rtt con- 


opponent he fueca. Pal 
Pattomoa baa the auppoet at 

iJofhis fa on 

So, Mr. Mon toon. -h» h.< 


tact with Zbynha but cm-ore of ‘he oOtoMlg acted on all 
the iituatietn. I’m sure 'hat Tony the evidence (film. fan*, wtl. 
u appalled at the acroae of oeaoea) brought forth and a- 
Lorry Zbyako and irl/l mate ilgned a rematch or ret urrud 
that feeling tttdtnl Ihe fird 'he «U» that waa taken from 
lime he *eei him At one fine Pat Patternin' 


them turn individual* um- the 
WWb- leg So *. a -knrnr***. W-< 
I'm mere that Tuny hae different 
feeling i today than he had a* 
title holder 

CflrTdrt Hid Mistakd 

Dear Mr Meoooon 

Tm appalled by the fact 
that WWF o (Tin ala haven) 
taken deliberate atepa 
toward reaolving the ap par- 
ent cootroveray about the 
Ken Tut" • ve. Imereon- 
tknental Champion Tat 
Patlerwon match. 

Ken Patera waa amuatly 
•warded the Intercontinental 
Champtooehip title, thou- 
aaodn of fan* witnoaaed it. 
and thia fnct ran eanOv be 


Diana Fariacchio 
I’hiludrlphia 
tint of all. by the tine l*Ve f.f 
WrtnUng Federation orc'-do’ 
Mr. Shvrta received uord of t*» 
vntroiieruat fininh u n o* r.l 
•tody old newi. being thoi be 
noA« hit home in damn U/<n 
’•viewing the fit m». k-inti be 
fid cell f> o’ r> reium man* la be 
<hedu/ed Since thee Patera 
md Patter. ton hate met in fi'ut 
'Hum matches I nfnrtuatilel? 
tone um won by P-ttier-,* . 

These bouf look pUnv •" 
Madinoa Soua/e Garden, 
Waghi Apron DC. Halum-ec 
CtMC Arena and the htt-trigb 
Civic Amia. f o.n of the 
ip-mcn as yvu a* fat o* t he tot 
mg by the WWF. 



Garea is checking 
on Zbysko rumors 


In this corner 

GORILLA MONSOON 


Tony Garea is coming hack to the WWF, and, 
as he recently told me, the major reason for his 
return to this area, after a successful tour of 
Europe and the Orient, is to get to the bottom 
of the stories and rumors about his former tag 
partner, the now rule-breaking Larry Zbysko. 

Tony has been involved in athletics all his life. At the 
age of five he was participating in rugby in his native New 
Zealand. Tony was an excellent player and one of the first 
men to combine weight lifting and isometrics into rugby. 
When Tony was approached by a New Zealand promoter 
to try pro wrestling, he was all for it. He wasn’t a stranger 
to the sport because his cousin was the heavyweight 
champ of Auckland for many years. 

Tony has to his credit the following championships: 
New Zealand heavyweight champion; South Pacific 
heavyweight champion; co-holder of the world tag team 
title in 1973 with partner Haystack Calhoun, in 1974 with 
partner Dean Ho, and again in 1978 with Zbysko. 

Tony has been trying to get a crack at the world title for 
many years and I’m sure with his record he will not be 
denied a chance. It remains to be seen what will happen 
to the relationship between Garea and Zbyako. As world 
tag team champions they were very close. 

• • • 

I just want to remind all our wrestling fans in the Phila- 
delphia area about the super card coming to the Spec- 
trum Saturday, July 26. featuring a world title defense* by 
champion Bob Backlund against Olympic strongman Ken 


Patera with yours truly as the special guest referee. 

Now to the mailbag. 

Why o rtf? 

Dear Gortlla: 

Why have a referee in the ring uhen it's a Texas death 
match where anything is allowed ? 

Wally Marman 
Norristown 

In a Texas death match all rules, more or less, do 
not apply, however a referee is required for many 
reasons. First, he must declare a winner. Another 
reason can be that many times in this type of match 
a stalemate may occur where neither man has the 
other in a compromised position yet all action has 
ceased. A referee can also render a decision on 
’whether one wrestler ia unable to continue and 
award a winner. 

What’s the payoff? 

Dear Gorilla: 

How does a wrestler get paid — by the day. ueek or 
month f And do they have to pay a fee to enter the ringf If 
so. how much f How much does a wrestler have to pay for 
a license f 

June Miller 
Easton 

All wrestlers fall under the jurisdiction of the 
state athletic commission where they work. The li- 
cense fees will vary from state to state, ranging 


anywhere from $26 to |100. Wrestlers usually do 
not have to put up entrance money for matches, un- 
less it is deemed so in the contract beforehand. In 
auch matches ns battle royals, where a lot of money 
is at stake for the winner, entrance fees are de- 
manded. They usually run about $600. 

Wrestlers are self-employed, independent con- 
tractors, therefore each man makes his own rules, 
whether he wants to work under a percentage, a 
guarantee or a flat fee. Most wrestlers work on a 
percentage of the gross receipts for the evening. In 
fact, it’s the only professional spdrt I know where a 
man goes to work and has no idea of how much 
money he will make that night. 

Gorilla Fan Club? 

Dear Gorilla: 

Do you hate a fan club f If so could you gue me some 
information on how to join. How many masked wrestlers 
are there and who is the most famous i 

Tony Gargano 
. Philadelphia 

To the best of my knowledge 1 don’t have a fan 
club, per se. I have a great many fans but I never got 
into, or involved with, a specific fun club. 

There are approximately 25 men today working 
professionally who wear masks. The man with the 
greatest reputation making the most money, of 
course, is Mil Mascuras. 


Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 7/16/30 
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Patera will have to 
answer for his sins 


In this corner 

GORILLA MONSOON 


Let'* start thin week's column by rehash- 
ing the surprise ending of last Saturday's 
main event at the Spectrum. 

After 20 minutes of setion, officiated by yours truly, 
during which time either man could have won the 
b°ut. Bob Backlund seemed to have the upper hand on 
Ken Peters. At one point, Patera wan thrown over the 
top rope and landed on Dick Graham, the PRISM 
broadcaster. Patera came off the arena floor with a 
microphone stand and rh I tried to prevent him from 
bringing it into the nng. he calmly whacked me over 
the head with it. 

1 waa almost knocked unconscious and when ! finally 
made it to my feet I called for the bell disqualifying 

mffft i i i » 1 1 . : . : ( 


Spec trum promoter Phil Zacko was waiting in my 
drown ng room with a contract for me to meet Patera 
on Aug. 23. 

Incidentally, Pedro Morales, who made a triumphant 
return as he pinned Samoan No. I. was taken to a local 
hospital with a severe gash in bis left leg received 
when he fell against a monitor at ringside. 

loot's go to the mailbag: 

Dear Gorilla : 

How often does Bob Backlund defend his tide ? Does 
he recent an annual salary I Where does he wrestle 
besides the Spectrum f 

Michael Gaiter 
Philadelphia 

Backlund muat defend his title once every 30 

lie’s so 


busy, however, he defends the title three times 
every month. Ilia salary ia determined by gross 
receipts at the arena. He works on a percentage.' 
Backlund has defended hia title throughout the 
U.S.. Japan, Australia. Canada and South Ameri- 
ca. 

Dear Gorilla: 

I 'm hat ing a bit of a problem I have been calling 
around the various YMCAs to find out if they would 
have knowledge of any kind of women 'g wrestling. / 
like the sport very much. Could you help me? 

Linda McCrary 
Philadelphia 

Please drop a note to Wrestling Associates, P.O. 

Box 877 Wlllingboro, N.J. 08U6. . 



In this comer 

GORILLA MONSOON 


Cfuif 


There will be a co-feature at the Aug. 23 Spectrum 
.'ard that is of special interest to me because I’m a 
part of it. That Saturday in August will be my oppor- 
:unitv to get my pound of flesh from Ken Patera, the 
Olympic strongman with the dirty tactics. 

I have made :t publicly known 
hat if Patera can pm m?' or 
nake me submit with his swing- 
ing neckoreaker it will terminate 
ny carer r as a profeswotvd w ren- 
der. Don’t look for iny wrestling 
aolds in *his jwitirulw bo»rt 
:ause it’s going to he a brawl If! 
lad my wi ; there wouldn't even 
m» a refer** in this match. Just 
et us have at it and the man 
»ho can leave '.lie ring under his 
»wn power world be declared 
he winner. 

The other naif of the co-fea- 
:ure will be a return Texas 
Death match between Ivin 
Putski and Larry Zbysko 

As 1 promised iact week, nere's Who am I? 


the complete card headed for 
the Spectrum Aug. 23: 

Jose Estrada will face Rick 
McGraw; Baron Sciculna meets 
Johnny Rodz; Tor Kamata vs. 
Rene Goulet; incredible Hulk 
Hogan will face former Intercon- 
tinental champion Pat Patter- 
son; outrageous Capt. Lou Al- 
bano will put on the wrestling 
tights as he joins Samoan No. 1 
against Pedro Morales and An- 
dre the Giant. 

Now to a special contest. 
Here’s a photo of a world class 
wrestler who has appeared in 
the World Wrestling Federation. 
The first 10 letters with the ear- 
liest postmarks and the correct 
identity will each receive a pair 
of tickets for the Aug. 23 card at 
the Spectrum. Deadline is Aug. 
15. This contest is being made 
possible through the efforts of 
Spectrum promoter Phil Zacko. 
Please be sure to have legible re- 
turn addresses .so we can send 
you your tickets. 

Let's flee to the mailbag. 

Where’s the Wizard? 

Dear Gorilla: 

The Grand Wizard is the man- 
ager of Ken Patera. Does he 
manage the wrestling careers of 
other pro wrestlers? Why 
doesn’t he make an appearance 
at the Spectrum ’ 

Bob Hayes 
Philadelphia 

Hie Grand Wizard manages a 
great many professional wres- 
tlers. 1 believe at the present 
time he has a stabie of eight. 
The two men who are currently 
wresting in the WWF are, of 
course. Ken Patera and Sgt. 
Slaughter. The Grand Wizard is 
[a very intelligent, very meek, 
very cowardly individual and 


knows that a personal appear- 
ance at a live arena program 
would put him in danger of bodi- 
ly harm, so he makes himself 
scarce, although on many occa- 
sions I have seen him in the 
press box filming and watching 
matches of future opponents 

About those rules ... 

Dear Gorilla: 

I have a couple of questions fori 
you to answer. The first one is, I 
watching referee Dick Woerhle 1 ! 
have noticed two sets of rule* 
being used. At one time when 
two men are wrestling outside 
the ring, and the one returns, he 
directs him to a neutral comer 
and starts the count over again. 
However, recently on television 
matches he has counted one 
time and when a wnstler re- 
turns to the ring, continues thej 
count ard never restarts for the 
other one. What is the official 
rule regarding that? Secondly, 
the wrestling programs that we 
see on television every week, 
where do they take place? 

Gerald Winsteiger 
Dougkassville 

The wrestling rules are quite 
specific ;s fai as counting a 
wrestler out of the ring. There’s 
a 10-count on the apron and a 
20-count on the arena floor. If 
one man is outside the ring and 
another man should leave the 
ring and go after him then a new 
count would begin on both wres- 
tlers. When one wrestler of the 
pair returns to the ring an addi- 
tional new count would begin on 
the wrestler remaining outside. 

The television tapings take 
place in Allentown in Agricul- 
tural Hall on the Fairgrounds 
and also in the Hamburg Field- 
house .i Hamburg. 


it 08di ‘9 r < 'Xop**«p. M/1VNlinor viHdiaaviiwd 



In this comer 

GORILLA MONSOON 

Risk NicGr&w 
wins re sped 

Our current contest is a real success and the response 
has been incredible. Maybe I can persuade promoter Phil 
Zacko to have another one in the near future. Unfortunate- 
ly. there can only be 10 winners. If it were up to me, you’d 
all be winners. 

The folio* mg people guessed the portly wrestler pictured in last 
week'* Journal as being roe. You're right and I'm going to give 
each of /<xi a pair of tickets U> our next Spectrum match: 

Ray Malone. Philadeiohia. John Potts. Philadelphia. Dsve 
Dads worth. Malv-rrr. Michael Azcodei, Philadelphia: H. My- 
erson. .-h.iadelphja: ’*-v Broclnngton. Philadelphia: Frank Ca- 
valier. Ptiiiadelph:**: Mike Human. Pennsauken. N.J 4 Charles 
DoLuzto Nomsujva Janeiie Scberbik. Tremor.. NJ. 

• • • 

Todsv's Personality Profile « on Rick McGraw. Upon graduat- 
ing h*gh (dtool m Charlotte. N C, Kick was awarded a scholar- 
ship to Lion College <N.Ci. It was there that McGrow excelled in 
foocbcll and coramied a tremendous record in wrestling — 60 
wins, two losses snd one tie. 

In Rick waa the North Carolina state champion in the 
1 86- pound weurht class. Because of his hi islanding amateur 
backgioimd. be was a target for professional promoters and even- 
tually go*. .tart to Tampa. Fla in 1975 under the w,»r::nfuJ eye 
of former national champion Jack Bnsco. 

R «ck made the transition from amateur to pro without much 



difficulty. With five year* experience under his belt. Rick felt he 
was ready to try the Worldwide Wrestling Federation where he 
knew ail the top names in wrestling could be found and in just a 
few months. Rick has earned the respect of Bast Coast fans. 

Rick uses a diversified program of body building and weight 
training. Unfortunately, this doesn't leave him much time to do 
what he loves most — coaching amateur wrestling. Rick ’a current 
goal is to find a partner who can compliment his style of wrestli* 
and take a shot at the World Tag Team championship. 

From where I sit, Rick certainly has the tools and determina- 
tion to achieve his goal 

Now to the mailbag. 

Wrcstdig managers 

Dear Gorilla: 

Can you name a few managers of pro wrestlers who were 
once successful wrestlers themselves? 

Gina Mullen 

- Philadelphia 

Fabulous Fred Blassie, the Fashion Plate of wrestling. Mad a 
very successful career as a pro wrestler spanning two decades . 
He was the US. Heavyweight champion, California state cham- 
pion and Brass Knuckles champion. Also, CapL Lou Albano 
spent 22 years as a pro before turning manager. He had the 
distinction of being co-holder of the world tag team champion- 
ship which he and Tony Altomare won in Comisky Park, Chica- 
go m 1961. Finally there is the legendary Wild Red Berry, 
lightheavy champ of the world for 11 years and one of the great- 
est all- time managers in the history of wrestling. 

Still friends? 

Dear Gorilla: 

Does Andre the Giant hold any championship belts? Is 
Tony Garea still l-arry Zybysko’s beat friends after Larry's 
tactics? 

Joe Davish 
Philadelphia 

First of ail. to the best of my knowledge, the only title held by 
Andre the Giant is European Heavyweight Champion. And if he 
doesn't get back to Europe in next 20 days to defend it. he'U hau* 
to forfeit it. Tony Garea and Larry Zybysko, as of 10 days ago. 
are no longer on speaking terms. Garea came back to this area 
to question Zybysko about his tactics and ivas attacked by Larry. 
Tony has va u#t1 to get even. Although they were at one tune the 
tag team champions, there will undoubtedly be a bitter feud be- ' 
tween these two individuals. 


IZ Off a I 'fl llnenv 'tewiuMu /iwMMrtrtf wiuoimniui 




GORILLA MONSOON 


My entire 21 year* of BSgOTT '££9gUf£R 

will be on the line Satur- 

day at the Spectrum when Tl?* I^j 

I meet Olympic strongman y Jf > itc* 

Ken Patera. As Tve said f M / 

previously, if Patera man- jBHjfil Ct 

ages to get a pin or sub- J|*%ra ja8Ml-A 
mission on me I'll quit. ^ 

But this is a double 

Should 1 defeat Pstera Ij L* ^ * 

and become the new Inter- 

could 1 withstand vhe jcurtuiohcto^ifSe^in 

grinding schedule of com- Monsoon checks 
mi {Dents as a upholder? Samoan * <)en, *' wort ‘- 

I’ve been knocked around m the squared circle for 21 years and 
I can honestly say I don't enjoy it any more. There comes a time 
when a man has to know his limitations and I think I'm mteUi 
gent enough to know mine 


Well, everything's academic until Saturday, and. while it is the 
moat important to me personally, my match is not the only im- 
portant one on the Spectrum bill. 

The return Texas Death Match between Ivan Putski and Larry 
Zbysko should once and for all show the fans whom the better 
man is because the referee's only role in this match will be to 
raise the hand of the winner. 

There are two other outstanding bouts on the card that could 
easily be main events. The Samoans will have their work cut out 
for them as they meet Pedro Morales and Andre the Giant, and. 
Hulk Hogan, although he has a much smaller oppponent in Pat 
Patterson, will certainly find the Spectrum a rough place to be 
this coming Saturday night. 

. Now to the mailbag. 

Dear Gorilla: 

It seems obvious that no one can beat Andre the Giant (sire 
being a main reason). Why doesn't Andre fight Bob Backlund for 
the title? Who do you think can give Andre the Giant a good fight 
and possibly beat hun in the ring? 

William Burns 
Philadelphia 

First of all, Andre the Giant does not fulfill the correct 
amount of bookings in the proper locations which would 
deem him No. 1 challenger in the eyca of the WWF. That is 
why he is not given a title shot. I feci that there are a num- 
ber of individuals in pro wrestling today who certainly 
‘could give Andre a rough time in the ring, those individu- 
als being Ken Patera, Hulk Hogan, Bob Backlund and Ser- 
geant Slaughter. 

Dear Gorilla: 

Is it true that the midget mat star Butch Cassidy was killed in a 
gun accident? Also is it true that Bruno Ssmmartino's son. Da- 
vid, is wrestling in Texas and will be coming to the WWF? 

Tory Gargar.o 
Philadelphia 

Question No. 1: To the beat of my knowledge there has 
not bceu a midget 'wrestler involved in a gun accident. I’m 
sure I would have heard it along the line somewhere. And 
No. 2, David Sammartino, I’m sure, would love to follow in 
his father’s footsteps and become a great professional 
wrestler but I cannot honestly confirm or deny that he has 
wrestled in the Texas area. I do know he has been in se- 
rious training for a couple years. 
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While this reporter was in 
Pittsburgh last week, I had 
the opportunity to have 
lunch with the living leg- 
end, Bruno Sammartino, 
and got this exclusive inter- 
view. 

Gorilla: What was your phys- 
ical condition for your last 
Spectrum match? 

Bruno: When I entered the 
ring at the Spectrum (Nov. 8), 
it was my fust appearance in 
two and a half months. That's 
a long time to be out of the 
squared circle. 1 was all right, 
because I still run five miles 
three times a week. The thing 1 
was most concerned about was 
timing, because Ken Patera is 
not only strong, but as quick 
and as sgile as a cat. • 

Gorilla: I watched your 
match from beginning to 
end and It wasn't apparent 
to me that you had lost any 
of your ring ability. Howev- 
er, knowing how powerful 
Patera is, what made you 
■tart the match by testing 
hie strength? 

Bruno: Over the years, upper 
body strength has always been 
one of my strong points. I 
thought if 1 could demoralize 
Patera in that respect, it would 
make other things easier. Ken 
appeared to have some kind of 
shoulder problem early in the 
match, but I found out later he 
was really hiding a knee injury. 

Gorilla: At what point 
during the match did you 
feel you had control and 
were on your way to victo- 
ry?. • 

Bruno: When Patera started 
resorting to the punches and 
kicks, 1 knew he was getting 
desperate. The real telltale 
move was when he left the ring 
of his own accord. 

Gorilla: Being a ring vet- 
eran and knowing the haz- 
ards of going outside the 
squared circle, what made 
you chase Patera? 

Bruno: 1 know whst kind of 
snake Patera is. And he knew 
his title was in jeopardy. So a 
count outside of the ring would 
cost him the match. Little did I 
know he would resort to using 
a steel ringside chair on me. 
My neck and shoulder still 
hurt. 

Gorilla: Knowing what he 
had done, and how enraged 
you are over his actions. 
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background and great condi- 
tioning makes him an out- 
standing referee. 
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what do you think made 
him sign a contract agree- 
ing to a return match? 

Bruno: Ken Patera has many 
faults, but he is not stupid. We 


KEN PATERA 
...rorpptch .w.Hh Brunq .. , . 

are all in this profession to 
make money, and Ken knows 
he can make ^money wrestling 
me (Dec. 13 at the Spectrum). 
I’m glad he feela that way be- 
cause I hatfe a score to settle 
wath him. What better place to 
do this than my second home, 
Philadelphia. During my many 
years in the ring, Philly fans by 
far have been my favorites. 

Now to the mail bag. 

Dear Gorilla ; 

Do wrestling referees receive 
any kind of specialized train- 
ing! Do they work on a part- 
time basis? How long has Dick 
Woehrle been a referee ? 

' - George Wells 

Dear George: 

All refereea are appointed by 
state athletic commissions. 

. Unfortunately, in many cases, 
they leave a lot to be desired. 
Too many of them don’t know 
a wrist lock from a wrist watch. 
I don't know of any required 
schooling for them other than 
to know the state rules. Re- 
fereeing is usually a secondary 
fonn of income. I don’t know of 
any referees who do it full- 
time. 

Dick Woehrle is in my opin- 
ion one of the most effective 
referees in the entire country. 
Dick has been a referee since 
the late 50s and all that experi- 
ence along with his athletic 




There was ■ lime when Ken 
Patera wan held in high esteem 
by Yours Tmiy. u« ho was ono of 
the greatest amateur athletca 
ever produced by thin country. 

National hero 

He was a national hero and 
could easily have carried this 
image over into profeaaional 
wrestling and given today’s 
youth a true, bona fide hero to 
look up to. Unfortunately, Pa- 


ll in with tt great deal of deliberation and conscience 
searching that I have made the following decision. 

I have made my final appearance as a professional 
wrestler in the Spectrum, and when I have completed 
another three already contracted bouts I will hang up 
the wrestling tights forever, ending a 21-ycar cureer. 

I mad«* the statement that if 
Patera beat me I would retire. 

However. I don’t feel that Pa- 
tera won a clean-cut victory over 
me last Saturday because he 
used some kind of foreign object, 
probably brass knuckles, to ob- 
tain this victory. 

Patera getting the victory over 
me in this manner waa not. nee* 
eaaanly what makea me hang it 
up. Rather, what happened dur- 
ing the match ia what made my 
mind up for n»e. 

From the opening bell, and for 
the next 10 minutes, I used ev- 
erything in my arsenal trying to 
dethrone Patera. Although hurt 
and stunned, Patera aomehow 
managed to weather the atorm. 

There isn't unything else I know 
of that I might have tried. So I 
figure I don't have in my attack 
anymore what it tskea to beat a 
man of the ability of a Ken Pa- 
tera. • 

On Sunday morning following 
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able to make more of the |»er- 
annal ap|**arance» I’ve had to 
turn down in the past. 

Only lime will tell how much I 
will miss the action and excite- 
ment of the squared circle. I 
take with me home lovely memo- 
ries and hprnble nightmares. 

Hut I hope I have, over the 
past 21 years, brought some joy 


tors met the Grand Wizard who 
|H>inoned his already sick mind 
and made him the hated, de- 
spised and underhanded snake 
that he is today. 

What’a left in tlie future for 
Gorilla Monsoon? 

I don’t ever think I'll leave the 
realm of pro wrestling. I have 
been doing public relations work 
for Capitol Wrestling for some 
time and will continue to do eo. 

Writing, Managing 

I will always look forward to 
writing my column In Philly'a 
best aporta paper, the Journal. 

1 have, at the present time, 
several wrestlers I'm managing 
and have offered every week to 
take on new talent. So I'm sure 
I’ll have plenty to do. I will also 
be happy to have more time to 
spend with my family and be 


and entertainment to wrestling 
fans. I leave the ring with no re- 
grets. 


On Saturday, Sept. 6, Youni 
Truly will be assisting the Amer- 
ican Red Cross in its annual 
Savo-A-Life Saturday. I will be 
on hand at 10:30 a.m. at the Cen- 
ter City Holiday Inn (18th L 
Market) giving away auto- 
graphed pictures and answering 
any questions from my fans. So 
come on down. 


Jour no! photo b* Mf*e Levin 
Gorilla Monsoon haa the upper hand here but Ken Patera 
ended up the winner In thle Saturday night match at the Spec- 
trum. The k>M convinced Monaoon to retire from profeaaional 
wrestling after a dlatlngulahed 21 -year career. 
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But it's easy to see why his promoter 
did. Inside the ring. Gorilla Monsoon 
does more than just look mean. 


I 

Is it fat, or muscle?‘Tmsure I’m carry- 
ing 40 or 50 pounds of extra weight 
But most of my tissue is muscle. I have 
picked up, off the floor, in excess of 

1,500 pounds in dead weight When the 
adrenaline is pumping, there’s no telling 
how powerful I am. I have to be very 
careful. I’m sure I could literally snuff 
the life out of an individual with my 
hands. It’s that easy.” 

Has a doctor ever suggested he diet? 
“No. My blood pressure is never over 
130 over 80. If you are in physical con- 
dition I believe you can carry a lot of 
extra body weight Besides, I’m not 
carrying that much extra,” he con- 
tends. “A few months ago I went to the 
hospital for a knee injury. They took 
X-rayB and an old doctor said in 40 
years he had never seen a man with my 
skeletal structure. He said my skeleton 
has to weigh between 150 and 190 
pounds, very heavy boned. He even 
asked me if Pd be willing to donate my 
body to science,” he laughs. “No, Pm 
not ready for that yet • 

“My mother did not name me Goril- 
la. That name was given to me by a 
promoter. Up to a few years ago, when 
somebody asked my name, far as I was 
concerned I was Gorilla Monsoon. At 
that time I was reluctant to be known 

as anything else, business-wise. Oh, 

yes, my wife was called Mrs. Gorilla, 
Mrs. Monsoon, oh, yes.” For 20 years 
he’s been married to a woman who 
weighs 130 pounds. They met at a 
birthday party, during a seven-year 
stretch when he was a mute Manchu- 
rian. 


“At that time I was Gorilla Monsoon, 
Manchurian Giant,” he recalls. “My 
manager did my talking for me. I never 
said anything, I just stood there. So 
fans more or less took it for granted, 
here’s a guy from Manchuria who 
doesn’t speak any English, maybe 
doesn’t speak, period. I think it was 
even mentioned I was a deaf mute. 
Well, guys at this party were making 
fun of me in a kidding way, derogatory 
remarks out loud, here’s a big guy 
doesn’t know anything, big dummy 
can’t hear, can’t speak, the usual rib- 
bing remarks. And Maureen got very 
upset One thing led to another, she 
became Mrs. Gorilla.” . 

And now we drop the mask. His real 
name is Robert Morelia, but you can 
call him Gina He’s proud of being a 
professional athlete. He defends the 
decency of his sport He’s graceful, 
coordinated, agile. He can jog 10 miles 
without huffing. He’s a college gradu- 
ate, a licensed physical therapist an 
ex-teacher (English, science, biology) 
who loves kids. He has three of his own 
and lives in Willingboro. He wears a 
huge gold crucifix and uses words like 


resound, transpire, preclude, adage. He 
just looks mean. 

In 5,000 bouts over 21 years, he’s 
been a good guy, and he’s been a bad 

K y. “When I started, I figured it would 
to my advantage to take as many 
shortcuts to the top where the big 
money is,” he says. And when he was 
bad, it was horrid “I was knifed, 
beaned, blackjacked, bottle-whipped, 
spat on, had cigars and cigarettes put out 
on my body, many riots, chairs busted 
over my head, concussions, contusions. 
Fans cursed my wife and threatened 
my kids, demolished my cars in park- 
ing lots. Rough.” . 

The most dangerous part of a wres- 
tler’s life is going to and from the ring. 
“You get the ‘well-wishers’ who stick 
ballpoint pens in your eye, the little old 
funny ladies poking you with hat pins, 
making you get tetanus shots three or 
four times a month. You can’t touch 
anybody out there because you’ll end 
up in court But if a guy gets so out- 
raged that he leaves his seat and comes 
into the ring trying to get a piece of me, 
then he’s /mne,” his eyes glaze. 




I have received many 
letters asking me to do 
personality profiles on the 
managers of pro wres- 
tlers. We did one several 
months ago on Capt. Lou 
Alhano, and now here's 
the lowdown on The 
Grand Wizard. 

The Grand Wizard is con- 
sidered to be the senior man- 
ager of pro wrestling, having 
been doing his thing for the 
past 27 years. It's surprising 
to this writer that The Wiz 
has managed to survive that 
long because he is a short, 
skinny antagonist who will 
do whatever is neiessury to 
insure victory for the men in 
his stable. 1 also know that 
he does carry some visible 
scars ar.d a severe back con- 
dition which he received at 
the hands of men who could 
no longer restrain them- 
selves. 

The Wizard is a master at dis- 
tracting a referee from his du- 
ties. His verbal a*.«ault» on his 
adversar.es is unequaled and 
many of his victories are ob- 
tained because guys lose their 
cool. The Grand Wizard’s great- 
est claim to fame has been the 
world title that his man, Super- 
star Billy Graham, literally stole 
from Bmno Sanunartino in the 
Baltimore Civic Center. 

The Wizard’s large stable af- 
fords him a better than average 
life. He owns summer and win- 
ter homes, buys a new Cadillac 
every ye«r. and in general lives a 
first class life. The only depart- 
ment he's short in would be 
friends. Even many of his own 
men despise him. but they stay 
with him because they know he 
has the potential to make cham- 
pions. He currently manages the 
Intercontinental champion Ken 
Patera, but that title may be 
short lived because Patera will 
meet Ardre the Giant at the 
Spectrum Oct. 11. 

Professional wrestling has 
been good to The Grand Wizard. 
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Ken Patera, being mauled by 
Bob Backlund. should have 
been suspended for hitting Go- 
rilla with a microohone. So 
saye Gorilla Monsoon, the ref- 
eree that night. 


I wish I could say The Grand 
Wizard has been good to profes- 
sional wrestling. 

• e e 
Now to the mailbag. 

Dear Gorilla: 

You have been in wrestling 
over 20 years. What kind of 
money did wrestlers make 20 
years ago? 

Bill McConne! 

Philadelphia 
When I first started as a 
professional wrestler I was 
approached by Toronto 
Maple Leaf Gardens pro- 
moter Frank Tunney and 
guaranteed a starting wage 
of S500 a week. At that time I 
was teaching school and that 
certainly far surpassed the 
teachers' salaries of 1959. so 
it really wasn't any great de- 


cision for me to make. But I 
did promise myself that If 1 
were not earning *40.000 a 
year by my third year ns a 
pro that I was In the wrong 
business. 

Obviously 1 have made that 
kind of money and more over 
the years. Professional wres- 
tling has been extremely 
good to me. 

Dear Gorilla: 

Shouldn't Ken Patera be fm.-l 
and suspended for hitting you 
over the head with the mirco- 
phone stand at the Spectrum? I 
think he should be. 

How come on TV Vince 
McMahon keeps on .-aving HuJk 
Hogan ia undefeated when he 
lost to Bob Backlund and Andre 
the Giant? 

Kevin Jackson 
Newark. Del. 

Ken Patera did receive a 
fine from the Pennsylvania 
State Athletic Commission 
and obviously should have 
been suspended pending a 
hearing. Unfortunately that 
w at not done. It seems to me 
that the more you let fellows 
like Ken Patera get away 
with these type of tactics the 
more they will continue to 
use them and the only real 
way to hurt these men is to 
hit them in the pocket book 
because that's why they're in 
professional wrestling, to 
make money. 

I'm sure that you are 
misquoting Vince McMahon 
Jr. Every time 1'ver heard 
him refer to Hulk Hogan as 
an undefeated wrestler it has 
applied to television wtos- 
tiicg. There are very few un- 
defeated wrestlers in the 
world today. In fact, i don’t 
know of any. 
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A — David is definitely 
not wrestling on ■ regular 
basis. Nol at (his lime. 

Don’t retire 

Dear Gorilla. 

I’ve been a fan of yours since 
I was eight years old. and have 
seen you win a good many 
matches. Why quit? Patera’s 
nothing but a bum. Don’t re- 
tire because of him. 

I also wanted to ask how to 
break into this sport. 

Thank you 
J. Willis 
Shamokin, Pa. 

A — Ken Patera was not 
the determining factor in 
my retirement. I felt that I 
have paid my duea over 21 
years as a participant and , 


because of some of the se- 
rious nature of my injuries I 
did not want to, in this 
point of time in my life, get 
any more serious injuries 


that might mame me in the 
future. 

As for your second point. 


there is literally no way for 
an inexperienced wrestler 
to gain entry into the World 
Wrestling Federation as 
they only accept experi- 
enced fellows and you can- 


fi 8taS*t this 

week’s column by thank- 
ing Tom Moran of WIP 
and Barbara Kalik, as- 
semblywoman of New 
Jersey, for their kind 
words and generous gifts 
on my retirement Satur- 
day night at the Spec- 
trum. I will cherish them 
alwuys. 

Promoter Phil Zacko informs 
me that the next card at the 
Spectrum on Sat., Nov. 8. will 
feature a special return match 
between Bob Backhaul and 
I .any Zbysko with special 
guest referee Tony Garea Also 
a real treat on the card will be 
the return of the living legend. 
Bruno Sammartino. as he 
takes on Olympic strongman 
Ken Patera. 

We’ll have the complete card 
for you next week and also 
next week’s column will feature 
a new "Name The' Wrestler" 
contest with a fantastic prize to 
the winner, but you’ll just have 
to sit tight until next week for 
all the details. 

Where’s David? 

Dear Gorilla- 

In response to a recent ques- 
tion in your column — David 
Sammartino did wrestle in a 
tag team match with his fa- 
ther, Bruno, in Amarillo. Tex., 
Feb. 21 of this year. 1 do not 
know, however, if he is wres- 
tling on a regular basis. 

Also in response to another 
recent question inquiring 
whether there are any wren 
tling schools in \he Northeast 
United State — former wres- 
tler Killer Kowalski has a co- 
ed pro wrestling school in 
Heading, Musa. 

Bruno’s No. I Fan, 
Bob I^ngnas 
Philadelphia 
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Mil# returning 

pegfrem ranis 




. Journal photo bv MM# Levin 

A fan beg a Gorilla Monsoon, here demolishing Samoan No. 
1, to forget about his retirement end return to the squared 
circle. 


>■ * 
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Since we've just completed a tag team elimination 
tournament to crown new champions for the belts 


forfeited by Backlund and 
review tag team wrestling. 

Backlund and Morales, ua 
you know, won the title from 
the Samoans in Shea Stadium, 
Aug. 9. It would have been im- 
possible for Backlund, as the 
world champion, to fulfill the 
commitments necessary to be 
tag team champ, and, Morales 
was delighted to get rid of the 
title because he's shooting for 
the world title. Both men, 
therefore, agreed to surrender 
the belts immediately after 
winning them. 

Thus, the belts were up for 
grabs and an elimination tour- 
nament was held. 

Marvin Sigel, a wrestling pro- 
moter from Houston, was the 
first man to ever put four wres- 
tlers in the ring at the same 
time in 1937. However, this 
method caused numerous inju- 
ries and mass confusion until 
1939 when rules came into ef- 
fect allowing only one member 
of a team to be in the ring 
while his partner stood on the 
apron holding a tag rope and 
was allowed to enter the ring 
only after being tagged by 
hand by his partner. 

During the early '40* and *50a 
many tag teams consisted of 
brothers such as Babe an- 4 * 
Chris Zaharies, the Dusek 
Brothers, and the Bockwin- 
klea, Nick and Warren. Many 
top tag partners, however, 
were not brothers. Killer Ko- 
walski and Hans Herman, Pat 
O’Connor and Vem Gagne, 
Buddy Rogers and the Great 
Scott, Mr. Moto and the Great 
Togo were iuat some of the 
great team :k in the early 


Morales let’s take time to 

days of tag team wrestling. 

The World Wrestling Federa- 
tion has had some outstanding 
tag team champions such as 
Professor Tanaka and Mr. 
FUgi, who held the title off and 
on from 1973 to 1977 and yours 
truly, who was a co-holder of 
the world's tag team title with 
a number of different partners, 
most famous of all. Killer Ko- 
walski. Probably the moat ex- 
citing tag team combination 
over the past 30 years was the 
Fabulous Kangaroos. The In- 
famous Grahams left their 
mark on tag team history, and 
four brothers combined to do 
this, Eddie, Dr. Jerry, Crazy 
Luke and the youngest. Super- 
star Billy. 

One of the most unique tag 
team matches in history took 
place in Madison Square Gar- 
den Jan. 23, 1978. It was a spe- 
cial eight-man elimination tag. 
The idea came from the Gar- 
den promoter Vince McMahon 
Sr. 

The match consisted of two 
teams, each with four mem- 
bers, and as a man waa beaten 
he had to leave the ring. Team 
No. 1 consisted of Bob Back- 
lund. Tony Garea. Larry Zbys- 
ko and High Chief Peter 
Maivia. Team No. 2 consisted 
of Professor Tanaka, Mr. Fugi. 
Stan S t aaiak and Baron Sciclu- 
ns. This was one of Backlund's 
greatest nights in pro wres- 
tling, for after all of his part- 
ners hsd been eliminated and 
one member of the opposition, 
Backlund defeated all three re- 
maining opponents singlehand- 


J&rnei photo tty Mike Levin 

Bob Backlund. left, gets 
caught from behind by Hulk 
Hogan. 

edly. 

It would take a year of this 
column to complete the tag 
team story, so I hope I've whet 
your appetite and we’li touch 
oo this subject again. 


Now, to the letters. 

Dear Gorilla: 

I recently read an article in a 
local newspaper that you be- 
came a hero "overnight" by 
coming to the aid of Bruno 
Sammartino. Please tell us 
whst happened that night I 
also read that Billy Graham 
had surgery for the removal of 
tumors from his vertebra. 

David Kerstetter 
B gton, N J. 


Shortly after my manager, 
Wild Red Berry passed 
away, I wasn't quite sure 
which direction to pursue. I 
bad made many friends and 
many enemies along the 
road of professional wres- 
tling and one Saturday 
afternoon at Channel 48's 
studio wrestling I went to 
the aid of Bruno Sammarti- 
no who was about to be 
clobbered from the blind 
side by Dr. Jerry Graham 
using a 4-by-4 that he bad 
found in the studio. 

Fortunately for me this 
was all being covered by 
video tape so millions of 
wrestling fans got to see it 
at one time and in their eyes 
on that particular Saturday 
afternoon I wus the greatest 
thing since sliced bread. I 
earned the respect of Bruno 
Sammartino and many 
other gentlemen in our field 
who I thought would never 
be my friend. To this date 
I’ve always tried to do what 
I thought was right in the 
world of professional wres- 
tling. 

It is true that approxi- 
mately eight or 10 months 
ago Superstar Billy Graham 
underwent surgery to re- 
move cancerous growths 


from his back, but the re- 
ports I gel tell me he is get- 
ting along just fine and Is 
wrestling in the Texas and 
Oklahoma areas. We arc 
looking forward to Super- 
star returning to the WWF 
area in the near future. 

PHILADELPHIA JOURNAL/ 

W *6n*%doy, Saplsmbar 17. 1980 


Below: Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 10/9/80 


Gorillm’s ‘night’ 

fowbes Ms fesarf 


Tm certainly looking 
forward to this Saturday 
because the Spectrum is 
making this night a com- 
\ memoration of my retire- 
ment. 

’ • The first 10,000 fans 
will each receive an 
eight-by-10 photo of me, 
WEP radio personality 
« Tom Moran will be pre- 
senting me with a trophy 
and, in addition. Assem- 
blywoman Barbara Kalic 
from New Jersey will 
.make a presentation 
from the New Jersey As- 
sembly. 

' 1 ; want to thank the 
thousand of fans who 
have made my 21 years 
as a pro some of the best 
years of my life. I owe it 
all to the fans, for with- 
out them, pro sports 
could not exist. 

1 would, at this time, like to 
congratulate Dallas Green and 
the Phillies on their division 
- title and I want to go on record 
as stating 1 know that the Phil- 
lies can bring the world cham- 
pionship to Philadelphia. ' 

We haven't, in the past few 
weeks, talked too much abodt 
the bouts this Saturday at the 
Spectrum, so let's take a closer 
look. 

Larry Zbysko, the No. 1 chal- 
lenger for Bob Backlund's 
crown is extremely confident 
and states he has mastered the 
secret of how to get Backlund's 
belt. I'm sure Bob B&cklund 
, fcm a .EJW , deal^ {o say- 


In this corner 

GORILLA MONSOON 


- about that. - ' 

Olympic strongman Ken Pa- - 
tera could easily find his Inter- 
continental championship fly 
out the door of the Spectrum 
as he meets the one and only 
Andre the Giant I can guaran- 
- tee there won’t be anyone 
~ going for popcorn when that 
; match enters the ring. 

‘ The newsly-crowned tag 
team champions, the Samoans, 
will see individual competition 
. as No. 1 meets Pedro Morales 
and No. 2 meets Tony Garea.' 

, The undefeated Hangman will 
try to solve the moves of Rene 1 
Goulet and three other bouts 
will round out the card. 

Now to the mailbag: 

Dear Mr. Monsoon: 

I have juat arrived in 
Philadelphia. 1 am a 33- 
year-old married female. 

. Where I had lived before, I 
was slightly involved in - 
' women’s wrestling. 1 have 
been calling all over the city ' 
’ , to find out if 1 could contin- 
ue my involvement in some 
way. No dice. I have 
received no help, or infor- 
mation. ' 

I enjoy wrestling and 
would like to be involved in 
the learning process. 1 am a 
novice. Please, if you could • 
t , *YPRly. «W. .infonnaftojv ,1 


' would be most appreciative. 

Linda McCrorey 
Philadelphia 
You obviously have been 
seeking information through 
the wrong channels because 
wt are aluays willing an able 
to help someone such as you. If 
you would kindly drop me a 
note at Wrestling Associates , 
we’ll definitely try to help you. 
Dear Gorilla: 

Have any of the wrestlers 
who perform at the Spec- 
trum ever * participated ' in 
the Summer Olympics be- 
fore becoming . profession- 
als? William Gatter 

Philadelphia 
’ / don't believe that anyone 
currently in the World Wres- 
tling Federation has appeared 
in any Olympic games. Howev- 
er, there are many men with 
Olympic backgrounds in wres- 
■ tling who are currently wres- 
tling today. '• 

If you would care to drop me 
a line at our new mailing ad- 
: . dress I would be glad to list 
. for you the pro wrestlers off 
, day who were the great an. 
w teur and collegiate wrestlers of 
. yesterday. Every man who is 
involved in professional wres- 
tling has an amateur back- 
ground, but only a handful 
• have made it to the Olympics. 



Bruno Sammartino, center, 
hae hie hands raised in victo- 
ry after defeating Buddy Rog- 
ers for the WWF champion- 
ship at Madison Square Gar- 
den, May 17, 1963. , 


I want to begin by say- 
ing the response to our 
new contest has been 
great. However, I am 
somewhat amazed at the 
number of incorrect an- 
swers. 


In this comer 

GORILLA MONSOON 


- uatiifi iuu 

difficult s photo, as the mys- 
tery man was co-holder of the 
World Tag Team title with 
partner Rene Goulet in De- 
cember, 1971. However, we 
have a winner, Joseph 
DeRenzis of Camden who 
identified Karl Gotch. 

Joe, congratulations, and 
you'll be hearing from me soon. 

We have some interesting 
things to discuss about the 
Nov. 8 Spectrum card, not the 
least of which is that three ti- 
tles are at stake. It is my opin- 
ion that at least two titles will 
change hands thst night 

Ken Patera has made some 
derogatory personal remarks 
publicly about Bruno Sammar- 
tino. and when I spoke to Bru- 
no yesterday he said he will at- 
tempt to permanently elimi- 
nate Patera from pro wrestling. 
Brnno could very likely be 
crowned the New Intercon- 
tinental Champion that night. 

- In the tag team title match 
between the Samoans and 
Tony Garea and Rick Martel, 
my choice is Martel and Garea. 
There is dissension and ani- 
mosity between the Samoans 
and manager Lou Albano and I 


don't feel they will be entering 
the ring with the continuity 
necessary to hold off the likes 
of Garea and Martel. It doesn't 
look good for the Samoans. 

The return title defense be- 
tween Bob Backlund and Lar- 
ry Zybyzko with the guest ref- 
eree Tony Atlas makes for an- 
other possible title change aS 
anything can happen when a 
guest referee is involved. 

Now to the mailbag. 

Dear Gorilla, 

Bob Backlund won the 
WWF title from Billy 
Graham, who had defeated 
Bruno Sammartino for the 
belt. Who did Bruno defeat for 
the title and how long did 
Bruno hold the title? 

Robbie Bell 
Philadelphia 

Dear Robbie, 

The simple answer to 
your question is Stan Sta- 
siak but let’s trace the title 
back anyway. Bruno first 
won the WWF title from 
Buddy Rogers in the old 
Madison Square Garden 
May 17, 1963. Bruno held 
the title the next 7M years. 


until dropping it to the 
’’Russin Bear” Ivan KolofT 
on Jan. 18, 1971. KolofTa 
reign was short-lived as he 
was dethroned by Pedro 
Morales one month later. 
Morales held the |wlt for 
two years and one of his 
outstanding defenses of the 
title was against Bruno, 
which ended in a one-hour 
draw. 

Morales lost his belt right 
here in Philadelphia to Sun 
"The Man" Stasiak Dec. 1, 
1973. Staaiak's reign proved 
to be the. shortest in wres- 
tling history as it lasted 
only nine days. On Dec. 10, 
1973 Stasiak faced the liv- 
ing legend Sammartino in 
Madison Square Garden 
and lost his belt. 

Bruno reigned for another 
3^ years and in the Balti- 
more Civic Arena on April 
30, 1977 he was stripped of 
the title by Billy Graham. 
Of the 19,000 who witnessed 
Graham using the ring 
ropes for leverage to hold 
Bruno down, one man did 
not see it. Unfortunately for 
Bruno, it was the referee. 
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The fact remains that no 
one has ever accomplished 
what Bruno Sammartino 
has in the history of pro 
wrestling and I don’t be- 
lieve anyone ever will. His- 
tory will remember him as 
the greatest champion of 

ail. . 



In this comer 


GORILLA MONSOOH 


Stan Hanson, the man who broke Bruno Sammartino s neck 
will be returning to the WWF area shortly. 


Pb°© wrestfere vssSt 

m New J©rs© too 


I want to take this op- 
portunity to thank all the 
fans who came down to 
the Deptford Mall last 
Saturday for the wres- 
tling demonstration- I 
know 1 answered a lot of 
questions and I hope ev- 
eryone had a good time. 

I have received many letters 
from our Jersey fans wanting 
to know where pro bout* are 
held in the Garden State. 
There are numerous location*, 
so I'll name some of the up- 
coming one* 

Nov. 21, Belleville, NJ.. 
Belleville High School; Nov. 
24. Spotswood. NJ. Spota- 
wood High School; Dec. 4, 
Wrightstown. NJ. Fort Dix 
Sport* Arena; Dec. 5. Brick - 
town. NJ.. Lake Rivera Mid- 
dle School; Dec. 15. Atlantic 
City, Convention Hall 

Incidentally, any groups 
wishing to use pro wrestling a* 
a fundraiser can apply on the 
group's letterhead to Wrestling 
Associates, P.0. Box 877, Will- 
ingboro, N .J. 08046. 

Meanwhile,, don't forget 
we're only a few day’s away 
from the super card of wres- 
tling at the Spectrum this Sat- 
urday, marking the return of 
Bruno Sammartino. 

Now. I'm going to devote the 
remainder of this column to 
answenng the mail which is 
really piling up. Don't forget, 
all quesions used in the column 
receive a pair of tickets for the 
upcoming cards at the Spec- 
trum. 

Dear Gorilla: 

7 would like to know if An- 
tonio Inoki unit be returning 
to the XWVFsoon? - 

Robert Guijano 

Dear Bob; 

Antonio Inoki. being a world- 
class wrestler, tries to get as 
many world-wide bookings as 
he can. However, he only man- 
ages to get to the US. about 
once a year, and that s usually 
for a West Coast appearance. 
Maybe well see him m 1981. 
Dear Gorilla: 

How long will Bob Rockland 
be in the Orient ? I read in your 
column where you won’t be 
wrestling anymore. How about 
putting your knowledge to 


work an a referee? We need a 
good referee. Why does the 
WWF use different ring sues/ 
Brian Shaffer 

Dear Brian: 

Bob will be defending his 
title in Japan two times over a 
10-day span. These will be 
some of his toughest title de- 
fenses because of the short 
time between matches. I am 
not too thrilled at the idea of 
refereeing, I do so only as a 
special request of the State 
Athletic Commission. There 
are a number of ring sizes that 
are legal here in the WWF. 22- 
feet, 20-feet, 18-feet and 16- 
feet. The size Ls really not that 
important because as the great 
Joe Louis once said, "You can 
run. but you can't hide.” 

Dear Gorilla: 

Arnold Skaaland has been a 


pro wrestler for over 30 years. 
Has he held any major cham- 
pionship titles in the US./ 

Brian Bold 

Dear Brian; 

Arnold has been in pro wres- 
tling for over 35 years and has 
wrestled some of the all-time 
greats including Jim Lend as 
Arnold today ia known as the 
manager of champions. The 
Golden Boy had a very suc- 
cessful career. He held the title 
of Pacific Coast Heavyweight 
Champion. Southern States 
Heavyweight Champion and 
Canadian American Champi- 
on. He is the only wrestler who 
can boast of over 100 matches 
in Madison Square Garden 
without a defeat. 

Dear Gorilla: 

When a pro wrestler pre- 
pares himself [or a champion- 
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ship match . U'hat type of train- 
ing is involved? How do the 
techniques for wrestlers com- 
pare with those of pro boxers? 

Ann Murry 

Dear Ann; 

Pro wrestlers are in constant 
training. A wrestler, just as a 
boSer. trains according to who 
his opponent is. Sometimes 
speed will give you a decided 
advantage and sometimes 
strength will give you the edg' 
However, there can be no sut 
stitute for experience and 
knowledge. A truism in pro 
wrestling, is that a good little' 
man never ever beat a good big 
man. The bottom line is that 
boxers and wrestlers train 
much in the same manner. 
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In this corner 


Wild 


The hated 
Samoans were stripped 
of their WWF tag team 
championship belts Sat- 
urday night when the dy- 
namic newly- formed 
team of Tony Garea and 
Rick Martel outclassed 
them in the Spectrum’s 
squared circle. 

The Samoans' manager, Cap- 
tain Lou Albano, wasted no 
time in demanding a return 
match and promoter Phil 
Zacko contracted the return 
for the Spectrum Saturday, 
Dec. 13. which will be a special 
Christmas show starting at 
1:45 p.m. .-‘ r ' 

Also Saturday, a wounded 
and angry Bruno Sammartino 
demanded a return match with 
the ruthless Ken Patera after 
the Olympic strongman lost his 
l_. composure and resorted to us- 
o ing a ringside chair to batter 


iff ni— in i i» ^ 

RICK MARTEL - 
live on und on. 

P.J. Verrocchio 

Dear P.J.: 

Thank you for the kind 
words . As to your question, to 
the best of my knowledge there 
is no Pro Wrestling Hall of 
Fame. I am going to speak to 
the powers that be and see if 
we can ‘t get one started . 

• . • •• • 

I want to publicly thank 
Keith Krepfle, oustanding 
tight end for the Eagles, for 
taking fime from his busy 
schedule to meet some fans in 
a hospital. 


TONY GAREA 

Bruno. Zacko got Patera's sig- 
nature on the contract and 
that match, too, will appear 
Dec. 13. 

I'll have the complete Dec. 13 
card for you next week. Now to 
the mailbag: 

Dear Gorilla: 

. I would like to know if 
there is a wrestling Hall of 
Fame?*And if not, why not? 
I feel that you have done a 
great deal for the sport of 
pro wrestling, and though 
you may be retired, the 
name Gorilla Monsoon will 



GORILLA MONSOON 


Ernie Lendld 



The appearance of Ernie Ladd, ex- Kansas City Chief foot- 
ball star and now self-proclaimed king of pro wrestling, 
highlights a special Christmas wrestling card at the Spectrum 
Dec. 13 (1:30 p.m.). 'V " . ’ •' 

I-add will have his hands, full, as he tests former world 
champion Pedro Morales. 

In other matches that day. un- 
predictable Johnny Rodz meets 
newcomer Rick Stakme; Jose 
Estrada squares off against 
Steve King; Captain Lou Al- 
bano’s latest discovery, the out- 
rageous Moondogs, will make 
their Spectrum debut against 
Rick McCraw and Angel Marvil- 
la; undefeated Sargent Slaugh- 
ter will be tested by veteran 
Dominic DeNucci; Th« Wild 
Samoans have vowed to regain 
their championship as they meet 
Tony Garea and Rick Martel in 
a return match; Larry Zybyiko 
will try to grab a tiger by the tail 
when he meets Mr. U.S.A.. Tony 
Atlas, in a grudge match. 

And. in another battle between 
two competitors who won't be 
sharing the same Thanksgiving 
turkey, Olympian Ken Patera 
goea against Bruno Sammartino. 

* Tag team champs 

Now, to the mailbag: 

Dear Gorilla. 

Being a devoted Journal read- 
er, I’d like to compliment you on 
the fine wrestling information 
provided each Wednesday. I'd. 
like you to list the World Wres- 
tling Federation tag team title 
holders. 

• . ' . Thank-you 

Steve Vidas 

Dear Steve 

The list you have requested 
is as follows: 

1971: Tarzan Tyler & Luke 
Graham; Karl Gotch & Rene 
Goulet. 

1972: Curtis laukea & 

Baron Scicluna; Sonny King 
& Chief .Jay Strongbow; Taro 
Tanaka & Mr. Fugi- 

1973: Haystack Calhoun & 

Tony Garea; Taro Tanaka & 

Mr. Fugi; Tony Garea & Dean 
Ho. ”. . 


TONY ATLAS 


1974: Jim Valiant & John 
Valiant. 

1975: Dominic DeNucci & 
Victor Rivera; Dominic 
DeNucci & Pat Barrett; 
Blackjack Mulligan & Jack 
Lanza; Louie Cerdan & Tony 
Parisi. 

1976: The Masked Execu- 
tioners. 

1977: Prof. Tanaka & Mr. 
Fugi. 

1978: Dino Bravo & Domin- 
ic DeNucci; The Yukon Lum- 
berjacks; Tony Garea & Lar- 
ry Zybysko. 

1979: Jim Valiant & John 
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Valiant; Ivan Putski & Tito 
Santana. 

1980: The Wild Samoans; 
Tony Garea & Rick Martel 
(current champions). 

Women’s titles 

Dear Gorilla, 

Is there any individual cham- 
pionship title for woman wres- 
tlers. or do they only participate 
in tag team competition? 

Nancy Bald 

Dear Nancy 

In the realm of women's 
wrestling there are two ma- 
jor titles at stake at this time 


and they’re the women's 
world title, which has been 
held by the Fabulous Moolah 
for the past 20 years, and the 
women’s world lag team 
championship, which is cur- 
rently held by Joyce Grable 
and Vicky Williams. Women 
wrestlers seem to be an en 
dangered species since fe> 
have come on the scene in the 
past 10 years. The few still in 
competition are in great de- 
mand and have a vigorous 
schedule. I would like to 
predict that 1981 will see a 
new women's world champi- 
on crowed. 




Captain Lou Albano predicts his new tag team, the Japanese 
Connection of Mr. Fugi and Mr. Saieto, will win the world cham- 
pionship Oct. 17 at the Spectrum. *. 

Although the current champions, Tony Garea and Rick Martel, 
will have something to say about that, Albano knows of what he 
speaks. Albano has managed 11 world tag team champions, a feat 
never before accomplished in pro wrestling. 

Here’s what Captain Lou had to say in a recent exclusive inter- 
view. 

Q: Because of your wild actions on television, many fans feel 
you’re not playing with a full deck. Would you like to respond to 
that? 

A: l*m not interested in what the fans feel because Tm a 
genius in the realm of pro wrestling managers, so who 
cares? When I go to the bank they don't ask me wbat ray 
personality rating is. 

Q: Of all the world tag team champions you have managed, who 


were the best combinations? - -V 

A: That’s a very difficult question because all my teams 
were great. However, history will prove the Japanese Con- 
nection to be the greatest team I will ever manage. 

Q: You have said many times publicly the team of Garea and 
Martel stole the title from your Moondogs. As someone who 
viewed the match I can’t honestly see any truth to ygur statement. 

A: They don’t tag properly. They constantly distracted the 
referee, who obviously was on their side. As far as your 
seeing the bout Monsoon, everyone knows you’re as blind as 
a bat. The films are on file if anyone cares to see them. 

As usual. Captain Lou proved to be a fountain of misinformation. 
However, 1 do feel Fugi and Saieto will be a team to watch. 

Now to the mailbag. , 

Dear Gorilla, .) . 


Who does Bob Backlund think is most likely to take his title? Is 
there any way a team of Hulk Hogan and Andre the Giant will be 
formed? _ 

Kevin Jackson, 
Newark. Dei 

Dear Kevin, ‘ 

When I proposed your question to Bob his reply was. "At the 
present time there's no doubt in my mind that Morocco poses the 
great threat to my title. However. I have nightmares about a man. 
known well to the Delaware Valley fans, in which he leaves the 
ring with my belt around his waist, and that man is Ken Patera." 

It s unlikely Andre the Giant would ever consent to having Hoik 
Hogan as his partner, mainly because he wouldn't be able to turn 
h»s back on his partner, let alone his opponent. • < . • 


Captain Lou Albano, center, manager of 1 1 World Champion 
tag teams says the Japanese Connection of Mr. Fugi, left, and 
Mr. Saieto. will become the 12th. 
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BACKlUm’S Tim 
ON UNI SATURDAY 

Let’s take one more look at the giant carf of, wrestling 
scheduled for Saturday at the Spectrum. Bob Backlund will 
defend his WWF heavyweight title against the Magnificent 
Murocco; Andre the Giant will go after Killer Kahn; George 
**The Animal" Steele will try to stop the sensational Mr. 
USA Tony Atlas; former -world champ Pedro Morale* will 
tackle King Kong Mosca; World Tag Team Champions Tony 
Garea and Rick Martel will be meeting Bulldog Brower and 
Larry Sharp; the Japanese Connection will face Johnny Rodz 
and Jose Estrada; S.D. Jones will trade head butts with big 
Ron Shaw; and Baron Scicluna will test Curt Henning. 

U should be a show well worth seeing. • 

I receive letters every week requesting information on other cards 
being held in the Delaware Valley, so we ll take time to mention a 

^Tomorrow a great card is scheduled for Highland Pari., N.J. at 
Highland Park High. Friday, the CYO in Trenton is hosting a star- 
studded card featuring the tag team champs, Garea Mart* 
Monday, Oct. 26, wrestling returns to the Fort Dix bports Arena. 
Those bouts, even though they're on the base, are open to the pub- 
lic There's lots of parking and fantastic security. 

Thursday. Oct. 29, the Asbury Park Convention Hall will host 
card featuring a rare appearance by Captain Lou Albano. 

And this special note; Pro wrestling will be back in Atlantic City 



starting in November. The bouts wiu oe ne.u u. 
star Theatre at Resorts International. I'll have more information for 
you as we get closer. - _ ^ 


Now to the big contest. ’ „ . . ■ 

I am looking for the answer to this question: How many matches 
did the “living legend” Bruno Sammartino have in his — year ca- 

F ^Phe letter with the correct. answer or closest answer will receive a 
pair of ringside season tickets for the 1982 Spectrum wrestling sea- 

^AU entries should be sent to: Wrestling Associates, P.O. Box 877, 

Willingboro, NJ 08046. . 

All entries must be received by Friday, Oct. 30. Good luck to ev- 
eryone. _ — — 
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BN THUS CORNER 

STRETCHER MATCH 
COMING TO PHILL Y 


Ah promised la«t week, I have the complete card 
headed for the Spectrum Saturday, Nov. 14, and, hata 
are off once again to promoter Phil Zacko for arrang- 
ing auch a great one. . * 

Let'* start with the preliminaries and work up. Johnny Rod* will 
meet Terry Johnson; Baron Sckluna will face newcomer Joe Co*. 
Jose Eatrada will battle the very capable Curt Henning; King Kong 
Moaca will try to get back on the winning track at the expense of 
ring veteran Dominic DeNucci; German powerhouse Hans Schroder 
takes on the fantastic Rick Martel; and Greg Valentine, the master 
of the figure four leg lock will have his hands full with sensational 
Tony Cures. ► •* * .. 

Then there will be a very tough tag team title defense by the new 
champions Mr. Fugi and Mr. Saieto against the formidable team of 
Mr. USA Tony Atlas and SpeciaJ Delivery Jones. •, , ’ . 

The next two bouts can only be classified as a double main event. 
For the first time in the Delaware Valley a sensational Mongolian 
Stretcher Match will be fought between Andre the Giant and Killer 
Kahn, and world champ Bob Backlund and Intercontinental champ 
the Magnificent Murocco will pick up where they left off U*t time 
after an hour- long draw.. 

There are literally no rules for this a Mongolian Stretcher Match, 
no count-out*, no disqualifications, no submissions and pin falls do 
not count. A man can only be declared a winner if his opponent has 
been carried from the ring on a stretcher. 

Personal experience ^ 

Many yearn ago yours truly and Bruno Sammartino were signed to 
a similar, type match, and now, on damp cold days, 1 am vividly 



I will announce the contest winner in next week's coltimn 


reminded of that tortured night. Bruno ended up with a broken 
ankle, broken nose and severe lacerations. 1 wasn't much better off, 
finishing with a broken shoukJer. three cracked ribs and a severe 
concussion. 

I hope they have a large enough »ti etcher to hold Andre, because 
this bout could definitely go either way. 

The other half of this double main event is s 90-minute struggle 
for the world title between Backlund and Murocco. Phd Zacko fig 
urea what they couldn't finish in 60 minutes they can in 90. We 


find out Nov. 14. 

• * • • 
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JAEPAM SEK0OUS 

ABOUT WRESTLING 

■ The Japanese have always been known as a discriminating people. They know 
what they like in the way of entertainment and they support it vociferously. 


One thing which is extremely 
popular in Japan is profession- 
al wrestling and. as in the 
United States, there are sever- 
al organizations to handle the 
professionals. -Every pro you’ve 
seen or will see at the Spec- 
trum Saturday night has either 
been to Japan or will be in the 
future ■ “ " s ' 

' Let’s have a look at the Japa- 
nese organizations. . 

THE PACIFIC WRES- 
TLING FEDERATION: This 
group is headed by Lord Jam** 
Blears and holds membership 
in the National Alliance and 
the American Wrestling Asso- 
ciation. 

Champions recognized by 
this organization include the 
Pacific Wrestling Federation 
Heavyweight Championship, 
which is held by Shohei “Gi- 
ant" Baba; the United Nation- 
al Heavyweight Champion- 
ship, which Jumbo Tsturuta 
bolds; the International Tag 
Team Championship, which 
Giant Baba and Jumbo Tsuru- 
ta hold, and the Asia Tag 
Team Championship, which 
was recently won by David and 
Kevin von Erich, who defeated 
the Great Kojika and Motoshi 
Okuma. 

NATIONAL WRESTLING 
FEDERATION: The NWF 
promotion in Japan ■ headed 
by Hisashi Shinma. who is also 
the president of the entire 
World Wrestling Federation. 
The NWF holds membership 
in both the WWF and in the 
National Wrestling Alliance. 

Champions recognized by the 
NWF include Antonio Inoki, 
who holds both the NWF 
Heavyweight Championship 
and the World Martial Arts 
Championship; Tiger Jeet 
Singh, who holds the North 
American Heavyweight Cham- 
pionship, the Asia ‘Heavy- 
weight. Championship, and the 
Asia Tag Team Championship 
with Umanosuke Ueda (betterl 


known in the U.S. as Mr. Ito); 
El Canek, who holds the UWA 
Heavyweight Championship, 
which is also a recognized title 
of the Flores promotion in 
Mexico; and Seiji Sakaguchi 
and Riki Choahu, who hold the 
NWF Tag Team Champion- 

INTERNATIONAL WRES- 
TLING ENTERPRISE: The 
IWE is the smallest of the 
three major professional wres- 
tling promotions in Japan. 


It holds membership in the 
American Wrestling Associa- 
tion. On a recent IWE card in 
Tokyo. Rusher Kirauri -suc- 
cessfully defended his IWA 
Heavyweight Championship 
against the challenge of Steve 
Olsonoski. 

That same night, , Ashura 
Hara and The Mighty Inoue 
captured the IWA Tag Team 
Championship from the team 
of Paul EUering and Terry 
Lathan. 



Bottom right: Atlanta, Ga. S/27/81 
Below, right: Philly, Pa. 1C/21/81 
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Andre favors bad foot 

•The Andre the Giant vs. Killer Kahn match was probably the 
biggest crowd pleaser of lhe night as Ancre tried to make Kahn a 
permanent part of the Spectrum. Andre, however, didn't win this 
match because both mon were counted out on the arena floor, 
where most, of the action took place. From my vantage point. An- 
dre seemed to be favoring the broken foot he sustained in a previ- 
ous match. . 

•The main event was a fan’s dream a* Bob Backlund and the 
Magnificent Murocco provided one solid hour of excitement, the 
match ending when the one-hour time limit expired. During lhe 60 
, minutes both men had several opportunities to end it but just 
couldn't put it nil together. Backlund takes great pride in his con- 
ditioning, but Murocco was in equal shape, or better, at the end. 

Promoter Phil Zacko wasted no time in signing a return match 
between these two for Nov. 14 at the Spectrum. It will be billed as 
a title match with a 90-minute time limit, so get there early and 
bring your lanch. • 

1 I’ll hove the complete Nov! 14 card for you next week.- ‘ " - , 
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Bruno Sammartino had 
an incredible 5.742 bouts 
during his career, and in 
our contcs£ to guess the 
amount, two people were 
unbelievably close. Tory 
Gargano, who finished 
second, guessed • 7,651 
while winner Mark Coyle 
guessed 7,537. > ' > < 

- Mark also sent me the follow- 
ing letter. v - 
Dear Gorilla: ^ 

/ was very shocked when I 
saw my name in the paper. I 
am going to guess 7,537. If I do 
win, l would like to split the 
tickets with Tory, because he 
came as close as I did. and if I 
lose I would like to congratu- 
late Tory for a Job well done. 
May the best man win. 

If everyone had Mark’s atti- 
tude we'd be living in a better 
world today. Mark, you will be 

receiving two reserved ringside 
seats for every wrestling card 
held at tbe Spectrum in 1982. • 

Last Saturday at the Spec- 
trum Bob Backlund successful- 
ly defended his title against the 
Magnificent Muroeco. and An- 
dre the Giant was just too 
much for Killer Kahn as, at the 
11-minute, mark. .Kahn was 
hauled from the ring on a spe- 
cial stretcher like yesterday's 
garbage. 

Spectrum promoter Phil 
Zacko has put together a very 
special Christmas card of wres- 
tling to be held Dec. 12. This 
week I'U list the four main fea- 
ture bouts, then next week I’ll 
fill in the rest of the card. 

-A first for the Spectrum will 


be a handicap tag team match 
pitting two men against three. 
The three-man team will in- 
clude Mr. Fugi. Mr/Saieto and 
the infamous Capt. Lou Al- 
ba no. The two-man team will 
consist of Mr. USA Tony Atlas 
and Andre the Giant. Mr. USA 
has a score to settle with Mr. 
Fugi and Mr. Saieto, so this 
should be something to watch. 

The Magnificent Murocco 


will defend his Intercontinen- 
tal title against everyone’s fa- 
vorite. Pedro Morales. 

A special grudge match has 
been signed for winner- take-all 
as King Kong Mosca faces Pat 
Patterson. 

Tbe main event Dec’ 12 will 
be a title bout between Bob 
Backlund and Greg Valentine, 
the master of the figure-four 
leg lock. 


BRUNO SAMMARTINO 


Monsoon's column is from Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania (as if you didn't know!; 



WHAT A CARD i 


While in the Caribbean recently, I witnessed one of the 
greatest cards of wrestling anywhere. 


The Hiram Rithorn Stadium 
in San Juan, Puerto Rico, host- 
ed some great bouts. 

Jack Veneno defeated Re- 
lumpago Hernandez in 9:15 
with a reverse pin to regain the 
Dominican Republic heavy- ' 
weight crown. 

One match was for the North 
American Tag Team Cham- 
pionship with the current 
chompions.,the Medics, meet- 
ing brothers Pierre and Rick 
Martel. The Medics,' with the 
help of their manager, gained 
the victory when one of the 
masked men sprayed a foreign 
subetanco into Pierre's eyoa. 
temporarily blinding him. 

The NWA World's Heavy- 
weight Title was also up for 


grab*. Harley Dace put hia title 
on the line against the No. 1 
contender, Puerto Rican cham- 
pion Carlos Colon, who was de- . 
dared the winner by disqualifi- 
cation at 18:20. 

German killer 

There was a lumberjack bat- 
tle between the Invader and 
the feared German, Killer Karl 
Krupp. After 20 minutes of ac- 
tion, both wrestlers were cov- 
ered with blood. Finally, the 
other wrestlers who were pa- 
trolling outside the ring 
jumped in to separate them, 
causing a joint disqualification. 

The NWA junior heavweight 
title was on the line. Champion 
I*es Thornton defended his 


belt against Dick Steinborn in. 
a classic which ended with 
both counted out of the ring 
after 14:28. . 

A tag team test between 
Dory and Terry Funk, and the 
sensational team of Mil Mas- 
caras/Jerry Brisco ended with 
all. four men slugging it out at 
center ring at 22:18 for a 
disqualification. 


As I promised last week, 
here's the complete wrestling 
card headed for the Spectrum 
Saturday, Dec. 12. . 

Johnny s Rods moeta Ron 
Shaw; Jose Estrada faces S.D.- 
Jones; Bulldog Brower tackles 
Curt Hennig; Paulsboro. N.J.’s 


GORILLA 


IN THIS CONNER 


Larry Sharp tangles with Rick 
Martel; Killer Kahn faces 
Tony Garea; and the big Han- 
dicap Tag Team Match — Mr. 
Fugi, Mr. Saieto and Lou Al- 
bano against “Mr. U.8.A.” 
Tony Atlas and Andre the Gi- 
ant. 

The Intercontinental title .is 


on the line os Magnificent Mo- 
rocco faces Pedro Morales. 

There 'a a special grudge match 
between King Kong Moeca and 
Pat Patterson, and the main 
event for the world title has 
Bob Backlund meeting Greg 
"The Hammer" Valentine 
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First of ail I want to 

wish everyone a most 
joyous holiday season. 
This will be my final col- 
umn of 1981 as I will be 
out of the country for 
awhile. 

As predicted. Bob Backlund 
had h» hands full with Gref 
Valentine in Saturday night's 
main event, and after 19 min- 
utes and 48 seconds, Backlund, 
bleeding profusely, was count- 
ed out of the ring and Valen- 
tine declared the winner. 

Of course Bob still has his 
title, because it cannot be lost 
on a countout or disqualifica- 
tion. 

Spectrum ; promoter Phil 
Zacko wasted no time in sign- 
ing a return match between 
these fro for the first card of 
1982, Saturday, Jan. 16. 

In addition to the return title 
match, two other titles will be 
on the line on the Jan. 16 card 
as Pedro Morales defends 
against Killer Kphn and the 
World Tag Team champs, Mr. 
Fugi and Mr. Saieto, take on 
the former champs Rick Mar- 
tel and Tony Garea. Because of 
the magnitude of this tag 
match. Mr. USA Tony -Atlas 
has been assigned as a special 
referee. 

Two new superstars, Adrian 
Adonis and Jesse "The Bod" 
Ventura will be making their 
debut in January. Adonis will 
face Do mini c DeNucci and 
Jesse will test Special Delivery 
Jones. Another outstanding 
star, Steve Travis, will return 
to the Delaware Valley next 
month to face the German Gi- 
ant Hans Schroeder. Three 
other outstanding preliminary 
bouts will round out the 21- 
man star-studded card. 


Taking a look at other Satur- 
day night action at the Spec- 
trum, Johnny Rodz took a 
hard fought victory from Ron 
Shaw; SJ). Jones beat Jose Es- 
trada; Bulldog Brower topped 
Curt Henning; Rick Martel 
was too much for Pretty Boy 
Sharp; and Tony Garea was 
beaten by Killer Kahn. 

As predicted, Mr. USA Tony. 
Atlas and Andre the Giant 
were just too powerful for 
Capt. Lou Albano and his tag 


team champs Mr. Pugi and Mr. 
Saieto. Pedro Morales success- 
fully defended his Intercon- 
tinental title against former 
champ Magnificent Murocco 
and Pat Patterson got revenge 
and satisfaction as he gave 
King Kong Mo sea a real wres- 
tling lesson 


Gorilla Monsoon's col- 
umn will resume on Jan. 


BACKLUND NAD 
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Firs l of all, no further news yet on the Oct'. 20th 
Spectrum card, other than the two bouts which have 
already been announced - Ivan Putski vs. Swede Han- 
aon and Jerry Valiant vs. Yours Truly, Gorilla Mon- 
soon. More on that shortly. 

Bruno profile the w0,ld of pr0 WTestUa «- 

This week we'll begin the * * * 


personality spotlight on one of 
wresiline's superstars. Bruno 
Sammartino. 

Bruno was bom ui Pezzofer- 
rate. Italy, Oct. 6 1037. lie 
spent most of his childhood 
hiding with the rest of his fam- 
- By in the war-tom mountains 
of his country. 

His was one of the fortunate 
families that ^prvived. mainly 
because of the tremendous ef- 
fort put forth by his mother, 
who after dark would sneak 
back into the village to gather , 
food for the family Even after 
being shot several times, it still 
did not deter her from provid- 
ing tor her famdy. 

Sammartino mode it to tho 
US in 1953 and settled in 
Pittsburgh. After graduating 
from high school jn 1S65. Bru- 
no spent two years in the U.S. 
Air Force. He spent most of his 
teenage years competing in 
Power and Olympic Weightlift- 
ing, sotting many impressive 
records. One was to be the fust 
man to over bench-press 560 
pounds. _ v 

Bruno started his profession- 
al wrestling career in 1960. He 
first won the world title in 
Madison Square Garden on 
May 17, 1963 from Buddy Rog- 
ers. Sammartiiw held the title 
until 1971, regained It again in 
1973 and held in until 1977. Aa 
werhj champion. Bruno has 
had the most impressive record 
in the history of pro wrestling. 

A devoted family man. Bruno 
lives with his wife Carol in a 
lovely home in Pittsburgh's 
! North Hills. They have three 
sons; David, 18, and a set of 
twins. Darryl and Danny. 1 1. 
Among many of his hobbies, 
Bruno is considered an author- 
ity in opera and ha* interest in 
all pro and amateur sports. H» 
favorite baseball player is 
pitcher Nolan Ryan of the Cal- 
ifornia Angels. Bruno is still 
active in ‘.he wrestling scene 
and does color commentatry 
on Championship Wresiling. 

No man will ever accomplish 
what Bruno Sammartir© did in 


Now let’s get into the 
mailbag. 

Rogers comeback? 

Dear Gorilla, 

Now that Buddy Rogers is 
back in wrestling, do you think 
there might be a Bruno Sam- 
martino - Buddy Rogers re- 
match somewhere in the 
future? Do you think either 
man would lie interested? If 
tho match w*u signed. would it 
take place in the federation or 
N.W.A.? I hope the bout does 
get the okay. If would rake 
Bruno LESS than 48 seconds 
to do sway with Buddy today. 

P S. I enjoyed watching you 
on Allentown’s card. Congratu- 
lations on your victory. 

Your Number One fan, 
Bob Langnas 
Philadelphia 


Door Bob. 

Thanks for the congrats. I 
seriously don’t believe a 
match of that nature will 
ever take place. Rogers 
would be unable to obtain a 
licence In this part of the 
country, because he would 
first have to pass the physi- 
cal. Rogers was suspended 
here for having a heart 
murmur 1 . Alan, many atates 
have age limitations (45) on 
licensing people, and at 47, 

B ” ers might be over that 
t as well. Dm. not taking 
anything away from Rog- 
ers, but bis best days are 
behind him. Even if every- 
thing was cleared for the 
match, it might not lake 
Bruno 48 seconds. 

Where's Superstar? 

Mr. Monsoon: 

Congratulations on your out- 
standing column on profoanon- 
ol wrestling. My question is, 
when will Superstar Billy 
Graham return to the WVvh 
arena? . 

In my opinion, he »* the 


Garea 

‘gone 

This week's feature is an 
exclusive interview with 
top wTestler Tony Garea. 

Q. Where have you been 
over the past two years? 

A. I was at home for about nix 
months in New Zealand, then I 
did a nx month tour of the 
Orient which was extremely 
beneficial to me. not so much for 
the money I made, but because I 
went undefeated and the Orien- 
tal promoters are most anxious 
to have me back. I also apent 
some time in Southern Califor- 
nia and also in the Southeastern 
United States. However, I am 
thrilled to be back in the World 
Wrestling Federation, which 1 
consider my home away from 
home. 

Q- What objectives did you 
hsve in mind upon returning to 
the WWF? 

A. 1 wanted. No. 1, to see if the 
nimnra going around the world 
about my former partner Larry 
Zbysko were true. And, of 
course, be able once again to 
wrestle in the greatest area in 
profemional wrestling today. 

Q What was your personal re- 
lationship with Larry Zbysko 
when you left the WWF? 

A. Wa were on extremely good 
terms and he was even with me 
in Japan for that six-week tour. 

Zbysko unhappy 

Q. While in Japan did you no- 
tice any change in Larry's be 
havior or attitude? 

A. Larry mentioned to me sev- 
eral time* that he was unhappy 
about not receiving the credibili- 
ty he deserved by wrestling pro 
motere and he felt this wss true 
because he was in the ahadow of 
Bruno Sammartino. 

Q. Knowing what has tran 
spired over the past several 
weeks what are your feelings to 
day towards Zbysko? , 

A. 1 feel that Larry has gone 
off the deep end and is on an in- 
flated ego trip and 1 can't wait to 
get my hands on him. 

Q. If Zbysko were to sign a 
contract to meet you in the ring 
what would be your plan of at 
tack? 

A. 1 would choose to wrestle 
Lam- on a scientific level be- 
cause I would like, to beat him at 


says Zbysko’s 

®ff deep end’ 




In this corner 



what he does best, however I 
don't feel Zbysko would wrestle 
me that way because he hates to 
lose and he will do whatever’* 
necessary to obtain a victory, re- 
gardless of the opponent. 

Now to the mailbag: 

Top wrestlers 

Dear Gorilla: r ; 

Who are the three top heavy- 
weight champions of wrestling 
today? 

Why doesn't Mr. Wrestling II 
show his face when he is wres- 
tling somebody? •' : * 

. * Daniae Davido 

. 1 . ' Philadelphia 

In my opinion the top three 
heavyweight champions to- 
day are Bob Backlund, Har- 
ley Race and Nick Bock win- 
kle. 

Mr. Wrestling 13, as with 
many other pro wrestlers 
wearing a mask, does so ob- 
viously to hide his identity. 
He may have at one time 



he adds to his versatility by 
disguising himself and in 
turn enables himself to make 
a better living. 

Ires World chomplon 

Dear Gorilla. 

Do our local champions (Back- 
lund. Fuginami, Patera etc.) 
need Phil Zacko's permission to 
defend their titles in other 

areas? 

. “Bob Langnas 
Philadelphia 
The champions that you 
have described In our area 
certainly do defend their ti- 
tles pretty much throughout 
the ectire world, however 
they do not fall under the ju- 
risdiction of Spectrum pro- 
moter Phil Zacko. Their 
bookings are arranged by the 
World Wrestling Federation 
president Mr. 8hima who has 
his base of operation in To- 


; BOB BACKLUND 
... best in the business 

wrestled in another area of 
the country using a different 
name and without a mask, so 



- Well. Capt. Lou Albano said it would happen, and 
Saturday at the Spectrum about 20,000 fans got to 
see it. The Wild Samoans grabbed the World Wres- 
tling Federation tag-team title from the grasp of Ivan 
Putski and Tito Santana. . . 

PuUki and Santana started own optofcm, however, 

like a house afire and it locked >' ou , lhmk . lh “ l w “ J* 1811 * 

like curtains for the Samoan. *T “* v,c,OU8 * tts , ci L wa 

until Sica. Saomoan No 1. us- Larr > altackcd 

ing the head butt, opened a baxrnnart.no, the poimdin 

ar on Putt’s head that with • wooden chair thfl 

started to bleed profusely. resulted m some 24 strtche, 

Ivan, preoccupied with the leav “* a permanent aca 

wound and the bleeding. was °. n . “• 8 face — 

not able to coroe to the aid of , thaak 8 tune ,. for >* ou 10 8 ; 

hi. partner and Santana was back *** readjust your vaJ 

pinned after taking a vicious 
Samoan drop. 

Fans also got to see Bob 
Backlund lose hi. bout to Hulk 
Hogan, but not lose his belt 
after being thrown out of the 
ring. A title can only change 
hand, on . submission or pin- 
fall Bruno Samniartino an- 
nihilated former friend and 
student Larry Zbysko, Ken Pa- 
tera made an extremely strong 
showing in getting a hard won 
victory over nng veteran Rene 

Goulet and Tor Karo. to made 
a very impressjve debut Mop- 
ping the dangerous Johnny 
Rodz. 

Now to the mailbag. 

Dear Gorilla: 

How come everybody is 
against Larry Zbysko* He only 
did what he thought teas right 
As many people didn’t see. 

Bruno humiliated Larry on 
7 and also used Larry. / 

nk Bruno got what he de- 
served. 

Kevin Jackson 
Newark. Del. 

Everyone is entitled to his 


In this corner 

GORILLA M0NS00H 


up the matches needs to be re- 
placed because he is doing a 
very bad job. Fans don’t uant 
to see a 330-pound man wres- 
tling a 210-pound man. 

Plus, there should be some 
tray for fans to get the results 
of matches for past weeks. 

, Finally, what right does 
Hulk Hogan have for a chance 
at Bob Backlund's title. You 
said in the paper that the rea- 
son that Ivan Putski never got 
a chance at the WWF title 
uos because he did not wres- 


tled oierseas. You said this 
uas a must for a chance at the 
title. Well l like to know who 
Hulk Hogan wrestled oierseas 
artd when. You and I both 
know that Hogan don't haie 
any right for a chance at the 
tale. 

Bob Franks 
Norwood. Pa. 


Most results from the 
super cards of wrestling 
can always be found in the 
JouraaL The matchmaker 
for this particular area is 
Phil Zacko who obviously is 

doing an outstanding job a. 
the Spectrum haa been com- 
pletely sold out for just 
about every bout for the 
past year, however 1 cer- 
taionly do respect your 
opinion and will relay your 
message to the powers- 
that-be. I hope this gives 
you some kind of satisfac- 
tion because 1 don't feel that 
the promoters are going to 
change their format at this 
point. It’s hard to argue 
with succesa. 

Hulk Hogan not only 
wrestled in the Orient, but 
also wrestled in Germany 
and South America before 
coming to the WWF. 


sw'Mi Wo&» v.ke Lev*. 

Bruno Sammartlno puts hit foot down during Saturday s 
match with Larry Zybysko. 


In this comer 

GORILLA MONSOON 


Pedro Morales’ career 
carved on an island 

This week', personality profile is on one of the all- 
nine freat champion, of pro wrestling. Pedro 
Morale*. Pedro was horn on a .mall inland off the 
cosat of Puerto Rico called CuJebra. When he wasn't 
going *o school he .pent moat of his time swimming 
and fishing off his native island. 

Pedro became interested m wrewiuig at *|* 14 -hen the 
to Argentina Rocca made an appearance is Sen Juan sad Pedro 
Had the >ppo»tuai«v to we him Upon gredueiwn ftam high 
tchoel Pedro mm to Sew York, trying to |d ■ br»«i in -rw 
•lire At firrt no atm w.nead to try the unproven Morale. hut 
.eteraa promoter Vart McMahon Sr n< <harap«ooship wun 
si hidden deep w#a the young Monin After many tough ynr* 
in) aome unit hardkupo Monk. dream came «nw in Madman 
Soua/e Garden ui the -inter of »f71 -hen he defeated Ivsa Ko- 
(off lor the world*, ucio tnodenuflv. your* truly was Morale* 
manager at that cons and 1 waved with ban until he loat the take 
•Jure years later nghc here m Philadelphia to Stan the Man St* 


Vice ale* keep* u rarJ m uobeoevabk phywcal condtuon Hu 
ngoeoja training whedule «>it ante ooe to two hours daily foe 
recreation oe octnde activity 

Pedrv « aow back m the World Wreethng Federation and -Ui 
meet Samoan No 1 here m the Spectrum. Jury » 

Before ee go avco the maUhag. I -ant to remind ail cf cur PhUly 


seautifui Ceavenooa Hall in Wildwood every Monday 


Now to the mailbag 

2 o<ko hot f—4 tklhf 

Dear if' Voama 


reopened Aow are chances Aw kna/mg hack the TV tape*' Wow 
peomr nor* aaf.Wtf to attend the sAoae in Al/re 

loan Betty Ambler 

Dear Betty- Phii^pAia 

When the Philadelphia Arena .Out down several year, ago the 


hd run m Agroiiatural Had at the Allentown Fairground. 1 can- 
aol we at Hue taw Mr Zacko maki r g a charge back to PhUadel 
ptua ufiicaa hat pomcuiar facibt. m Allentown hecamee una.aU 


Uttl# lagyir t<1iv# 

Dm- Gocifla 

Who u the wear pofeJor widfrf e’rttU' participating ki (Au 
•pewft Are fAe-e any rules /hr the snail wrestlers <* 

BUS Goner 
Philadelphia 

DmtHt 

Over the yean peohoM* the meat eicitmg ird popular midget 


hetag Lattle Beaver and the other being Shy Low Low Both of 


— Lord Uaiehrook To the Bear of my knowledge there ia no title 
ovohwd m any of the midget matches Why 1 don t know, ewept 
maybe mat there are only 10 or 11 midget or dwarf -reader* left 


W¥«t gkosrl McGrow 

Ur Gorxilo 

For the !am feu awii / hue keen *otr Autg « sew wrerner y, 
the name of Pick MeGrote h He a new wreMler* Has Pic* «*»» 
fled ia o<Aer uses’ Horn many year. An. ne wrestled’ 


Dear Ruth 

Ruk McGraw a reiau.er. new to our S u n eew. having been 
•rmtiiag peofaaaaoaaily lor the paw (w« or three year* prwnartiy 
m the *cuthm> itetea where be a budt juxe a reputation foe 
huoaeif Hoping to eetar jsto better and fc/fer competition he 
coatsr-ed the promoter, here so the East Coast to get H«naed 
boofcad Upon reviewing hia credential, (hey were moot happy to 
•eicome R«a McCta* to the World Wrestlmg Federation 
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1 have a great many 
things to tell you this 
week. First is a great 
new. contest for all pro- 
fessional wrestling fans 
in the Delaware Valley. 

The photo in the bot- 
tom left corner of today’s 
column is of an outstand- 
ing wrestler of yester- 
day. The letter with the 
correct name and earli- 
est postmark will be the 
grand prize winner. The 
winner’s name will ap- 
pear in the column. The 
winner, plus nine of his 
friends, will be my guests 
at the Nov. 8 Spectrum 
card. They will Hmvc ex- 
clusive use of the Spec- 



Mystery guest 

~ If you're the first person to 
send Gorilla this men s cor- 
rect Identity, you and nine 
friends wMI enjoy the Nov. 8 
Spectrum wrestling card 
from the*- Superstar Suite, 


trum’s Superstar Suite, 
where a hostess will 
serve them food and 
drinks at yours truly’9 
expense. Make sure your 
return address is legible. 

Nov. 8 card 

As I promised last week, here 
is the complete card for the 
Spectrum 'on Nov. 8. John 
Rodz vs. Manual Soto; Jose 
Estrada vs. Rick McGraw; Lar- 
ry Sharp vs. Rene Goulet; The 
Samoans va. Tony Garea and 
Rick Martel; The Hangman vs. 
Pedro Morales; Sgt. Slaughter 
vs. Angel Murvilla; Ken Paters 
vs. Bruno Sammartino;and s 
special return match between 
Larry Zybszko and Bob Back- 
lund with Mr. USA. Tony At- 
las, as guest referee. 

‘If that’s not a super card. I 
don't know what is. I want to 
tell you that effective immedi- 
ately, all mail for my column 
must be sent to the following 
address: Wrestling Associates. 
P.0. Box 877, Willing boro. N.J. 
08046. Do not send your letters 
to the Journal anymore. 

Here’s some other exciting 
news. On Sat, Nov. 1, I will 
make an appearance at Cham- 
pionship Wrestling Day at 
Deptford Mall, as part of the 
grand opening of the New 
Spectrum Show Case Pro- 
S ports Team Store. A wres- 
tling ring will be set up in the 
mall »nd I will be giving an ex- 
plans ion from 1 p.m. till 4 
p.m. . ere’s your chance to get 
into t e ring and see what it's 
really ke. Bring your cameras. 

Now o the mailbag. 

On door wrestling 

Dear Gorilla: 

Has there ever been a pro 
wrestling card held at an out- 
side sports facility ? If so. who 
were the participants? Do you 
think it would be possible to 
conduct wrestling bouts at Vet 
Stadium ? Where was the larg- 
est crowd to watch pro wres- 
tling? 

Bob Lentz 


Dear Bob: 

There have been many 
outdoor cur da of wrestling. 

1 will name a few for you. 
The Orange Bowl. Chica- 
go's Comiskey Park. San 
Juan’s Roberto Clemente 
Stadium and the most suc- 
cessful, Shea Stadium last 
Aug. 9. The main event was 
a steel cage match between 
Zybazko and Sammartino. 1 
think Vet Stadium would be 
an ideal spot for outdoor 
wrestling. 

Bocklund's opponents 

Dear Gorilla: 

Do you think Bob Backlund 
will face Giant Baba and do 
you think Larry Zybszko will 
face Tony Garea ? 

Tyrone Sapp 

Dear Tyrone: 

Your questions tell me 
you have a keen mind for 
wrestling. Backlund in the 
very near future will be 
making a tour of the Orient 
and I’m sure Giant Baba 
will be one of his opponents. 

--Xhe feud currently lfo*n*sn» 

between Zybszko and nnd 
Garea can only end up one 
place — inside the squared 
circle. 



BOB BACKLUND 
... going to Orient 



GORILLA 

battered 

After 16 minute* of the most brutal hand-to-hand, foot- 
to-head combat the Spectrum has ever witnessed, Olym- 
pic Strongman Ken Patera put Gorilla Monsoon’s lights 
out with a shot to the head Saturday night. 

Patera got a pinfall at 11:54, but ... 

"Patera used a foreign object, probably brass knuckle.," 
Journal columnist Monsoon said yesterday, after watching slow 
motion instant replay, several times. Patera also opened a sev- 
eral stitch gash in Monsoon's head when he slammed him into 
the steel ring post. 

Monsoon declined to say what the lorn held for his future. After 
stating in his weekly column that, he would quit if beaten. Gorilla asked 
that his decision be held until this Wednesday's column. 

'I really don't want to discuss it right now," said Monsoon, a 
veteran of 21 years in the squared circle. 

'Til reveal everything in my column Wednesday." 

Zbysko wins 

In other bouts. Ivan Putski took command and gave rulebreaker Lar- 
ry Zbysko a thorough beating. Unfortunately for the Polish Power. 
Zbysko, of Pittsburgh, used a last minute maneuver using the ring 
ropes for leverage to get a pin at 10:48 on Putski. 

In what had been billed as a tag team title match, but was later 

nged to simply a tag team match. Pedro Morales and Andre the 

mt stomped Samoan No. 1 and Capt. Lou Albano into submission. 
Morales and Andre toyed with their opponents for about nine minutes 
umil Andre came forth with a Giant Splash to destroy the Samoan at 

In early bouts. Rick McGraw defeated Jose Bstra"da with a pin at 
13:19 and Baron Sciduiu stopped Johnny Rodz at 8:46. 



as a cameraman maneuver, for a bettor angle. Ivan Put 
slams his right shoe on the throat of Larry Zbysko outside 
the Spectrum ring. 



en: people are sadistic at heart 


Gorilla Monsoon 


‘fix’ in wrestling 


G. Kram 
News >rr«MCan Start 

prt the other end of the phone was 
Robert ‘Karelia, a self-employed inde- 
pendent contractor. 

"It is a stigma that has long been as- 
sociated with our trade,” he said from At- 
lantic City. N J. "a stigma we have been 
trying to get nd of for the last 20 years. 1 
can assure you. the outcome of a bout is 
never prearranged. There is just too 
much money involved.; the winner gets a 
70 percent cut. 

"That is the name of the game. . .the 
money We are all self-employed, inde- 
pendent contractors. Some of these guys 
out there are playing with half a deck — 
some of them will Co anything for that 70 
percent cut." 

Thus,. Robert Marella turned into Go- 
rilla Monsoon. . for the money. 

He has gone from a black-hearted vil- 
lain to a white-halted hero since he start- 
ed out as a professional wrestler 16 years 
ago — and while he has not retired from 
the ring altogether. he has at least slowed- 
up. To keep the peace at the Bob Back- 
land— Greg Valentine World Wrestling 
Federation Championship match Satur- 
day night at the Civic Center, the State 
Athletic Commission asked the 6’6." 400. 
lbs Gorilla to referee the bout It seems 
that the Iasi lime these two squared off. a 
referee of much smaller dimension was 
knocked cold. It can get nasty in there. 

Orso says Gorilla Monsoon 

If anyone needs proof of just how nas- 
ty U call get. he invites all skeptics tolook 
at his medical bills. 

"When 1 was going 100 percent." says 
Monsoon. 42. "I was spending $5,000 to 
58.000 on doctors. TTus is not a bed of 
roses. Its as rough as it looks. It’s worse. 

I played three sports m high school, and 
the worst injury I ever got was a broken 
toe. Since I've been wrestling as a pro, I 
have had all my rbs broken twice, both 
shoulders dislocated, my left ankle frac- 
tured and numerous contusions and con- 
cussions. I have been knifed, black- 
jacked. and burned on all Darts of mv 
body with cigarette butts, not to mention 
having my car dismantled. Its a lot of 
fun." 

It was. of course, no fun for the beard- 
ed. abused villain, his role when he start- 
ed out under the management of Wild 
Red Berry. Once a great champion him- 
self. Wild Red knew all the ms and outs. 
He packaged the Gorilla Monsoon as the 
"wild beast from Manchuria " Wild Red 
told television audiences that his pnmor- 
dal pet spoke no English. 

Gorilla grunted at his side. 

Except for his sire, there was nothing 
bestial about him. He had been an excep- 
tional student, graduating 5th in his class 
at Ithica College, while wrestling and 
playing football and track. He was teach- 
ing high school English - after passing 


up he some pro footbalfoMers — and was 
training for the 1960 Olympic wrestling 
competitor 

Then he recived a telephone call: a 
chance to wrestle in Canada lor 5400 a 
week. 

"Say a circus came to town.” he says, 
"and it could somehow be predicted that 
the highwire artist was going to fall that 
night, there wouldn’t be an empty seat in 
the house. People enjoy hockey much 
more when they drop their gloves and 
start to brawl. People like the contact 
sports, the action. They like seeing big 
bodies fly through the air. Its been prov- 


"When I was going 100 per cent." he 
says. “I was going six. seven, sometimes 
- 10 times a week. That has changed over 
; the past couple of years. I go about once a 
• month or so. Its tougher coming back 
from all those injuries. Ten years ago 
you’d get an injury and you could bounce 
right back Now it would keep you out of 
action for three or four mounths. Wres- 
tlers are the best conditioned athletes in 
the world; you get accustomed to out bo- 
dies taking physical punishment. It takes 
more out of you as you get older. 

"But I’m not ready to burn my tights 
and shoes. Not just yet." 




Gorilla Hangs Up Tights 


Gorilla Monsoon, who took a beating in his last Spectrum match, 
retires from the wrestling ring in a special ceremony on Saturday, Oct. 
11 at 8:30 p.m. 
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WRESTLING FANS THANK GORILLA 



journsl phoro by Mike Levin 
Journal columnist Gorilla Monsoon thank* 
his fans aftor ractivlng trophy of apprecia- 
tion from WIP'b Tom Moran at the Spectrum 
Saturday night. 


He wasn’t bare-chested. He didn’t wear 
those block tights or the shin-high boots. 
There was no opponent facing Gorilla Mon- 
soon between the ropes this time. 

He entered the Spectrum ring between Saturday 
evening's second and third matches with his hair res- 
tyled into a penn, wearing a black suit, dark sunglass- 
es and a big grin. 

Radio station WIP. the Spectrum, his native state 
of New Jersey and area wrestling fans paid tribute to 
Monsoon, who retired in August after a glorious 21- 
year career of over 8,000 matches. 

Monsoon, who writes a weekly column in the Jour- 
nal. stood near a corner of the ring, hi* hands folded 
in front of him, while WlP'a Tom Moran presented a 
commemorative trophy thanking one of the greats in 
professional wrestling history. H.ubura Kalik, the 
New Jersey assemblywoman for Burlington County 
and a neighbor and close friend of Gorilla's, pro- 
claimed him the "true macho man" and awarded him 
a citation and a peck on the check for his contribu- 


tion* to orphans and underprivileged children. 

Choked up-. 

When the microphone was ultimately passed to the 
mammoth Robert James Marella, the Willingboro. 
NJ. resident choked up in gratitude a* he prepared 
to address the crowd one last time. 

"I’m at a loss for words." he humbly said. 
"Whatever success I’ve hnd in my career 1 owe 
to you fans." 

All fan* present were given a chance to dine with 
him in the first-prize drawing for the "A Night with 
the Gorilla" contest held that evening. 

The first 10, (XX) of the 12.183 extending kudos each 
received an 8 x 10 glossy of the former U.S. heavy- 
weight champ and current Capitol Wrestling TV 
broadcaster. 

Gorilla Monsoon left the all too-fnmiliar ring one 
final time und still came out a winner — hut never 
again a wrestler. 

— Randy Alexander 




INTERVIEW/By MARALYN LOIS POLAK 


‘ My Mother Did Not J jagie Me Gorilla’ 


could easily kill my wife and get 
away with it No court in the 
.world would convict me. In my 
sleep I could accidentally strike her 
and kill her, or roll over and smother 
her. No, we don't have separate bed- 
rooms. Fortunately, my wife’s a light 
sleeper," superheavyweight wrestler 
Gorilla Monsoon roars. 

There is only a skinny, executive- 
style desk separating me from Gorilla 
Monsoon, and that is not enough. He is 
6-foot-6, 387, I am 5-foot-4, 118, and 
the Spectrum is not big enough for 
both of us. I can imagine him snapping 
the desk in half as if it were merely a 
matchstick. What evil lurks behind 
those sinister dark glasses, that scarred 
and furrowed forehead? Isn’t he the 
behemoth who boasted, "We’re all 
sadists’’? Didn’t he tangle with a 900- 
pound bear named Terrible Ted? 
Conquer an opponent in a record 31 
seconds? Vanquish Muhammad Ali 
with an airplane spin? Hasn’t he de- 
voured 10 pounds of steak, two loaves 
of bread, three quarts of milk in a sin- 
gle meal? Why, his own personal gro- 
cery bill is at least $200 a week. Didn’t 
he once dispatch a bus-stop mashor 
into an 18-hour coma? He reaches into 
the pocket of his plaid cowboy shirt of 
tentlike proportions. My pen falters, 
my voice quivers. He pulls out ... a 
pack of Kools. Relax. 

Gorilla Monsoon started wrestling at 
the Rochester Y when he was 8. When 
you consider his earliest memory, his 
career choice is not surprising. "I re- 
member I was about 4, trying to drive a 
nail into my brother’s head with a 
hammer, playing some kind of game. It 
didn’t work out too well,” he grins. 
Strangely enough, he was very small 
until he was 11. “Then I had an over- 
secretion of the pituitary gland and I 
grew 13 inches ne year and a foot 
the next Thon quit, thank God it 
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"But I was in a lot of pain. It was like 
being on a rack and getting stretched. 
My bones were growing too fast for the 
ligaments and muscles,’’ he claims. "I 
was in a great deal of pain, my father 
was in a great deal of pain, he’d buy me 
something and three weeks later it 
didn’t Fit. Lucky I did stop growing. I 
was 260 in high school, I was 310 in 
college, and now I’m 387." 

Young Gorilla wanted to be a soldier. 
“Unfortunately I didn’t make it," he 
says with genuine regret. “I had gotten 
one of the highest ratings on the writ- 
ten test in 10 years. I was fresh out of 
college, they were very impressed. A 
couple of fellows had great plans for 
me. But a sergeant took one look at me 
and said, ‘This is going to cost the 
government a fortune to put you in 
uniform, so forget it,’ I was too big, 
they wouldn’t take me. 

“Let's face it, if you are my size (62 
waist, 61 chest, 22 neck, 21 arms, 30 
thighs, 2G calves), you have to be care- 
ful whatever you do,” he asserts. "I go 
into a lot of- good restaurants, the 
maitro d’ will say, 'Can I get you a ta- 
ble?’ and I'll say, 'No, I just want to 
look at your chairs.’ I have walked out 
of a lot of restaurants because their 
chairs are not suitable for me. 

“It’s tough. Just about everything I 
wear is made for me. I walk into these 
big men’s shops, regardless of what 
they advertise, all I can buy in there is 
a tie and handkerchief." he shrugs. 
"My wife complains my wardrobe is 
too. big. She says she doesn’t have 
enough closet space. I probably have 26 
suits, maybe 600 shirts. I wear a lot of 
shirts. I like silk shirts. Depending on 
the weather, I go through three or four 
shirts a day. I perspire a lot I drink a 
lot of water, but it’s healthy, it’s 
healthy to sweat" . . 
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Gorilla Monsoon before 


and after retirement 


Goodbye , Gorilla 


New Jersey Assemblywoman Barbara Faith Kalik presents 
Willingboro, N.J. resident Gorilla Monsoon with a Proclamation on 
behalf of the State Assembly upon the occasion of his retirement at the 
Spectrum in October. 
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Gorilla Tactics 

Professional wrestler Gorilla Mon- the help (?) of publicist Kathy Duva. 
soon — all 6-foot-S, and 387 pounds of The Gorilla Tw irl is one of his favorite 
him — demonstrates his strength with ring maneuvers. 





